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Prohibition 
Pig Brewery 


Allagash | Base Camp Brewing 
Bissell Brothers | BLDG 8 
Citizen Cider | FiddleheadBrewing 


Singlecut 

Brewery 


Sixpoint 

Gigantic Brewing Co | Hermit Thrush Brewing 
Idletyme Brewery | Lawson’s Finest Liquids | Lord Hobo | Oskar Blues 
Otter Creek Brewing | Schilling Brewing | Stone Corral | Stoneface Brewing 
Tree House Brewing Co | Tributary Brewing Co | Trillium Brewing Co 
Two Roads Brewing | Zero Gravity Brewing & more.. 
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The Hop Jam All Star Band 

featuring Natalie Cressman, 
Russ Lawton, Tony MarkeUis, 
LU Ray Paczkowski &■ Friends 
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Scout’s Honor 
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Woodbelly Pizza 
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SMOKED MEAT » LIBATIONS • BREWERY" 


Biewery 
opens 
11:30AM 
every 
day lor 
lunch S 
supper 



Restaurant opens 
(or lunch 

Friday - Monday at 
11:30 AND 

Tuesday - Thursday 
for supper at 4 


BURLINGTON • SHELBURNE • COLCHESTER • ST ALBANS 


^ Brewery opens at 1 1 :30AM everyday for LUNCH + SUPPER 
23 South Main Street 7*r Waterbury, Vermont -k prohibitionpig.com 


ON SALE 7/15-9/5 

" iPad Air 2 * 
AppleCare + 

[=»25 Gift Card> 


ON SALE 7/15-9/5 

Any Mac * 
AppleCare 


Small Dog 




• Apple Specialist 
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CIRCUS POSTERS IN AMERICA 


July 9, 2016 through January 22, 2017 
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facing 

facts 


THE PAST 
ISN'T PAST 



Railroad site- 
displayed Black 



that the point of 
the museum? 


WRONG WAY 

An 18-year-old man 
allegedly led cops 

100 miles per hour 


a building in 
Middlebury. 
No word yet on 




TOOK OFF 



5 percent 

That's how much less trash Vermonters 
have generated since a law banned 
recyclables from landfills last year, 
according to Vermont Public Radio. 
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MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAVSVT.COM 



Resign! After PuMk Hearing- by Sasha 
a change in zoning laws that would 
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WORK WITH /S 
THE BEST! HomeBridge 

802.846.4646 MBAMnat .II. 1C. 


Sale Saturday from 9am - 6pm at Lenny’s in 


Huge sale on 
of winter coats, 
ski pants, socks & 
for men. women & kids 

^Columbia I ViiJfMt 






ESSEX OUTLETS 



, 1 large 1 -topping pizza, 2 liter Coke product 
i 1 dozen boneless or regular wings i 

$ 19-99 

| 2 large, 1 -topping pizzas & 2-liter Coke product ) 

$ 24.99 

I Plus tax. PicK-ud Of delivery only. Expires 07/31/16. I 


973 Roosevelt Highway 
Colchester • 6S5 SSS0 
www.threebrotherspizzavt.com 


SIDEWALK SALE 

July 14th, 15th & 16th \ / 


30-75 

OFF 

Select Items 
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FINE JEWELRY 


in Street * St. Albans, VT 


SEVEN DAYS 

COPPING SOME FEELS. 



feed back 


BRIDGING THE GAP 

The conflict addressed in [“Rowing Pains,” 
June 29] is not a difficult issue to resolve. 
It’s all about managing the only competing 
resource at stake here, which is time on 
the lake. 

When this issue began to formally cir- 
culate among property owners by email 
two years ago, several people, myself in- 
cluded, suggested developing a workable 
calendar for all parties. If the calendar 
that was worked out at that time had been 
adhered to, this article would not have 
been necessary. Despite the overtones 
from neighbors quoted in the story, the 
non-Craftsbury Outdoor Center property 
owners do realize the viability and impor- 
tance of the COC, within reasonable limits. 

It’s time to cut out the noise, sit down 
over lunch for an hour and work out a 
schedule of alternating usage that is agree- 
able to all (the COC has made a significant 
step forward by not having group sessions 
on July 4 and Labor Day weekends), then 

the summer months. That way, this prized 
resource everyone enjoys will be properly 
utilized, and further conflict can be avoided. 

Bill Amirault 

CRAFTSBURY 


PAY TO PLAY 

Great Hosmer Pond [“Rowing Pains,” June 
29], I can attest firsthand to the disruption 


these boats cause to fishermen and boaters. 
I have been boating and fishing on Hosmer 
for some 25 years. Over the Fourth of July, 
when no sculls were to be out, I was fish- 
ing on the northern end and had a scull 
come within 12 to 18 inches of hitting my 
$55,000 fishing boat. 

but what ultimately is at play is the com- 


tained body of 
different than if 


r. It would be no 
ided to open a bass 


fishing camp to teach people how to bass 
fish with large bass fishing boats plugging 
the lake. There is little legal precedent in 

going to have to make a decision on this, as 


Ben Moffatt 

CASTLETON 


ROCKING THE BOAT 

[Re “Rowing Pains,” June 29]: I have been 
a Craftsbury resident for 30-plus years. 
My family and I have lived here all those 
years because my husband is employed at 
the Craftsbury Outdoor Center and cross- 
country skiing is our passion. The outdoor 
center has meant full- and part-time jobs 
for my husband, teenage children and 
many others who live in the Craftsbury 
area, something that must be factored in 
by those who want to restrict the center’s 
operations. These are real jobs in a part of 
the state where employment options are 
limited. 


TIM NEWCOMB 







My husband and I do not row but 

on Hosmer since we first arrived in 1982. 
Never ever have sculls interfered with our 

kayaking. Motorboats, depending on their 
speed and proximity, require that we shift 
course and take on wake in a direction to 

bodies of water but is especially acute on 
Hosmer, given its narrowness. 

The article fails to mention that speeds 
above 5 miles per hour within 200 feet of 
shore are forbidden for safety reasons on 

fathered rules. Activities involving speeds 
above five miles per hour, such as water- 
skiing and tubing, can only occur in a very 
small portion of Hosmer — unless they are 
undertaken illegally. 

Gina Campoli 

CRAFTSBURY 


F-35S AS POLITICAL TOYS? 

[Re Off Message: “Vermont’s F-35 
Opponents Get Their Day in Court,” 
July 5]: It would be a welcome change if 
Vermont led the way for other states to 
let go of military jobs that exist solely for 
the purpose of electing congressmen. The 
happy fact is, we don’t need these planes, 
the military doesn’t want or need these 
planes, and every branch of the military 

useless equipment that keeps being built 
because it creates jobs in politically expe- 
dient districts. 

Everyone talks about poor people taking 
government assistance, but that amount 
pales in comparison to the taxpayer money 
being wasted to build unnecessary mili- 
tary equipment Because the military has 

of fenced-in areas throughout the West 
where this equipment sits until it becomes 
obsolete. This is a much bigger issue than 
basing these particularly pointless and 

military jobs, and we, along with other 

jobs that actually have a positive purpose. 

I realize this is an unpopular opinion, 
but that will not deter me from working 
toward and hoping someday for a more 
enlightened society. 

Penelope Randall 

BURLINGTON 


KNOW YOUR CANDIDATES 

In Paul Heintz’s June 29 Fair Game 
column [“Truant Story”], he reports that 
the Vermont Right to Life Committee en- 
dorsed gubernatorial candidate Phil Scott 
and Randy Brock, a candidate for lieuten- 
ant governor. 



Last week, the Supreme Court ruled 
on Whole Woman's Health v. Hellerstedt. 
The court struck down House Bill 2, 
a Texas law that restricted women’s 
access to safe and legal abortions. It 

make it harder hf access safe and legal 
abortions. Restrictions often have a dis- 


proportionate impact on poorer com- 
munities and people of color. 

That decision was a tremendous 
victory, but women still face obstacles. 
Reproductive health centers are threat- 

close as New Hampshire, which just 

Parenthood on June 29. There is a real 

I encourage alf of my fellow 
Vermonters to find out where candi- 
dates stand on women’s health issues. 
This election is critical, and access to 
women’s health has to be a priority. 

Somer Brown 
BURLINGTON 


CORRECTION 

The June 13 Nest story “Need for 
Speed” misstated the current federal 
definition ofbroadband. As of January 
2015, the Federal Communications 
Commission defined it as download 
speeds of 25 megabits per second and 
minimum upload speeds of 3 Mbps. 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 
your rants and raves. 

Your feedback must... 

• be 250 words or fewer: 


Seven Days reserves the right to 
edit for accuracy, length and readability. 



• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback@sevendaysvt.com 

• Seven Days, P.O.Box 1164. 
Burlington. VT 05402-1164 



COOLER 

STEALS 


Our cooler is FULL! Many deals 
on yogurt, Seitan, juices, dressings 

THE BIG 
CHEESE 

Custom cut special of the week: 
Boston Post Dairy Trds Bonne 

Reg Price $16.49/lb 
Sale $9.99/lb 
You Save $6.50! 


HOMEOWNERSHIP IS A 

BIGSTEP! 

Do we let our little ones take their 
first steps without a safety net? 

No! So you shouldn't be 
expected to take the step into 
homeownership without your own 
safety net. That is why I am here. 
Baby steps! Let me help! 



Union Bank 


Member FOIC CD Equal 



LET’S TANNAT 
TONIGHT 

Discover these spicy, mouth- 
watering alternatives to Malbec. 

201 1 G. Mendez Enigma Blend 
Reg $15.99 Sale $8.99 
201 1 Giminez Mendez 
Las Brujas Tannat 
Reg $12.99 Sale $7.99 
2011 Giminez Mendez 
Reg $12.99 Sale $7.99 



1186 Williston Rd. 

So. Burlington, VT 05403 
(Next to the Alpine Shop) 
802.863.0143 
Open 7 days 10am-7pm 
cheeseandwinetraders.com 


30 Kimball Avenue, Suite 200, 
South Burlington, VT 
ublocal.com • 802.652.2985 
kdeforge@unionbankvt.com 



All the lines 
you love... 


Natura Bisse 
Bobbi Brown 
Trish McEvoy 
Laura Mercier 
SkinCeuticals 



Mirr»r Mirror 


Corner of Main & Battery Streets, 
Burlington, VT • 802-861-7500 
www.mirrormirrorvt.com 
Locally £wned ~ Locally Operated 



in today! 


2800 Shelburne Rd., Shelburne 
burllngtonbedrooms.com 
802-985-3049 

Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-6, 
Sunday 11-5 (Closed Sundays 
through August 14) 


Make the first meal of the 
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ELEVATE & 

SAVE j 

ro $ 800 J 

on a Serta® Adjustable Mattress Set* 

Promo 6/22-7/1 1 only 


Queen Adjustable 
Sets Starting 

aslowas$70 /mo 

36 month financing 
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The Mattress Outlet 


HURRY IN FOR INCREDIBLE 4TH OF JULY MATTRESS SAVINGS! 


ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT 
HIGH COUNTRY BBQ 

Jay Peak fires up the grill 
every Friday night in the 
summer with an outdoor BBQ 
at Alice’s Table. Good for meat 
lovers and veg-heads alike. 
Adults $22.95 
Kids $10.95 

5 & under pay their age 


Call for reservations 


SUNDi 


Adults $18.95 
Kids $8.95 

5 & under pay their age 


day count with Sunday 
brunch at Alice’s Table. Every 
Sunday morning throughout 
the summer. 
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Stuck in Vermont: More than 100 people 
gathered in downtown Burlington to protest 
| the police shootings of Alton Sterling and 
Philando Castile, at a vigil organized by the 
Champlain Area NAACP. 


64 Do Less 


Fair Game: Why Bernie Should Run 




Bernie Sanders' most fervent followers, a constant 
lils: Why doesn’t he run for president in 2016? 
ried to put that question to rest for the thousandth 
time in this month’s Playboy magazine, for which he gave 
an interview to the liberal activist and occasional political 
candidate Jonathan Tasini. 

“Well, the answer is that to run a serious campaign, you need 
to raise hundreds of millions of dollars," Sanders said, a feat 
accomplished by Barack Obama only because he “went to his 
friends on Wall Street." 

That reality aside, Sanders continued, “I think people are 


hungering for a 


: out then 


ouldbt 


mpting to try to rais 

about: inequality in wealth and trade policy, protecting the social 
safety net, moving aggressively on global warming." 

“I realize running for president would be a way to shine a 
spotlight on these issues that are too often in the shadows today. 
[Pauses] But I am at least 99 percent sure I won’t," he said. 

If he did run, Sanders would surely lose the race. But he'd win 
the opportunity to reach many more Americans than he ever will 
on MSNBC. And for a lifelong progressive warrior in the twilight i 
his career, it might just be worth it 



: READ MORE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/2Q20. 





Looking for Office 
or Retail Space? 


BUY LOCAL BUY VERMONT 
save up to 40% OFF* 


ILyNDON 


Maple Corner 


MAIN STREET LANDING 

mainstreetlanding.com 802-864-7999 


INTRODUCING SALOOM, MADE IN NEW ENGLAND 

NOW 35% OFF* 


skyline 


KICK YOUR FEET 
UP, IT'S ON US. 

RECEIVE A 
FREE OTTOMAN 


When we started our new law firm, we knew we 
wanted our office to be at Main Street Landing. 
Their mission of environmental sustainability and 
social responsibility echoes our own, and we are 
proud to endorse them both as agents of change 
and friendly unconventional commercial landlords. 


Please ask about our Free Interior Design Consultation this Monthl 

VOTED: BEST FURNITURE STORE 2015 SIX YEARS IN A ROW! 


BURLINGTON 

FURNITURE 


Eli Moulton 

Founder, Moulton Law Group 







and Death 


FRIDAY lb & SATURDAY lb 

STAR POWER 


A festival focused on sustainability, SolarFest offers 
attendees the chance to indulge in workshops on 
green building and renewable energy while enjoy- 
ing top-notch music from a slew of performers. 
This year’s lineup includes Dar Williams, Donna the 
Buffalo and Wild Adriatic. Catch some rays at the 
Manchester shindig this Friday and Saturday. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 5S 


@ 

SATURDAY 16 

Rugged Race 

Called the toughest 10K In New England, the 
Goshen Gallop gives runners the chance to test 
their endurance on rough terrain In a beautiful set- 
ting. Hosted by the Blueberry Hill Inn, the competi- 
tion features a postrace barbecue, pond swimming 
and live music. And for those wary of the wean- 
some 10K,th 


SUNDAY 17 

Cycling for a Cause 


SUNDAY 17 

Revisioned Record 



JIETZER 

MONTPELIER 

Drive Less, 
Have More Fun Fest 

Saturday, July 16, 10-2 
Statehouse Lawn 


netzeromontpelier.org 


Watch something LOCAL this week. 


GREEK FESTIVAL 
2016 PREVIEW 

WEDNESDAYS, 7:00 P.M. 


WATCH LIVE 
@5:25 

WEEKNIGHTS ON 
i TV AND ONLINE 


IE INFO OR WATCH ONUNE AT 


VERMONT CAM. OF 
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r FAIR GAME 0PEN SEASON on VERMONT politics by paul heintz 

Snooze Alarm 


L et’s be honest: With less than a 
month to go before Vermont’s 
August 9 primary, the race for 
the Democratic gubernatorial 
nomination remains a total snoozer. 

The three major Ds vying to re- 
place retiring Gov. peter shumlin have 
done little to distinguish themselves 
from one another, on substance or 
style. And unlike the last competitive 
contest — when Shumlin wrested the 
nomination from four other politi- 
cal heavyweights back in 2010 — the 
electorate doesn’t appear all that 
interested. 

“I think most people don’t realize 
we have an August primary, and I think 
people are very focused on what’s hap- 
pening nationally, for good reason,” 
says one of the contenders, former 
transportation secretary sue minter. 

Indeed. After another week of 
bloodshed and turmoil — from Baton 
Rouge to St. Paul to Dallas — it’s hard 
to get worked up about school district 
consolidation in our little corner of 
the country. And as fellow candidate 
matt ounne notes, many voters have 
been focused on “a presidential con- 
test that happened to involve a certain 
Vermonter.” 

“For perfectly good reason, it just 
happens to mean the center of atten- 
tion just hasn’t been on the governor’s 
race,” the former Google manager and 
state senator adds. 

The third contender, former am- 
bassador and state senator peter 
galbraith, says the unusually long 
campaign season, which began 13 
months ago when Shumlin announced 
his retirement, has “dissipated” inter- 
est in it. And he criticizes the state’s 
decision to move its primary to the 
doldrums of August. 

“If you asked me to pick the worst 
day possible to hold an election, I prob- 
ably would pick that date,” he says. 

Not that Vermont primaries have, 
historically, turned out an abundance 
of voters. In 2010, just 74,596 of the 
state’s 444,341 registered voters cast 
Democratic ballots. Because there 
were so many candidates that year, 
Shumlin managed to win the nomi- 
nation with support from just 18,276 
people — fewer than live in the town 
of Essex. And that was the most com- 
petitive Democratic gubernatorial 
primary since jerry diamond bested 


This time around, some observers 
think just 60,000 Ds will turn out, 
meaning the victor might need no 
more than 25,000 votes. 

All three candidates are working 
hard to win those votes, but they face 
a far less motivated electorate than in 
2010. Back then, Democrats were itch- 
ing to take back the governor’s office 
after eight years of frustration under 
Republican governor jim Douglas. 

“I think that really did animate the 
race," says Democratic strategist bill 
lofy, who served as Shumlin’s first 
chief of staff. “In this race, there isn’t 
that obvious a level of energy around 
it because we have a Democrat in the 
governor’s office." 

Former lieutenant governor doug 
racine experienced much the same 
when he attempted to succeed fellow 
Democrat Howard dean in the 2002 gu- 
bernatorial election. 

“There was Dean fatigue then. 
And I think there’s Shumlin fatigue 
now,” says Racine, who ran again in 
2010 and later served in the Shumlin 
administration. “I don’t know if it’s 
coincidence, but every time there’s an 
open seat, the governorship goes back 
to the other party.” 

Recognizing Shumlin's unpopular- 
ity, the Democratic candidates have 
all sought to distance themselves from 
the incumbent. But they often sound 
like they’re channeling him — or re- 
fighting his old battles. 

Galbraith can barely get through 
an interview without mentioning 
that he drafted a financing plan for 
Shumlin's single-payer health care 
plan before the governor abandoned 
it. At a recent press conference in 
Montpelier, Dunne sounded as cocky 
and unconvincing as Shumlin in his 
assurances that he could fix Vermont 
Health Connect — simply by bringing 
in the right people. And as the incum- 
bent did when he ran for reelection 
in 2012, Minter has run television ad 
after television ad promoting her work 
responding to Tropical Storm Irene. 

They’re not channeling just 
Shumlin. When Minter released her 
higher education plan last month, 
she gave it the unfortunate name of 
“Vermont Promise" — the same thing 
Douglas called his doomed college 
scholarship plan a decade ago. Minter 
and Dunne are especially prone to the 
political cliche, decrying, respectively, 


“one-size-fits-all” and “cookie-cutter” 
approaches to education reform. Silos, 
if you ask Minter, seem to be in des- 
perate need of breaking down. 

Lofy, who remains neutral in the 
race, warns that recycling that kind of 
pabulum isn’t going to work in 2016, 
when voters are “anxious, angry and 
uncertain.” 

“My sense is that those candidates 
who pursue that more traditional, 
cautious, boilerplate path are pursu- 
ing a losing political strategy in this 
political climate,” he says. 

The three Democrats seem to sense 
that. To an almost farcical degree, 
they’ve been mimicking and name- 
dropping Sen. BERNIE SANDERS (I-Vt.) 
and appropriating elements of his 
presidential platform and rhetoric. 

In his first two television ads, Dunne 
mentioned Sanders as often as Minter 
did Irene. And Galbraith made sure to 
note in both of his ads that they’re “paid 
for by Galbraith for Vermont — not the 
special interests,” a rip-off of Sanders’ 
“not the billionaires" tagline. (The ads 
may actually have been financed by 
a millionaire: Galbraith himself, who 
acknowledges loaning his campaign a 
chunk of change.) 

Ellis Mills Public Affairs lobbyist 
kevin ellis says he understands the im- 
pulse to emulate Sanders, but he won- 
ders whether voters will really buy it. 

“There’s a large degree of anger, 
frustration and protest in that move- 
ment,” he says. “Bernie Sanders is an 
antiestablish- 
ment guy. Sue 


POLITICS 


and MIT. 
Matt Dunne 

went to Brown.” (Galbraith, for the 
record, went to Harvard, Oxford and 
Georgetown.) 

Whether any of the three are find- 
ing traction is difficult to say. It’s 
been five months since the latest non- 
partisan poll and four months since 
the candidates have had to disclose 
their campaign finances. Anecdotally, 
Dunne and Minter appear to have 
picked up more establishment sup- 
port, and they are running more robust 
operations: Both have 10 paid staffers 
apiece, while Galbraith has just three. 

But the former ambassador seems 
to be having a greater impact on 
the debate. Since he declared his 






GOT A TIP FOR PAUL? PAUL@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


THE CENTER OF ATTENTION 
JUST HASN'T BEEN ON THE 
GOVERNOR'S RACE. 

MATT DUNNE 


candidacy in March with a focus on 
economic populism, he has pulled his 
peers a smidge to the left. Now all three 
say they hope to raise the minimum 
wage to $15 an hour, though Minter 
won’t commit to a specific time frame. 

“I entered the race because neither 
Minter nor Dunne was talking about it,” 
Galbraith claims, complaining that the 
press has failed to document their policy 
differences. (For what it’s worth, his 
hostility to large-scale renewable energy 
projects — not exactly a liberal stance — 
has gotten plenty of ink.) 

As they make their final pitches, 
Galbraith’s foes aren't focusing on 
policy distinctions. 

Asked how she differs from her 
opponents, Minter notes that she has 
spent her career in Vermont — not 
“outside the state.” Dunne’s time at 
Google has taken him across the coun- 
try, while Galbraith’s diplomatic work 
has taken him across the globe. 

“I’ve been here in Vermont, deliv- 
ering for Vermonters,” Minter says 
without a trace of subtlety. “And I 
think when you ask who’s done more 
for Vermonters, I think the choice is 
pretty obvious.” 

Dunne, meanwhile, frames it as a 
political choice. 

“Who can beat phil scott?” he asks, 
referring to the Republican lieutenant 
governor, who is seen as the front- 
runner for his party’s nomination. “If 
candidates have similar views, who 
can actually win in November?” 

It’s a good question. But the answer 
right now, if the Democrats don’t get 
energized, might be none of them. 


Donald Duck, Pt. 5 

So, um, have statewide Republican 
candidates bruce lisman and scott milne 
determined yet whether they'll support 
their party’s racist, sexist, xenophobic 
presidential nominee? 

Nah. What’s the rush?! 

Lisman, who is challenging Scott 
for the GOP gubernatorial nomination, 
“continues to evaluate” birther donald 
trump’s candidacy, according to cam- 
paign manager shawn shouldice. 

“Bruce will continue to give the 
issue deliberate and thorough consid- 
eration," she says. 

Phew! If Lisman's months-long 
dodge isn't “deliberate and thorough," 
I don’t know what is. 

Milne, who’s running against Sen. 
Patrick leahy (D-VL), says he’s still “lis- 
tening” to Vermonters and weighing 
his options. Of which there are basi- 
cally two. 

“There’s a lot of time between now 
and November 8,” he says. “I know 
Seven Days wants me to make a decision 


every Monday, but I don’t think anyone 
else does.” 

Then his indecision shouldn’t be a 
problem. 

Anyway, Milne notes, “It’s not a guar- 
anteed sure thing that Trump is gonna be 
the nominee, so let’s get through that.” 

Better luck next week. 

Media Notes 

After 42 years in the journalism 
business, Valley News editor-at-large 
jim fox has called it quits. Fox spent 
much of his career at the helm of the 
bistate daily, which is headquartered in 
West Lebanon, N.H. He handed off day- 
to-day management of the newsroom 
a decade ago and has been mentoring 
reporters and writing editorials ever 

“I don’t think it’s an exaggeration to 
say that Jim Fox has been the heart and 
soul of the Valley News for more than 20 
years,” says editor mahty frank. 

Fox, 66, says he came to the conclu- 
sion that “enough was enough.” 

“I will contribute a couple of 


editorials a week to the [paper], watch a 
lot of baseball, commune deeply with my 
bullmastiff and read a lot of books,” he 
says. “As to what else, I’m not sure yet.” 

Farther south, the publisher of 
the Brattleboro Reformer, Bennington 
Banner, Manchester Journal and 
Berkshire Eagle has also departed — 
though it’s unclear precisely why. 
eowaro woods had worked for the 
papers’ parent company. New England 
Newspapers, for 11 years and also held 
the title of CEO. 

In a press release issued last week, 
one of the group’s new owners, hans 
morris, called it “a friendly separation.” 
Speaking to Seven Days, Woods de- 
clined to elaborate, citing a nondisclo- 
sure agreement, but he called the move 
‘TOO percent" voluntary. 

Replacing him, at least on a tem- 
porary basis, is an old hand, martin 
lanqeveld worked for the papers from 
1978 until 2008, serving at times as 
publisher of the Reformer and the North 
Adams Transcript. He advised the new, 
local ownership group when it bought 
the papers in May from Digital First 
Media, and he plans to stick around 
until “we hire the very best person we 

Langeveld says he’s focusing on “re- 
building the newsroom” after years of 
cuts — and bringing back jobs that had 
been outsourced to other Digital First 
locations. „ 

“We definitely have already grown 5 
the staff significantly,” he says. © g 
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Taking Stock: Did Wall Street 
Prepare Lisman to Be Governor? 


POLITICS 


BY TERRI HALLENBECK 

I n her 2009 book documenting the 
demise of Bear Stearns, financial 
reporter Kate Kelly described a 
gathering of the Wall Street firm’s 
top brass on one of its final days. 

The group was preparing for the 
investment bank’s sudden sale to rival 
J.P.Morgan as the 2008 mortgage melt- 
down escalated. “The gathering was a 
who’s who of senior talent at Bear,” Kelly 
wrote. Among them: Bruce Lisman, 
cohead of the firm’s global equities 
division. 

Now a Republican candidate for gov- 
ernor of Vermont, Lisman had reached 
the upper ech- 
elons of the firm 

crashing back to 
Earth, as Kelly 
described in her book. Street Fighters: 
The Last 72 Hours of Bear Steams, the 
Toughest Firm on Wall Street. He man- 
aged more than 2,000 people in a divi- 
sion that grew under his watch from $50 
million to $2.3 billion in annual business. 

“Those meetings were mostly lis- 
tening to what was happening to us,” 
Lisman said, recalling what he described 
as a painful time. “It was too late to say 
anything.” 

Eight years later, the 69-year-old 
Shelburne resident maintains that he 
played no role in the over-leveraged 
mortgage trading that brought the 
company — and the nation's economy — 
crashing down. “My division was so far 
away from any of that,” Lisman said. “I 
only knew equities.” 

His friends, former colleagues and 
disinterested observers agree. 

“Bruce had no inkling that was 
happening,” said Steven Begleiter, a 
former senior managing director at Bear 
Stearns. “His decisions were not the 
problem.” 

Now, as he campaigns for governor a 
world away from Wall Street, Lisman’s 
business background serves as both 
a selling point and an albatross. He’s 
trying to persuade voters that his career 
prepared him to manage taxpayers’ 
money. But after a lifetime in the board- 
room, he struggles to relate to voters — 
and explain how he’d get the job done. 

In recent weeks, advisers to his 
Republican gubernatorial opponent, 
Lt Gov. Phil Scott, have seized on 
populist sentiment to pillory Lisman’s 


professional pedigree. Scott’s campaign 
coordinator, Brittney Wilson, described 
Lisman as “a guy whose Wall Street 
firm went belly-up, brought America’s 
economy to its knees and bankrupted 
millions of Americans.” 

“Despite all of that, he walked 
away with bags of money, which says 
everything that needs to be said about 
his ambitions and his tactics,” Wilson 
continued. 

In an interview, Scott himself said his 
staffers had used stronger language than 
he would have. 

“I don’t disparage anybody for 
making money" he said. But, he added, 
“I do think the tactics in 
D.C. and tactics on Wall ^ 

Street are different from 
here in Vermont” 

Lisman is, as he often — 15 

says on the campaign trail 
and in television ads, “not the 


three Democrats — he has nevt 
elected office. 

His record is the most elusi 
background the least typical 
and his bank account the big- 
gest: Last December, he 
revealed a personal net 
worth of $50 million. 

He’s not been afraid to 
spend on his burgeoning 
political career. Over four 
years, he sank $1.3 million 
into a “nonpartisan” advo- 
cacy organization he founded, 
Campaign for Vermont, which 
ran television and radio ads 
featuring Lisman. As a candi- 
date for governor, he reported 
spending $453,843 of his own 
money by mid-March. A new 
report is due this week. 

His campaign finance report 
shows that the connections he 
forged on Wall Street pay divi- 
dends. One former colleague, 
Richard Harriton, was fined $1 
million by the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission. He gave Lisman 
$1,000. Another, Robert Steinberg, lists 
the $54 million former home of Donald 
Trump as his address. He gave Lisman 
$4,000. 

Lisman wasn’t bom into the Wall 
Street world. He grew up in Burlington’s 


Old North End, the son of a school- 
teacher and a secretary, and he gradu- 
ated from Burlington High School and 
the University of Vermont 

He started in the financial industry 
at the bottom, as a file clerk. His boss 
admonished him to just file the papers, 


them, he 
said. He soon 
was being paid 
to read the paper- 
work as a stock research 
analyst and then as director of 
research for Lehman Brothers — an- 
other firm that wouldn’t survive the 
2008 crash. 

Moving to Bear Stearns in 1984, 
he advanced from research director 
to cohead of global equities, a posi- 
tion he held for 21 years until the 
company’s 2008 demise. He made the 
transition to J.P.Morgan for a year, 
retiring in 2009. 
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At Bear, Lisman oversaw offices 
around the world where employees did 
research and bought and sold stocks 
for hedge funds, mutual funds and pen- 
sions — institutions that managed other 
people’s money. 

Asked to explain his work, Lisman 


last months. “We were pretty siloed.” 
Watching the company go at a fire-sale 
price to J.P.Morgan was devastating, he 
said, but, “I don’t think we had a choice.” 

Begleiter, who donated the maximum 
$4,000 contribution to Lisman's cam- 
paign, said he often relied on Lisman’s 


initially offered a characteristic and judgment at Bear Stearns. “He’s a great 


frustratingly vague answer. “I managed 
people,” he said. 


decision maker and consensus builder,” 
Begleiter said. “One hundred percent of 


Barbara Bishop, an attorney who the time, he had the right vi 


worked closely with Lisman 
Stearns, sees it differently. “That is such 
as understatement. That cracks me up," 
she said of Lisman's response. 

Bishop conceded that 
Lisman can be unclear. 

“A lot of people don’t un- 
derstand Bruce because 
he has a way of speak- 
ing — he ricochets from 
topic to topic because his 
mind goes so fast,” she 

But that didn't hinder 
his success at Bear 
Steams, where he had 
a reputation for excel- 
lent people skills, she 
maintained. 


SELLING POINT AND 
AN ALBATROSS. 


plicated is* 

Bishop, who owns a vacation home 
in Manchester, said she thinks the skills 
Lisman learned on the Street would 
translate well to running 
the state. “Why doesn't 
Vermont need a problem 
solver who knows how to 
take a problem and figure 
out a way hopefully not 
to waste money and find 
the right end result?” she 

Win Smith, president 
of Sugarbush Resort in 
Warren and a former ex- 
ecutive vice president at 
Merrill Lynch, said that a 
background in the finan- 


“You’re making incredible decisions, cial industry could prepare a candidate 
often under huge pressure,” Bishop said. 


“It’s bang, bang, bang.” 

Lisman managed people around the 
world with large egos but also oversaw 
the details of running a business, in- 
cluding how much the division spent 
on computers and whether clients were 
happy. Bishop said. 

In her book, Kelly described the firm 
as “a dysfunctional family, driven by 
greed and a complex code of internal 
politics." 

Lisman insisted that was an after-the- 
fall assessment that didn’t describe his 
division. “We worked together," he said. 

Lisman was a key player who knew 
how to turn profits, according to former 
colleagues. He was inducted into Wall 
Street’s top-secret Kappa Beta Phi 
society ii 
reported 

years later. Lisman was also a member 
of Bear Steams’ elite management and 
compensation committee, which deter- 
mined employees' pay. 


“I wouldn’t expect him to be an 
expert on every single aspect of govern- 
ment, but he could put together a good 
team,” said Smith, who has not endorsed 
a candidate. “Vermont could really use 
somebody who understands the fiscal 
challenges of the state.” 

That’s how Lisman pitches himself 

— as someone experienced in hiring 
the right people and managing projects. 
But putting Wall Street skills to work 
in government is not easy, or common 

— though others, such as former 
New Jersey senator and governor 
Jon Corzine, treasury secretary Hank 
Paulson and Congressman Jim Himes 
(D-Conn.) have made the jump. 

Vermonters have been able to 
reporter Kevin Roose glimpse Lisman’s management style. 
New York magazine three He served on the University of Vermont 
Board of Trustees from 1996 to 2004, 
when it hired Judith Ramaley as presi- 
dent — and he chaired the board and 
search committee when it later hired 


Lisman declined to reveal how much her successor, Dan Fogel. 


money he made or lost at Bear Stearns. 

“I lost a lot That’s what I’d say. 
We mostly got paid in stock,” he said, 
quickly adding, “You’d never hear me 
complain. I did fine.” 

Despite his rank, Lisman said he 
didn’t have a say in the company’s over- 
all direction. 

“I offered my opinion. I doubt any- 
body was listening,” he said of his firm’s 


Ramaley resigned after four years in 
2001 following a hockey hazing scandal 
and a faculty union drive. 

“Not every hire is going to work out” 
Lisman said. 

Fogel served 10 years but resigned 
as president in 2011 amid allegations 
that his wife had an inappropriate 
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After Lake Fatality, Coast Guard Says 
Boaters Often Don’t Follow the Rules 


O n the warm, still < 
was full of boat 
Then around 6:30 p.m., tragedy : 
torboats collided, and one of tl 
water and disappeared. 

Witnesses frantically called 911. Some 


>f June 15, Malletts Bay 5 


Rodney Dion drowned and sank to the bottom of the lake. 
Police divers recovered the 60-year-old Milton man’s 
body the next day. 

Speed and navigational errors likely caused the 
collision, according to U.S. Coast Guard Petty Officer 
First Class Jason Balmer, who is based at the station in 
Burlington. 

Dion and the other boat's skipper, 58-year-old Keith 
Wright of South Burlington, appeared to realize that they 
were heading toward each other, Balmer said. A critical 
navigation rule holds that operators on a collision course 
should head to starboard — their right — to avoid crashing 
Instead, according to Balmer, the operators veered toward 

the navigation rules,” Balmer said. “And they didn’t slow 
down, and that’s what resulted in the accident." 

The Coast Guard was one of several agencies that re- 
sponded to the collision. Balmer's summary of what hap- 
pened is based on eyewitness accounts and his knowledge 
of the official investigation, which is being conducted by 
the Colchester Police Department. 

formal finding about the cause. 

Wright and his three passengers were not seriously 
injured, nor was Dion’s passenger. 

How to pilot a boat is spelled out in the U.S. Coast 
Guard Navigation Rules and Regulations Handbook. But 
many people ignore boating regulations, Balmer said. 
“They are required to follow the navigation rules, but 
nobody knows them." 

The rules are covered in a state-approved boating- 
safety course required for Vermonters born after January 
1, 1974 who operate motorized vessels and personal water- 
craft. People bom before then are not required to take the 
course under a state law that dates to the early 1990s. They 

say that as far as they know, neither Dion nor Wright took 
the course. 

About 30,000 Vermont residents have taken the eight- 
parks departments. 

One of the lessons from the Colchester fatality is to 
slow down and give other boaters space, said Corp. Kevin 
Mays, field coordinator for the Vermont State Police 


There's no reason to crowd everybody out there,” Mays 
said. “It's a big lake.” 

He also urged compliance with the “no-wake rule,” 
which says operators should go no faster than 5 miles 
per hour when they are within 200 feet of another oc- 



“If you’re near something within 200 feet of some- 
thing you probably should be going slow,” Mays said. 

Colchester Police Chief Jennifer Morrison said, it's pre- 
mature to say what caused the crash. The boats are being 
studied to determine how fast they were traveling. But she 
and Cpl. Michael Akerlind, who doubles as the Colchester 
harbormaster, agree that Dion and Wright realized they 

each other,” Akerlind said. 

Debbie Dion, the widow of the man who died, said her 
husband was on a fishing excursion with a buddy that 
night. He knew the boating rales well. 

Her husband drove the boat despite a visual impair- 
ment resulting from a car crash in 1995. He was legally 
blind, but not totally blind, Debbie Dion said, adding that 
he did not have a license to drive a car. Rodney Dion could 
still see well enough to spot things on the water and do 
tasks such as text, Debbie Dion said. 

“He was loved by a lot of people, and he will be missed," 
she said. 

No one in the boats wore a life jacket, said Debbie 
Dion. “I was told that when he hit the water, it knocked 
him unconscious. Had he had a life jacket on, he 

diately sank." ’ ‘ 


Police do not believe that alcohol was a factor but are 
awaiting the results of Dion's toxicology tests. Wright was 
tested the night of the crash and was not drunk, according 
to Akerlind and Morrison. 

So far, Akerlind does not think charges are warranted, 
but he emphasized that not all the information is in. Once 
the investigation is complete, the file will go to Chittenden 
County State’s Attorney T.J. Donovan, who has the final 
say on whether to bring charges. “There was nothing 
grossly negligent that occurred; nobody was impaired as 
for as we know at this point,” Akerlind said. 

Seven Days' efforts to reach Wright were unsuccessful. 
When a reporter went to his home in South Burlington 
Friday, relatives said he was out of town. 

The shock from the collision — witnessed by dozens of 
boaters and people on shore — has not ebbed. 

Malletts Bay is one of the most popular spots on Lake 
Champlain for anglers, sailors and boaters. It’s home to 
more than 1,000 moorings and slips at marinas. The bay’s 
public boat launch, where both Dion and Wright put in their 
vessels, is one of the busiest in Vermont At peak times, more 
than 500 boats ply inner and outer Malletts Bay. 

The bay is also popular because its coves can offer 
refuge from the swells that regularly form on the 120-mile- 
long lake, which can make boating an unpleasant experi- 

The night of the crash was calm and still, though. The 
bay was busy with boats, but not at peak traffic, according 
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At Champlain Marina, which is on the 
bay near the crash site, manager Bruce 
Deming said people are still talking about 
the tragedy. “Life was lost," Deming said, 
adding that the accident gives a “bad rep 
for boating in general." Each year, there 


Navigating the busy bay is similar tc 
negotiating a packed lot foil of moving 
cars, he said. “You know when cars an 

something's not quite right? People make inattention 
mistakes; they don't always judge the situ- an( j b( 

ation correctly." Deming said. Drunker 

Akerlind carefully steered the 26-foot c oast q u3i 
C olchester police boat out into the bay , . 

on a hot afternoon July 1, 
with a Seven Days reporter 
and Chief Morrison aboard. 

Akerlind had marked a red 
on the boat's mapping 


the lake bottom 60 feet below the si 
around 2:30 a.m. They waited unti 
light to bring him up. 

Vermont, which, compared to other' 
has few fatal boating ac 
to 2015, five people we 

reports compiled by the Coast Guar, 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Set 
The national total was 3,205 people. 
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bay starts to open up, just east of a point of 
land known as Malletts Head that leads to 
Marble Island. 

Akerlind remembered the night of the 
crash well. “We got the call at 6:30. 1 think 
I was on scene within 10 minutes or so.” 

“There was a large debris field, and 
some fuel on the water,” Akerlind recalled. 
Private boats and people on personal wa- 
tercraft had gathered, as had several ves- 

Wright's 35-foot boat had already sunk 
with a large hole in the stem. The four 
people aboard had gotten off safely. Dion's 
20-foot boat was damaged and afioat, and 
his passenger had been transported to 
shore. 

Petty Officer Balmer was on the second 
shift of Coast Guard responders, who 
searched the waters for Dion at midnight 
along with other law enforcement State 
police using sonar located his body on 


while drunk — de- 
fined as having a blood- 
alcohol level of 0.08 percent or higher, the 

are allowed to drink as long as they stay 

without restrictions. This differs from 
motor vehicle rules, which prohibit driv- 

In the aftermath of the crash, some 
boaters are saying there should be speed 
limits farther out into Malletts Bay, near 
the accident site, where boaters often 
open it up. "People just hit the throttle and 
take off" said Ed Losier, the manager of 
Coates Island Marina on Malletts Bay. 
Malletts Bay is beautiful, but it’s in- 

added. 

“With the sailboats trying to come 
in and out under sail, the power boats 
coming in and out, it’s extremely busy 
and dangerous," he said. “It can really get 
pretty wild out there.” ® 
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W hen Judy Rosenstreich 
first won election to the 
Vermont House in 1972, 
she ran as a Republican 
and saw the party as one for liberals 
in the mold of Nelson Rockefeller and 

integration and cheered in 1973 when 
the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court ruling 
legalized abortion. 

Then, as she viewed it, the party 
shifted to the right. “The Republican 
Party went in a completely different 
direction," Rosenstreich, 72, told Seven 
Days. So she joined the Democrats and 
has been firmly allied with the “Ds" for 
decades. 

She’s set on one party, but that can’t 
be said for her opponents in the race 
for two open House seats in central 
Burlington. 

Selene Colburn and Brian Cina will 
also be on the Democratic ballot in the 
August 9 primary, though Colburn is a 
Progressive and Cina has Progressive 
leanings. 

Colburn, who serves on the 
Burlington City Council, sees herself as 
a “fusion” candidate and plans to caucus 
with the Progressives if elected to the 

Cina calls himself a “hybrid” candi- 
date. He’s seeking Progressive endorse- 
ments and says that, if elected, he wants to 
caucus with both the Progs and the Dems 
— even though they often meet at the 
same time, which would make double- 
duty impossible. “I’m getting a lot of flak 
around this choice,” Cina admitted. 

Other Progressive candidates around 
the state are also using the fusion strat- 
egy, including newbies inspired to run by 
Sen. Bemie Sanders (I-Vt). Independent 
Sanders has managed to attract mil- 
lions of supporters in his run for the 
Democratic presidential nomination. 

Call it fusion or hybrid, the Vermont 
Democratic Party is not a big fan of the 
approach in state races. 

“When we’re able to caucus together, 
that’s the moment where we can be as 
effective as possible and really make sure 
that we support our platform and the 
values that we care about as Democrats,” 
said Christina Amestoy, communica- 
tions director for the party. 

The party will dedicate its campaign 
resources to affiliated Democrats and 
won't support Colburn or Cina — but 
will back Rosenstreich. 



— say they support universal health 
care and fossil fuel reduction. Cina is a 
“maybe” for now on marijuana legaliza- 
tion, while Colburn and Rosenstreich 
are for it. Rosenstreich wants to push for 
a public retirement system that covers 
all Vermonters and grow businesses 
that are member-owned cooperatives. 
Colburn stresses affordable housing and 
renewable energy; Cina wants to pro- 
mote economic opportunity and reform 
public education funding. 

Colburn and Cina are more like team- 
mates than opponents: They strategize 
together and meet up for door-knocking 
sessions. 

Cina, 40, is a clinical social worker 
and psychotherapist who lives on Isham 
Street. He grew up in New Jersey and 


moved to Burlington in 1998 after 
graduating from Dartmouth College 
with a music degree. He worked as an 
AmeriCorps volunteer at Spectrum 
Youth & Family Services, then took a 
staff job there. He earned a master’s 
in social work from the University of 
Vermont in 2005 and works in private 
practice in Burlington. 

Many of his clients are children and 
parents. That contributed to his deci- 
sion to run for a spot on the Burlington 
School Board in 2014, his first-ever run 
for elected office. (School board elec- 
tions are nonpartisan.) 

Cina, who is single and has no chil- 
dren, joined the board amid public 
ire over deficits and double-digit tax 
increases. He quickly earned a reputa- 
tion for candor. As an auditor droned on 
during a ponderous public presentation 
about chronic deficits, Cina dismissed 
the jargon and said what many people 
were thinking: “It sounds like a mess.” 
Fixing the mess became a catchphrase 
in the local debate on school woes. 

He was also outspoken as cochair of 
Pride Vermont from 2000-2003, when 
debate swirled around civil unions. He 
recalled Pride events around the state, 
especially in rural areas, “where 14 
people” attended and were “scared” to 
be seen at a gay-rights event “It was the 
whole ‘Take Back Vermont’ era,” he said, 
referring to the movement that cropped 
up to protest civil unions. 

Cina said he doesn't currently 
identify as gay but considers himself 
“multi-spirited." 

“I feel like I have a masculine-femi- 
nine spirit," he explained to Seven Days. 

Like Cina, Rosenstreich grew up in 
New Jersey. She is the daughter of a 
Polish immigrant homemaker and a self- 
educated father who helped design the 
first automatic pinsetters for bowling 
alleys. She moved to Vermont as a young 
mother in the late 1960s after graduat- 
ing from the University of Connecticut 
with a political science degree. She 
later earned a master's degree at Saint 
Michael’s College. 

Rosenstreich has lived on Henry 
Street for almost 20 years and works as 
a senior policy adviser at the Vermont 
Department of Mental Health. She also 
worked as executive director for the 
Vermont State Employees’ Association, 
and in leadership roles for a variety 


The Chittenden 6-4 district where 
they are running encompasses a north- 
eastern swath of Burlington. It includes 
some Old North End streets, student 
dorms and off-campus rentals, subsi- 
dized housing, carefully restored high- 
end homes and the sprawling University 
of Vermont and University of Vermont 
Medical Center campuses. 

Incumbent Reps. Kesha Ram, 
a Democrat, and Chris Pearson, a 
Progressive, are giving up their seats, but 
not politics. Ram is running for lieuten- 
ant governor, while Pearson is seeking 
the Democratic nomination for a state 
Senate seat. (Pearson is treasurer of 
Cina’s campaign.) 

All three candidates vying to replace 
them — Cina, Colburn and Rosenstreich 
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of nonprofits. She is divorced and has said. “I don’t know why she’s running 


POLITICS 


three grown children. 

When Rosenstreich first ran for 
the House back in the 1970s, she faced 
subtle and not-so-subtle 
sexism. One of her oppo- 
nents questioned whether 
she would be able to hold 
office and take care of her 
children; others saw a 
woman candidate as a curiosity. But she 
persevered and in an upset became the 
first woman elected to represent the 
town of Waterbury in the legislature. “I 
was a trailblazer,” she said. 

At a Statehouse orientation for 
new lawmakers, a commit- 
tee chairman greeted the 
newcomer with this remark: 

“My, you’ll add to the scenery 
around here.” 

Rosenstreich responded: 

“I hope I do more than add to 
the scenery.” 

Over time, Rosenstreich 
said, she made many friends 
and was taken seriously as a 
lawmaker, in spite of the fact 
that she stood out as much 
for her youth as her gender. 

At just 28, “I was the 
youngest woman in the his- 
tory of the Vermont General 
Assembly,” Rosenstreich said. 

During her second term, 

Rosenstreich was appointed as a White from BHS in 1987. She studied dance 
House Fellow in Washington, D.C., Bennington College and then 
where she focused on energy policy. 

Back in Vermont, she worked in a variety 
of jobs and switched to the Democratic 
Party. 

After moving to Burlington, 

Rosenstreich sought to restore the 
front porch on her 19th-century brick 
house. Initially, she was told the porch 
rebuild would be too close to a neigh- 
bor’s property under city rules. She 
argued that the rules discouraged r 


TO GET 
ELECTED 


1 1976, 


Democrat.” 

Colburn defended her decision, 
saying it would be tough to run as a 
“straight-up Progressive" 
in a presidential election 
year. Some voters will be 
casting a ballot for the first 
time and might “never have 
experienced a third party,” 

she said. 

Democrats might not like her ap- 
proach, Colburn acknowledged, but she 
vowed to work closely with all parties 
if elected. And she does not apologize 
for going the fusion route. “I think you 
have to think about the most 
successful strategy to get 
elected,” she said. 

Progressives, too, who don’t 
“love” the fusion strategy, 
Colburn added, declining to 
name names. “It cuts both 

She was bom in Burlington 
and has deep roots in the city 
and its institutions. Her late 
grandfather founded the art 
department at the University 
of Vermont, while her late 
grandmother was an English 
teacher at Burlington High 
School. Colburn, 46, grew 
Willard Street and graduated 


where she worked in San Francisco. She 
earned a master’s in library and infor- 
mation science at Simmons College in 
Boston in 1999. She works as an assistant 
library professor at UVM and lives on 
Latham Court with her husband and 
two children. 

As a city councilor, Colburn pushed 
for a policy to require Burlington Police 
to carry Narcan, the drug that can re- 
heroin overdoses. Since police 


toration in the historic neighborhood began carrying the antidote in January, 


— and helped secure a preservation- 
friendly zoning change. Preservation 
Burlington gave Rosenstreich an 
award, and she scored political points. 

Rosenstreich said she will be a 
problem-solver in the Statehouse. 
“I’ve spent many years working at 
the legislature representing different 
organizations," Rosenstreich said. “I 
come to this with a full understanding 
of how the process works, how to be 
effective.” 

She emphasized that she’ll caucus 
with the Democrats and that voters 
can be confident in who she says she 
is politically. That’s a contrast from 
Colburn, Rosenstreich said. “She’s 
known as a Progressive,” Rosenstreich 


they have used it at least once a month 
and saved lives, Colburn said. 

It's this kind of change that makes 
politics worth it, she said. “I cried when 
I learned about their first reversal,” 
she said. “I learned that you can make 
real differences in real people’s lives by 
doing this work." 

The primary will likely decide 
which two candidates will go on to 
represent the district. No one has filed 
as a Republican or as a Progressive, and 
those ballots are blank. Absent a write- 
in campaign, two of three contenders on 
the Democratic ballot will show up at 
the Statehouse come January. © 

Contact: molly@sevendaysvt.com 
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Taking Stock «p.ts 

relationship with a UVM associate vice 
president 

“Dan Fogel was an excellent hire,” 
Lisman asserted, arguing that he 
reestablished the university's com- 
petitive reputation, beefed up faculty 
salaries and revitalized aging campus 
infrastructure. 

But Lisman has yet to demonstrate 
that he can govern in the public eye. As 
he campaigns, he speaks as if he’s in a 
boardroom full of people who have to 
be there and know the lingo. 

At a June 27 meeting with the 
Professional Fire Fighters of Vermont 
in Barre, Lisman left members looking 
listless. Eschewing the microphone, he 
was marginally audible and made little 
effort to win the firefighters’ endorse- 
ment, though the labor union has in 
the past gone to bat for both Democrats 
and Republicans. 


Lisman did assure his audience that 
he opposes right-to-work laws that 
allow workers to benefit from union 
negotiations without paying dues. 

But when the firefighters asked 
what he would do about workers’ 
compensation that doesn’t cover all the 
risks they face, he replied, “I’d like to 

Asked about fire academy funding, 
he said, “Well, if I knew more about it, I 
might be able to tell you more about it." 

At a forum later that day in 
Burlington sponsored by groups of 
social services providers, Lisman gave 
answers the audience was looking for. 
He said, for example, that he supported 
increased funding for mental health 
treatment. 

But Lisman, a small and bullish man 
who looks like he's perpetually shrug- 
ging, also rifled through many answers 
with perplexing generalities. 

“The person you elect will tell you a 
lot about what you expect to happen in 


10 years, but in fact it’ll direct us to that 
direction," he said in his closing state- 
ment “I'm not suggesting a revolution. 
Rather, I’m suggesting competence. 
Instead of incoherence, objectivity 
about what we need to do.” 

Pressed for details on his positions, 
Lisman responds as if he’s unaccus- 
tomed to sharing his opinions publicly. 

He has called for repealing the Act 
46 school district consolidation law. Yet 
when asked how, as a Shelburne resi- 
dent, he voted last month on whether 
to consolidate districts within the 
Chittenden South Supervisory Union, 
he initially refused to say. His vote was 
private, he said. 

Reminded that he’s a candidate for 
governor and his vote would reveal 
how he thinks Act 46 is playing out in 
his own community, he relented: “I 

The merger vote passed over- 
whelmingly in Shelburne and four 
other towns. 


Lisman is convinced, nonetheless, 
that Vermonters are fed up with how 
their government is run, whether it 
involves consolidating school districts 
or the beleaguered Vermont Health 
Connect insurance exchange. 

“I believe in strong management,” 
he said at the Burlington forum, taking 
a swipe at departing Democratic Gov. 
Peter Shumlin. “I believe we're sup- 
posed to hire the best people we can 
find, not the best people we know.” 

First, he'll have to persuade voters 
that a career Wall Streeter can do that. 

Lisman dismissed the suggestion 
that his big-bucks background makes 
it hard for him to relate to average 
Vermonters. “Nobody asks me about 
that," he said. “People are generally un- 
happy with the government that serves 
them. That’s what people talk to me 
about." ® 

Contact: terri@sevendaysvt.com 
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Bard in the Yard: Celebrating 400 Years 
of Shakespeare in Bloom 


A rose by any other name 
would smell as sweet, but 
the phrase probably wouldn’t 
have sounded nearly as good 
if attempted by another writer. William 
Shakespeare was a master gardener of 
the English language, plucking the most 
colorful words from his fertile imagina- 



S tion to plant seeds of doubt about human 
> nature. Four centuries after his death, 

1 Shakespeare’s popularity is still growing 
z like a weed. 

S Jericho’s 2016 country garden tour 
on Saturday, July 16, commemorates 
the Bard’s quadricentennial with 
^ Shakespeare in the Garden. It’s a unique 

8 addition to the plethora of events this 

9 year that have commemorated his pass- 
ri ing in 1616. A tour committee brain- 
§ stormed the theme last February, and 

the DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY. 

along with six local residents, literally 
£ cultivated it on their grounds this spring. 

2 Proceeds from ticket sales will benefit 
“ the Jericho Community Center, where 
Si villagers have been gathering since 1847. 

Each garden on the tour has photos 
m of Shakespeare next to species that crop 
g up in his plays. Visitors might be sur- 
i prised to discover just how frequently 
g he waxed poetic about plants. More than 
p 150 varieties — from aloe to yew — are 
K referenced in the playwright’s prolific 
Ri output. Many of them made the journey 



POETIC ABOUT PLANTS. 

from merry olde England to the New 
World, and subsequently took root in 
Vermont 

In Love's Labour’s Lost, for example, 
Shakespeare praises daisies and violets 
for painting “the meadows with delight" 
Hot lavender, mint and marjoram show 
up in The Winter's Tale. Wild thyme. 


oxlips and luscious woodbine are cel- 
ebrated in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

If the play’s the thing, then Jericho's 
Shakespeare in the Garden is like a bo- 
tanical play that captures the spirit of 
the town. What to see or not to see is up 
to individuals on the self-guided tour. 
Maps to each location are printed on the 
tickets. 

The library will demonstrate that all 
the world's a stage with live readings 


by Elizabeth Bernstein of Shakespeare's 
work every hour between 10 a.m. and 

2 p.m., and written quotes appear on 
stakes among its flower beds. The 
garden’s overall design, according to 
organizing committee member orelyn 
Emerson, “was strongly influenced by 
the rustic Shakespeare Garden in [New 
York’s] Centra] Park in 1916, composed 
of rustic cedar arbors, trellises and 
benches." 

In bob and shirley smith’s garden, two 
streams cascade into a waterfall down 
their hillside. The landscape features tall 
trees and shade-loving plants, including 
numerous varieties of hosta, astilbe, 
marsh marigolds, rodgersia, darmera, 
water lilies and wild strawberries for 
ground cover. Talk about love’s labour. 

joann and dave osborne offer a me- 
dicinal herb garden featuring more than 
40 plants used in teas, tinctures, oils, 
salves and creams. Their calm oasis also 
features stone creatures among the heal- 
ing beds. 

As if wandering through a midsum- 
mer night's dream, visitors to faith 
ingulsrud and eric avildsen's garden will 
tread alongside terraced slopes and 
stone walls toward a wood clearing. 
Edible plants and untamed flora, many 
of them mentioned in Shakespeare’s 
plays, lead the way. 

SANDY FARY and MICHELLE PINAUD'S 

garden landscape was created, you 
might say, measure for measure. Fary 
felled some sugar maple trees in the fall 
and used the wood to build an arbor and 
fence around her vegetable garden. She 
planted wisteria to climb the arbor and 
put the trellis along the fence. Wood 
chips were used for paths that meander 
around the grounds, where vegetable 
plantings are arranged in concentric 
circles. “Because the climate is similar 
to that in England,” Fary says, “I have 
77 plants referenced in [Shakespeare's] 
works.” 

These and other gardens, along with 
an afternoon tea, await visitors to the 
tour on Saturday, which begins at 9 a.m. 
rain or shine. All’s well that ends well at 

3 p.m.© 

INFO 

Shakespeare in the Garden, Saturday, 

July 16. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.. various locations in 
Jericho. $15 in advance at the Jericho and 
Underhill country stores; day-of tickets only 
at the Old Mill Craft Shop in Jericho. 




PLAY’S THE THING 

Over the past few years, Exchange 
Street in Middlebury has become a 
hub for those who want to i mbibe 
local. Among its occupants are 
Stonecutter Spirits. Otter Creek 
Brewing Company, Woodchuck Cider. 
Appalachian Gap Distillery, Aqua 
Vitea Kombucha and Vermont Coffee 
Company. Now, Middlebury's hippest 
street is about to get arty: Vermont 
Coffee Company has opened a theater. 

Last weekend, the Vermont coffee 
company playhouse hosted a debut 
party and performance directed by 
and starring deb gwinn, wife of VCC 
owner p 


"Our whole thing is about bringing 
people together," Ralston said. “What 
do people do in communities? They 
talk; they eat; they do art; they 
share their creativity." 

According to Ralston, opening a 
theater was always part of the plan. 
"This is one of the reasons that we 
roast coffee," he said. "You have to 
pay to do your art It's hard to get 
people to pay you for your art." 

And if coffee helped fund the 
theater, Ralston added, the theater 
will help promote the coffee. "In 
the crudest sense, it’s part of our 
marketing," he said. 

Gwinn is known locally for 
directing 18 seasons of shakespeare 
in the barn at Mary's Restaurant 
at the Inn at Baldwin Creek in 
Bristol. For the past six years, 
she has mounted invitation-only 
performances in a teeny-tiny 
Middlebury studio in the building 
that currently houses the toy shop 
Ollie's Other Place. 

Now, Gwinn said, she's thrilled 
to have a larger venue. The VCC 
playhouse is a 70-seat "gray-box" 
theater: Gray curtains 
enclose the 


space. "We needed to soften our 
walls, and we just thought black 
would be too dark,' she explained. 
Chairs and "retired" lighting were 
obtained from Middlebury College, 
and Ralston built the low stage in 
VCCs on-site woodshop. 

"It's really an industrial 
warehouse vibe," he said. "Its not a 
high-end theater." 

Gwinn will serve as artistic 
director of the playhouse. So far, she 
has booked Gare St Lazare Ireland 
for a couple of shows in October. 
Gwinn calls the theater troupe, 
which adapts Samuel Beckett's 
prose pieces for the stage, "a 
personal favorite." 

For the opening event last 
weekend, Gwinn enlisted local actors 
to perform her new work "Billy the 
Kid Sister." The 20-minute comedy 
was inspired by and set to Aaron 
Copland's 1938 ballet Billy the Kid. 
There was no dialogue. "Its acting 
to music," explained Gwinn. "Its not 
unlike dance, but we don't call it that 
Some people feel it's kind of like a 
silent movie." 

Ralston is also planning to 
occupy the theater on some nights. 
The former Vermont state senator 
currently records his WDEV show 
"The Reluctant Politician" in a studio 
in the VCC building. He hopes to do 
live studio recordings of that show 
in the playhouse, as well as live radio 
dramas. 

"Our hope is that, once a month, 
we have things happening here," 
said Ralston, who sees the theater 
as part of Exchange Street's 
renaissance. He'd like to see the 
former industrial thoroughfare 
become a vibrant arts and culture 
hub, much like Pine Street in 
Burlington's South End, he added. 

The first order of business: 
getting the street a sidewalk. 

MEGAN JAMES 
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FINE JEWELRY 


30-75% Off 

Select items 

"Come as a customer, 
leave as a friend" 

30 NO MAIN ST • ST ALBANS 
Eatonsjewelry.com 
802-524-4055 



SALES INSIDE & OUT! 


OUTSIDE 

75% off 

INSIDE 

20% off 

34 NO MAIN ST • ST ALBANS 
BayberryCottagevt.com 
802-527-8256 



Christmas 

it in inJuly! 


Huge selection with on 
dishes, linens, electrics, 
scratch S dent table! 


What a Yarn 
& Antiques 


Berroco Elba, 
Berroco Modern 
Cotton, Berroco Mixer 

25% off 

Up to 50% Off select 
pattern books and yarn 

54 NO MAIN ST • ST ALBANS 
whatayarnvt.com 
802-393-0121 


10% off 

on purchases over $100 




Board Games, 
Card Games, RPG's 
& much more!!! 

13 CENTER ST., ST. ALBANS 
Rocketpunchgames.com 
802-393-5696 


‘toggle tSh 

15% off 

bulk candy 

Frozen Yogurt 
& Candy Shoppe 

32 SO. MAIN ST., ST. ALBANS 
802-527-1200 


XEIjc (Eloquent $age 

New, Used & Rare Books 
Hundreds of book for 

as low as 25C 

70 N. MAIN ST. 
802-527-7243 



#1 "Most Innovative 
School" in the North 

- U.S. News & World Repor 
2016 “America's Best Colie 


LET US DARE 


CHAMPLAIN COLLEGE 

Graduate Studies 

WANTED: Innovators 

Sound like you? 

Our online and on-campus MS and MFA in Emergent Media 

programs are for makers, creators and innovators like you. 

Champlain is looking for next-gen thinkers who want to 
design mission-based and innovative digital media that 
will have social and economic impact. 

Classes Start in August 


learn more AT: champlain.edu/mem 
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Short Stops 
in Four 
Volumes 

BY MARGOT HARRISON 

S even Days' writers can’t possibly 
read, much less review, all the books 
that arrive in a steady stream by 
post, email and, in one memorable case, on a very 
exhausted donkey. So this monthly feature, Page 32, is our way of introducing you 
to new books by Vermont authors. To do that, we’ll contextualize each book just a 
little and quote a single representative sentence from, yes, page 32. 

Inclusion here implies neither approval nor derision on our part, but simply: 
Here are a bunch of books that Seven Days readers might like to know about. In 
this installment, we have a bit of an inadvertent theme: books that explore (and 
sometimes extol) a return to the land. 




Clearer in the Night 

Rebecca Croteau. Penner Publishing. 
348 pages. $13.99. 

“His smile was soft, like the 
sun right before it sets on a 
fall night.” 

Last year, I interviewed rebecca 
croteau of Colchester about “the 
booming business of writing erotic 
romance.” Since then, Croteau has 
added this full-length novel — the 
first in a potential series — to her 
output of shorter works. While 
Clearer in the Night has steamy 
passages, it’s not a work of erotica, 
but rather a coming-of-age tale 
with a paranormal element. The 
twentysomething heroine grapples 
with a telepathic gift and ambiguous 
advances from a tall, dark stranger 
— shades of Sookie Stackhouse on 
“True Blood." Croteau gives plenty 
of weight to realistic psychological 
elements, such as the narrator’s 
embattled relationship with her 
mom, and her prose is lyrical and 
sometimes bitingly funny. 



The Road to Walden 
North 

Sheila Post, Green Writers Press. 240 
pages. $24.95. 

“I am exacting on both fronts, 

Katie — research and fashion.” 

Henry David Thoreau was, 
arguably, the very first back-to- 
the-lander, and sheila post pays 
him tribute in this novel of ideas, 
published by Brattleboro’s green 
writers press. The protagonist is a 
young Harvard professor who finds 
her convictions challenged when 
she’s asked to teach a seminar on 
Thoreau. Battling for her mind and 
heart are two very different men: 
one an erudite, status-obsessed 
Boston Brahmin, the other a rugged 
Vermonter who’s following in 
Thoreau’s footsteps. 



Rising to the 
Challenge: 

The Transition 
Movement and 
People of Faith 

Ruah Swennerfelt, foreword by 
Rob Hopkins, Producciones de La 
Hamaca for the Quaker Institute for the 
Future, 121 pages. $15. 

“Rob and the students hoped 
to demonstrate to local people 
that ‘life with less oil could, 
if properly planned for and 
designed, be far preferable to 
the present’” 

The “Rob” referenced here is Rob 
Hopkins, one of the founders of the 
Transition Town movement, which 
aims to help whole communities 
develop the group spirit and 
resilience necessary to weather 
the challenges of climate change. 
Hopkins contributed a foreword 
to this compact manual by ruah 
swennerfelt, a founding member 
of Transition Town Charlotte. In 
clearly organized sections, the 
author presents the history and key 
concepts of Transition — such as 
“resilience” versus “sustainability” 
— with an emphasis on “what 
people of faith can bring to this 
innovative Movement." Bearing a 
glowing blurb from bill mckibben. 
the book works to build bridges 
between activists of traditional 
faiths and those who see themselves 
as firmly secular. 


We Are as Gods: 

Back to the Land 
in the 1970s on the 
Quest for a New 
America 

Kate Oaloz, PublicAffairs, 384 pages. 
$26.99. 

“Peg had always prided her- 
self at being fashionably ahead 
of the crowd in her tastes and 
enthusiasms, but when she 
heard about how they were 
living over at Myrtle [Hill 
Farm] — cooking over camp- 
fires and living in lean-tos 
— she thought, ‘They’re out 
there, I’m square.’” 

Perhaps you saw the headlines 
in April: “Bernie Sanders Was 
Kicked Out of a Commune for Not 
Working.” “Bernie Sanders Was 
Asked to Leave Hippie Commune.” 
The source of those pieces of 
clickbait was a brief episode in part- 
time Vermont resident KATE daloz’s 
thoughtful, personally inflected 
study of the back-to-the-land 

In an engaging, novelistic style, 
Daloz traces the founding and 
growing pains of Myrtle Hill Farm 
— the pseudonym for a real com- 
mune in the Northeast Kingdom, 
and a microcosm of the 1970s move- 
ment that reversed America’s urban 
migration pattern. The book main- 
tains a delicate balance, neither an 
expose of back-to-the-landers nor 
a celebration of them. Personal 
experience seems to make it easier 
for Daloz — who was raised in a 
geodesic dome not far from Myrtle 
Hill — to acknowledge both the 
highs and lows of the movement 
She presents a convincing argument 
that, while rural living turned out to 
be no idyll, the back-to-the-landers 
nonetheless “helped to bend the 
mainstream in their own direction." 

And the Bernie story? Well, 
“kicked out” may be a strong way 
of putting it, given that Sanders was 
never a commune member in the 
first place. In 1971, Daloz relates, 
he spent three days interviewing 
Myrtle Hill residents as a journalist, 
after which one member, who was 
tired of “sitting around and talking 
about ideas ... politely requested 
that he move on." ® 

Contact: margot@sevendaysvt.com 
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Free-Failin’ 



Plus, the ride up is fun, and when you 
jump off, it’s quiet and very peaceful. 
Helicopters are fun, too. The ride is just 
as fun as the skydive. Again, the exit is 
cool because you’re not moving, just 
stepping out 

SD: Have you flown a wing suit? 

OT: Oh, yeah. They’re a popular item. 
You're your own flying squirrel through 
the sky, and it’s really, really fun. We 
offer the training for them, but you need 
a minimum of 200 skydives before you 
can try one. 

SD: Is Vermont a nice place to 
skydive? 

OT: Well, I’m biased, but I would say it’s 
the prettiest place in the United States to 
skydive. We’ve jumped in Brazil, right by 
the ocean. That was really pretty, too. A 
lot of our people come from all around, 
and they’re like, “Wow." It’s just jaw- 
dropping when you’re up there looking 
across the lake and the mountains. 

SD: Who are the oldest and youngest 
skydivers you've taught? 

OT: You have to be 18 years of age to sign 
the waiver. Otherwise it won’t hold up in 
a court of law. The oldest skydiver we’ve 
had was a 92-year-old woman. 


W hen Ole Thomsen steps 
out on weekends, he’s set- 
ting himself up for quite 
a fall — 12,000 feet, to be 


INFO 

Vermont Skydiving Adventures, 4369 Route 
17. West Addison. 759-3483. vtskydiving.com 


The 53-year-old Montreal native 
is founder and co-owner of Vermont 
Skydiving Adventures in West Addison. 
Established in 1992 at the Franklin 
County State Airport in Swanton, the 
skydiving school quickly relocated to 
Shelburne, then to its current location, on 
a private airstrip behind a former donkey 
farm aptly named Ass-Pirin Acres. 

Thomsen remembers seeing sky- 
diving on television as a kid; when he 
turned 18, he began looking for places 
to learn it. Three years later, in a bar, 
he overheard someone mention that 
he’d learned to skydive in Malone, N.Y. 
Thomsen drove there the following 
week and did his first jump over Labor 
Day weekend 1984. He returned a week 
later to repeat the feat and was hooked. 

In the 32 years since, Thomsen has 
completed about 11,500 jumps. Between 
May and the end of October, he works 
full time as a skydiving instructor — or, 
as he puts it, “as full time as a summer- 
weekend, weather-dependent business 
in Vermont gets.” 

Thomsen says he can teach almost 
anyone to tandem skydive — that is, sky- 
dive harnessed to an instructor — in just 
20 minutes. Students go up in one of the 
school’s two Cessnas. In the absence of 
cloud cover or ground winds exceeding 
14 miles per hour, they can jump from 
9,000 to 12,000 feet up and free-fall for 
about 30 seconds. 

Last week. Seven 
Days caught up with 
Thomsen on the ground. 

He sported a Vermont 
Skydiving Adventures 
T-shirt that read, 

“What could possibly 
go wrong?” I asked him 
that question in light 
of last August’s “hard- 
landing” death of Joe 
Crossley, a 68-year-old 
instructor at the school. 

Witnesses reported that 
Crossley, who’d been 
skydiving for 49 years, appeared uncon- 
scious before his landing. 

SEVEN DAYS: Have you ever had 
anything go wrong while you were 
skydiving? 

OLE THOMSEN: No. Of course, we 
jump with two parachutes, and today 


they’re all modern. There’s a computer 
on the parachute, so if you forget to pull 
[the rip cord], the computer will open it 
for you — if you get knocked out or get 
complacent and forget your altitude. I’ve 
used my reserve parachute five times in 
32 years. It’s not really scary, because 
you train for it So when [a parachute 
failure] does happen, it’s a confidence 
builder. 

SD: You're more likely to get killed 
in the car on the way to skydiving, 
right? 

TO: That is a feet If you want the stats, 
it’s more dangerous to ride your bicycle 
[or] to drive in a car with 
a driver between the 
ages of 16 and 2L It’s 
also more dangerous to 
work on a farm or work 
in construction. 

SD: Have you jumped 
from high altitudes? 

OT: Oh, yeah, but not 
in our planes. Other 
centers have high- 
altitude jumps where 
you have to have oxygen 
on board. The highest 
I’ve done was from 
24,000 feet. It’s like a novelty jump. 
It costs more money, but it’s fun to do 
every now and then. 

SD: How about from different kinds of 

OT: Oh, yeah. Hot-air balloons are fun to 
jump out of, because they're stationary. 


NAME 

Ole Thomsen 

TOWN 

West Addison 

JOB 

co-owner, 
Vermont Skydiving 
Adventures 


SD: What's the best part of your job? 

OT: It’s a people sport, so just meeting 
all the people. When someone shows 
up and wants to do a tandem skydive, 
of course they’re nervous, they’re 
scared, but they’ve come this far. Once 
you take them up and land with them, 
the adrenaline and excitement just 
feeds you. 


SD: Have you had any unusual 
requests from your customers? 

OT: We’ve had people propose in the 
airplane on the way up. We’ve had 
people lay out big sheets on the ground 
that say, “Will you marry me?” 


SD: Anything else people should 
know about this sport? 

OT: What can I say? It’s not for 
everybody. Some people say you must 
have a death wish to skydive. It’s actually 
the opposite. You have a life wish. It’s 
like any activity. You can be afraid of life 
and sit on your couch and do nothing, or 
you can go biking, hiking or skydiving. 
When we’re on our deathbed, what do 
we remember? Our memories, or how 
much money we made? I’ll take the 
memories. ® 


Contact: ken@sevendaysvt.com 


Dear Cecil, 


Why are humans so afraid of insects? My first 
response is to think that insects spoil our food, 
and a single insect can quickly turn into many, 
but mice and birds eat our food, too, and mice 
carry diseases. But almost nobody is afraid of 
birds, and mice don't inspire nearly the same 
revulsion that insects do. 

Nathan 



I don’t know that I’d nomi- 
nate mice as an exemplar of 
an unscary stimulus, to be 
honest — fear of mice is one 
of the most common fears out 
there. It’s got its own entry as 
a phobia in the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders, 4th Edition, and, in 
most surveys, it’s right up there 
with fears of spiders, snakes, 
dogs and insects. I’ll give you 
birds, though. Nobody’s afraid 
of birds. 

But it is true there’s a special 
weight attached to the fear of 
bugs, which has received more 
attention in the scientific lit- 
erature than mouse phobia has. 
Plus, there was that Jeff Daniels 
movie. I’m conflating spiders 
and insects here, though spi- 
ders are, of course, arachnids; 
I don’t think too many bug- 
2 phobes are busy worrying 
“ about that distinction. In fact, 
£ researchers often collapse a 
2 whole bunch of critters into 
£ a small-animals category that 
“ also includes snakes, worms, 
etc., being less interested in 


creature-specific fear than in 
what motivates powerful fear 
responses in general. 

So why bugs? Some say, 
maybe unsurprisingly, that it’s 
evolution: There may just be 
things humans are genetically 
predisposed to fear because 
they once presented us with a 
distinct mortal threat. Spiders, 
for instance: “Humans were at 
perennial, unpredictable and 
significant risk of encounter- 
ing highly venomous spiders 
in their ancestral environ- 
ments,” Joshua New, a profes- 
sor of psychology at Barnard, 
told the Sunday Times in 2014. 
Eventually, the idea goes, 
awareness of that risk crept into 
ourDNA. 

New was coauthor of a 
study that year suggesting that 
humans retain a special abil- 
ity to quickly identify spiders 
in our visual field. Subjects 
answered questions about 
images they’d seen flashed on 
a computer screen, which in- 
cluded depictions of spiders, 
flies and hypodermic needles 


as well as abstract shapes. The 
subjects recalled seeing the spi- 
ders better than anything else, 
having evolved — the authors 
surmised — the need to detect 
spiders’ presence tout de suite. 

Tests on young children have 
also lent credence to the idea 
that there are some fears people 
are inherently inclined toward. 
One 2008 paper, for instance, 
reported that infants associated 
footage of snakes with audio of 
a frightened-sounding voice. 
Similarly, you'll see it argued 
that a famous depth-perception 
experiment from the 1960s 
called the “visual cliff” — in 
which human babies and young 
animals must decide whether 
it’s safe to crawl onto a solid but 
transparent plank suspended 
above the floor — demonstrates 
an innate fear of falling in spe- 
cies that don’t fly or swim. 

As always with evolution- 
ary psychology, not everyone’s 
buying it. Some might point 
to a quirky study structured 
roughly like New’s, only here 
the subjects were first screened 


with two tests: one gauging fear 
of spiders, the other measur- 
ing in-depth familiarity with 
the British sci-fi show “Doctor 
Who.” (Like I said, quirky.) 
They were then asked to find 
a picture of a horse in a grid of 
other images, including spider 
photos and "Doctor Who” stills, 
and guess what? Relative to the 
control group, both “Doctor 
Who” fans and arachnophobes 
were slower to find the horse, 
suggesting that we’re simply 
more apt to notice (and thus 
be distracted by) things we're 
already interested in. If you fear 
spiders for whatever reason, 
you’ll be more attuned to them; 
it doesn’t need to be genetic. 

Critics also see the evo- 
lutionary theory as too con- 
venient: After the fact, “it is 
quite easy to create a plausible- 
looking adaptive scenario for a 
phobia to almost any stimulus,” 
in the words of one researcher. 
Plus, why would people spe- 
cifically fear small danger- 
ous animals like spiders and 
snakes, but not larger, preda- 
tory animals that also have the 
potential to do lethal damage 
— lions, tigers, and bears? And 
why do so many people fear 


cockroaches, which are practi- 
cally harmless? 

Another theory, then, is 
the disease-avoidance model, 
which suggests that our re- 
sponses don't stem from a fear 
of violent harm but from what 
researchers have called “the 
food-rejection response of dis- 
gust”; why we fear insects more 
viscerally than we fear lions, in 
short, is that (as you suggest) 
insects are the sort of thing 
that would mess up our food. 
A 1997 paper examining fears 
of various animals among sub- 
jects in seven countries found 
a great deal of cross-cultural 
consistency in the way people 
responded to the animals in 
the “disgust-relevant” category 
— unclean-seeming critters like 
cockroaches, spiders, worms, 
leeches, bats, lizards and rats. 

This is all far from settled, 
clearly. The answer is that 
nobody really knows where 
primal fears come from, and 
there’s some evidence suggest- 
ing they can be learned. Not very 
satisfying, I know, but hey, it’s 
nature versus nurture again! Just 
a few more millennia ofback and 
forth, and we’ll have this very 
debate encoded in our DNA. 


INFO 

Is there something you need to get straight? Cecil Adams can 
deliver the Straight Dope on any topic. Send questions to Cecil via 
straightdope.com orwrite him c/o Chicago Reader, 350 N. Orleans. 
Chicago 60654. 
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f f orry, my plane was late,” my 

customer, Tyler Reynolds, 
apologized from the shot- 
gun seat. “I hope it didn’t 
put you out.” 

We were in my taxi en route to one of 
Stowe’s more deluxe hotels. Tyler was a 
handsome, slender, fresh-faced young 
man, preppy in an effortless, unvarnished 
way that made me assume he was “to 
the manor bom.” I wouldn't have been 
surprised if he was a Tyler Reynolds III, 
or maybe even TV. He simply had that 
bearing. 

“Yeah, I’m sure it was your fault,” I 
kidded him. “Hey, anything within a half 
hour of the scheduled arrival I consider 
on time. Besides, we have ways of moni- 
toring the flight to minimize downtime 
at the airport. Where’d you fly in from. 
New York City?" 

“Yes, LaGuardia. I live in Manhattan, 
on the upper Upper West Side.” 

“Nice. That's a cool neighborhood. 
Columbia University’s up there, if I 
recall correctly from my younger years 
growing up in the city. Are you pursuing 
a career?” 

“Yes, I work at Christie's. You know, 
the auction house? I’m in the American 
Furniture and Decorative Arts depart- 
ment, which is basically anything in the 
house apart from actual art. It’s not ex- 
actly where I want to be, but it’s been a 
great opportunity.” 

“What department do you want to 
work in?” 

“Impressionist and Modern Art,” 
he replied without hesitation. “That’s 
what I studied in graduate school in 
London, and that's my passion and my 
aspiration.” 


“I’m sure you’ll get there once you 
prove yourself,” I said. “Hey, what brings 
you to Vermont? A legit vacation?" 

Tyler exhaled, tapping his hands on 
his thighs. “Yes! A legit vacation. I’m 
meeting my boyfriend at the hotel to 
spend a few days with him and his par- 
ents. This is the second year for all of us. 
We really love Stowe — all of Vermont, 

“That’s music to my ears,” I said, 
chuckling. “My paycheck depends, at 


least partially, on a steady flow of tour- 
ists. Hey, you mind some low and mellow 

“Sure, that would be nice.” 

As I tuned in the radio, I said, “You 
know, I had this vehicle for nearly a 
month before I discovered it came with 
satellite radio. Now I'm, like, addicted 

Tyler said, “Like many New Yorkers, 
we don’t own a car, so I haven't listened 
to it much myself." 

“Oh, it's terrific. There’s, like, a couple 
hundred stations. You know what I’ve 
lately gotten into? Andy Cohen, the 
guy behind all those housewife reality 
shows — he has his own channel. I think 
they call it Radio Andy. A lot of his show 
hosts are gay, and I’m enjoying the sen- 
sibility they bring to the interviews and 
whatnot” 

Gay sensibility? What on Earth was 
I going on about? Probably another 
instance, I realized, of showing my age. 


As I came into my teens in the late ’60s, 
few gay people were out. Homosexuality 
was still talked about in hushed tones, if 
at all. Only years later did I realize that 
I had probably had a couple of friends 
who were gay. (They may not have 
known it then, either, now that I think 
about it.) Thankfully, at least in younger 
generations, gayness is no longer much 
of an issue. 

“That’s great,” Tyler said, and merci- 
fully left it at that. WASP culture, I've 


observed, is predicated on the transmu- 
tation of awkward social interactions. It 
probably stems from the first imperative: 
avoidance of conflict This is not the 
healthiest basis for relationships (see the 
novels and short stories of John Updike), 
but I appreciated Tyler's forbearance. 

“So, Tyler,” I asked, shifting the topic 
off my imaginary gay radio friends, “does 
your job involve contact with the firm’s 
clients?" 

“Oh, all the time, and I really enjoy it 
Just last week was the Joan Rivers estate 
sale. Perhaps you read about it? I was 
helping a client bid on Joan's dog's silver 
water bowl. This was a Tiffany piece en- 
graved with the dog’s name, Spike. Joan 
was quite the gal, wasn't she?” 

We both laughed in memory of the 
iconic, inimitable, irrepressible female 

“We estimated it, pre-auction, at two 
to three thousand,” Tyler continued, 
“based mostly on the silver content, not 


the provenance. But it actually brought 
over 13,000, if you can believe it. The sad 
thing is, some bidders think of celebrity 
pieces as an investment, but the value 
rarely holds up — and, in fact, often 
plummets. The price is usually at its peak 
soon after the celebrity’s death." 

“That makes sense,” I opined, “but 
who among us would not covet Spike's 
silver water bowl? It's really priceless, 
isn’t it?” 

Again, we laughed in tandem. Turning 
onto Stowe's Mountain Road, I asked, 
“So, are you and your boyfriend the- 
atergoers? Have you seen anything good 
lately?” 

“We are,” Tyler replied. “Somehow, 
Stephen scored us tickets to Hamilton, 
which we saw last month. I didn’t even 
want to know how much he paid for 
them. But it was as amazing as the re- 
views have said it was. Well worth it” 

“You know, I always claim that I barely 
miss the Big Apple at all,” I said. “But, if I 
had the dough, I would take up residence 
at the Plaza for a couple of months and 
go to a show every night.” 

“You’re certain you don’t miss New 
York?” Tyler asked with a smile and a 
wink “Is that your story? Because you 
kind of light up when you talk about it” 

“Busted, Tyler,” I conceded, chuckling 
as I turned into the hotel driveway. “I 
guess maybe I do, just a little." ® 

All these stories are true, though names m 
and locations may be altered to protect g 
privacy. 5 

info 











D riving up North Street in his 
black SUV the afternoon of 
July 1, Burlington Police Chief 
Brandon del Pozo spotted one 
of his rookie cops talking with 
a Somali American man outside 
the Community Halal Store. Del Pozo, 
dressed in his dark blue uniform with 
expertly burnished tuxedo shoes, pulled 
over and walked up to them. 

Abdinur Hassan greeted the chief 
like an old friend. “Abu Zone'." (“Father 
of Zane!") he called out, referring to del 
Pozo’s young son Zane. 

“I was just learning about Islam,” 
explained Vincent Ross, a lanky officer 
assigned to patrol North Street on foot. 

“Are you observing Ramadan?” del 
Pozo asked Hassan. Then he added, 
switching casually to Arabic, “Ba’ad sitta 
ayoum, into khallas, nam ?' (“After six 
days, you’re finished, yes?”) 

“Yes, yes, khallas" answered Hassan. 
In the year since he arrived in 
Burlington, del Pozo has become a ubiqui- 
tous presence in the city, equally comfort- 
able talking about Islam outside a halal 
shop, debating drones with privacy advo- 
cates or discussing film with a reporter. 

The energetic Brooklyn native, an 18- 
year veteran of the New York City Police 
Department, was picked by Mayor Miro 
Weinberger to replace outgoing chief 
Mike Schirling. It was a controversial 
choice. Del Pozo endured intense grill- 
ing, but in the end he won over the city 
council. Even so, Burlingtonians may not 
have fully understood what they were 
getting: a chief with big ambitions to 
position this small city at the vanguard 
of American policing reform. 

The Ivy-educated del Pozo is work- 
ing on a PhD in philosophy and has a 
book deal with a prestigious publish- 
ing house. He’s an “intellectual with a 
badge,” says a New York acquaintance, 
writer Gary Shteyngart. 

Hardly an armchair chief, del Pozo 
combines a philosopher’s appetite 
for discourse with a cop’s inclination 
toward action. 

Since his arrival, he’s put his depart- 
ment at the center of efforts to address 
opiate addiction and mental health 
crises. He has equipped all cruisers with 




the overdose-reversing drug Narean. 
He’s created new positions to address 
domestic violence and community 
affairs, ramped up online data and in- 
creased officer training and foot patrols. 

Del Pozo’s dogged outreach — he 
invites imams to lunch; he meets with 
antipolice activists and then tweets 
about it — isn’t mere image burnishing. 
It’s precisely the kind of community 
policing he wants his officers to master. 

New Haven, Conn., Police Chief 
Dean Esserman calls del Pozo "one of 
the future great American police chiefs.” 
Chuck Wexler, executive director of 
the Police Executive Research Forum, 
a progressive policing think tank in 
Washington, D.C., calls him a “rising 
star” and describes his approach to po- 
licing as “iconoclastic.” 

Del Pozo has become a law enforce- 
ment leader during a particularly 
fraught time in American policing. Last 
week, police officers killed two black 
men — in Baton Rouge, La., and out- 
side Sl Paul, Minn. Then, at a protest 
in Dallas on Thursday night, a gunman 
shot and killed five police officers. The 
events brought the rift between cops and 
communities of color into sharp relief. 

“Every police department is now 
inextricably a part of a national debate, 
and we're no different,” del Pozo said 
during an interview Monday. “There’s 
no room for complacency in American 
policing right now.” 

His conclusion: “I believe that, at the 
root of it all, communities of color and 
police officers are all good people, and 
familiarity goes further than anything 
else in bringing them together. Cultural 
competency training is crucial, but it’s 
more about citizens and police sharing 
spaces and experiences day after day.” 
He added: “We can accomplish that” 

Del Pozo said he sent a one-line email 
to Wexler at the end of last week: “Now 
we’re going to see around the country 
who the leaders are in American policing” 

Gathering Intelligence 

Del Pozo’s father fled Cuba at age 14. 
He shined shoes and picked tomatoes 
in Florida before getting drafted and 



Burlingtonians may not have 
fully understood what they were 
getting: a chief with big ambitions 
to position this small city at the 
vanguard of American policing reform. 


dispatched to Hawaii as a combat medic 
during the Vietnam War. 

Del Pozo is the product of a court- 
ship that began in a mailroom in New 
York City — his father, who later became 
a customs broker, was working there 
when he met a Jewish secretary down 
the hall. 

The family of four — del Pozo’s 
younger brother is now a lawyer — 
shared half of a Brooklyn duplex with 
del Pozo’s maternal grandparents. His 
grandfather, who served as a paratrooper 
and fought in the Battle of the Bulge, was 
his childhood hero. 

“It was clear that the only way I was 
gonna not be constantly harried in my 
household was by being a really good 
student,” said del Pozo. Testing into 
Stuyvesant High School, a prestigious 
Manhattan public school, changed his 
life. “The second you get in, your whole 
understanding of your potential is reset,” 
he noted. 


Del Pozo got his first taste of rural 
New England at Dartmouth College, 
where he majored in philosophy. He 
served in the ROTC, joined Kappa Chi 
Kappa fraternity and lost a bid for stu- 
dent assembly president Del Pozo also 
wrote more than 60 columns, often witty 
and contrarian, for the school newspa- 
per. His subject matter was diverse: He 
railed against the cost (30 cents) of extra 
cheese slices in the dining hall, defended 
fraternities, and advocated for allowing 
gay people to serve in the military. 

In one of his final columns, del Pozo 
mentioned having met with senior edi- 
tors at Vanity Fair, the New Yorker and 
other magazines. But he decided he was 
“too young to be a writer,” he recalled, 
and instead joined the NYPD. He fig- 
ured he would “learn a lot about life ... 
and then go to graduate school.” 

Del Pozo started out in 1997 as a beat 
cop, traversing Brooklyn’s East Flatbush, 


often on foot “I literally looked at a map 
and said, ‘I want the most troubled pre- 
cinct I could get to on a bike,’” del Pozo 
said, referring to his mode of commut- 
ing. Three police officers were killed in 
that precinct during his time there. 

He was on duty when terrorists 
piloted planes into the World Trade 
Center in 2001. Dispatched to the scene, 
del Pozo helped evacuate the nearby 
New York Stock Exchange. 

Later, the NYPD sent him to the 
Middle East as part of a terrorism intelli- 
gence-gathering unit Based in Amman, 
Jordan, for two years, del Pozo helped 
train that country’s first community- 
policing unit and picked up some basic 
Arabic in the process. In 2008, he was 
sent to Mumbai on India’s west coast 
after coordinated terror attacks killed 
164 people there. He used ballistics 
analysis and other techniques to study 
how the attacks had been carried out 

Back in New York, del Pozo rose 
through the ranks, investigating police 
corruption in Manhattan and heading 
precincts in the Bronx and Manhattan’s 
West Village. Later, as commanding offi- 
cer for the Office of Strategic Initiatives, 
he ensured that every precinct became 
active on social media. 

Along the way, del Pozo picked up 
three master’s degrees: public adminis- 
tration from the John F. Kennedy School 
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of Government at Harvard University; 
criminal justice from the City University 
of New York’s John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice; and philosophy at 
CUNY, where he’s working toward a 
doctorate. 

From Brooklyn to Burlington 

Last summer, del Pozo left the big city to 
command the police force of Burlington, 
where the entire population is roughly 
equal to that of the NYPD. 

Colleagues told him “it made no fi- 
nancial sense,” recalled the 41-year-old 
father of two boys, ages 4 and 8. He had 
qualms, del Pozo admitted, about leav- 
ing a secure job with a growing pension 
at the institution where he’d spent his 
entire professional life. 

Then Robert Wasserman, a consul- 
tant to current NYPD Commissioner 
William Bratton, told del Pozo over 
lunch, “There comes a time when you 
need to decide: Do you want to be a cop 
who looks at himself as a civil servant? 
Or do you want to be a cop who looks at 
himself as a leader?" 

Del Pozo concluded that he would 
be able to tackle “real urban problems” 
in Burlington “not as a functionary, but 
as somebody who could shape how the 
problems would be addressed,” he said. 

The job would also require him 
to negotiate the politics of policing, 
which was apparent from the moment 
Weinberger chose him. 

Del Pozo’s July 13, 2015 confirmation 
in front of the city council was the most 
hostile hearing in recent history. People 
crammed into Burlington City Hall 
Auditorium holding signs that read, “No 
NYPD in BTV.” One person called him a 
“documented racist Muslim hater." Del 
Pozo looked only faintly uncomfortable 
as people condemned him. 

“Get out of there,” texted his wife, 
Sarah, who was watching online from 
New York. 

He ignored the advice. When it was 
his turn to talk, del Pozo systematically 
rebutted the allegations. He also pledged 
to be a bridge between the police depart- 
ment and the community. ‘What 1 really 
look forward to is sort of that complete 
lack of privacy I’m gonna have on and off 
duty,” he told the council. 

All 12 city councilors voted for him. 

“That was the first time I realized, 
wow, he was born to be a police leader," 
his wife said later. 

Del Pozo’s response: “If this was an 
indifferent populace, I wouldn’t be in- 
terested in being a part of its civic life.” 

A year after his confirmation, the 


chief still hasn't adjusted to Burlington’s 
dress code; he’s possibly the only person 
in the city who sports a pocket square. 
But he fits in when it comes to extracur- 
ricular pursuits: skiing, ice climbing, 
biking and hiking in all seasons. He 
sometimes documents his adventures on 
social media. Burlington’s proximity to 
mountains was a large part of its appeal 
for del Pozo, who also has a house in the 
Adirondacks. 

The fit, square-jawed chief doesn't 
seem to have a resting state. During a 
police commission meeting earlier this 
month, he was alternately talking, jot- 
ting something down in his black note- 
book as someone else spoke, or texting 
under the table. He gives thoughtful, 
nuanced answers laced with scholarly 
references — often apologizing for their 
length midway through. 

Asked about the racial dynamics of 
Vermont’s opiate trade, in which many 
out-of-state dealers are men of color, 
del Pozo responded, “We can’t turn mi- 
nority communities into the bogeyman 
of the opiate crisis. A real worry I have 
is, when we talk about who is bringing 
drugs to town and really exploiting the 
community, if we talk about them being 
predominantly people of color, there’s 
this worry that Vermonters will look 


He's not afraid 

to challenge 
conventional 
thinking. 

CHUCK WEXLER. 
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at their neighbors of color in the same 
light. That’s a problem.” 

Del Pozo is image conscious and care- 
ful with his words. But he also retains 
a beat cop’s bluntness. Talking again 
about racial patterns in the opiate trade, 
he said, “There is injustice packed into 
this, but that doesn’t mean we can take 
it lying down. I mean, it’s killing people.” 

Off the record, he’ll convey in less 
diplomatic lingo his frustration at the 
pace of progress, or with a certain agen- 
cy’s reticence to innovate. Then he’ll 
apologize for going off the record and re- 
iterate his commitment to transparency. 

Del Pozo remains, as the mayor put 
it, a cop’s cop. He’s the kind of executive 
who gets out of bed at 2 a.m. to be at the 


scene while his officers apprehend a 
man who threatened his girlfriend with 
a gun. 

His office is decorated with police 
paraphernalia from his NYPD career: 
helmets, badges, even a ceremonial 
dagger. But del Pozo’s bookshelf reveals 
broader interests: Next to Cop in the 
Hood and Varnished Brass is The Pale 
King, David Foster Wallace’s posthu- 
mous novel about postindustrial work- 

Del Pozo, who has kept a journal since 
high school, still has a creative bent He 
gets animated discussing “Sunday 1287,” 
the short film he wrote and directed last 
year; it was based on a lightly fictional- 
ized account of a murder in his New 
York precinct. Last week, it was selected 
for screening at the 2016 Middlebury 
New Filmmakers Festival. 

After writing one novel that he never 
tried to sell, del Pozo is working on a non- 
fiction book. Top-notch publisher Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux has picked it up. 

While living in New York, del Pozo 
traveled in literary circles, attending 
Paris Review galas and dining with 
acclaimed authors. He met writer 
Shteyngart at one such dinner. 

Shteyngart told Seven Days that he 
frequently asks but is rarely able to 


convince his agent to represent friends. 
When he put her in touch with del Pozo, 
however, she jumped at his proposal 
to write a book about American polic- 
ing, told through his experiences at the 
NYPD. 

“He's a cop who is very erudite, who 
is able to write about law enforcement 
in a way that’s going to be very new and 
unexpected,” predicted Shteyngart “I 
think it will get a lot of attention." 

Del Pozo, who had to be cajoled into 
talking about his artistic endeavors, said 
he assured the mayor, “First and fore- 
most, I’m a chief of police and, second, 
a writer about policing.” As evidence, he 
noted that his draft is overdue. 

Put to the Test 

After his confirmation in Burlington, 
del Pozo continued to make overtures 
to residents who might be inclined to 
mistrust him. The chief, who has made 
it a priority to strengthen ties between 
his department and New American 
communities, went up and down North 
Street introducing himself to shop 
owners. That’s how he met Hassan. 

Evidence that his strategy has 
worked: A pacifist who objects to the in- 
stitution of policing had positive things 
to say about him after he reached out to 
her. “He’s definitely forward-thinking 
in ways that I have not previously seen,” 
said Rachel Siegel, a former city coun- 
cilor and executive director of the Peace 
& Justice Center. 

An event occurred on March 22 that 
tested del Pozo’s commitment to trans- 
parent and accountable policing. After 
a five-hour standoff, one of his officers 
shot and killed an elderly schizophrenic 
man, Ralph “Phil” Grenon, who was 
armed with two knives. The incident 
reignited a debate in Burlington about 
lethal force and how to respond to 

In the months afterward, del Pozo, 
who was at the scene, has defended his 
officers’ actions. But he's also proven 
unusually willing to discuss how his 
department can do better. And he pub- 
licly released virtually all of the police 
body-camera footage, which is often 
withheld. 

Among the outraged citizens was 
Shay Totten, a former Seven Days col- 
umnist who has a son with autism, and 
who went on what Totten himself de- 
scribed as a “bit of a Twitter rant” 

Del Pozo messaged Totten and in- 
vited him to a meeting of residents and 
cops to discuss the shooting. Later this 
month, Totten is giving a presentation 
to the police force about coping with 
mental illness. 


At the end of an interview about 
Grenon’s death, Burlington Free Press 
publisher Al Getler asked del Pozo, 
“So, what do you say to the Monday- 
morning quarterbacks who are still out 
there?” The chief was being offered a 
chance to defend his department but re- 
sponded: “I think they need to continue 
to Monday-morning quarterback. We 
took a human life.” 

“He’s really reflective and much less 
defensive than other police executives 
I’ve met before,” said Sarah Kenney, 
who chairs the police commission, 
a volunteer board that advises the 
department. 

Del Pozo is not willing to endlessly 
rehash, however, and has little patience 
for purely abstract discussions. 

“One of the overriding priorities of 
my time here is to create a police force 
that is very, very good — that's the best 
police force in Vermont — at dealing 
with acute mental health crises in a safe 
way,” del Pozo said. 

While that will require close col- 
laboration with other agencies such as 
the Howard Center and the Burlington 
Housing Authority, del Pozo hasn't 
waited to take action. He's already sent 
several officers to participate in use-of- 
force and de-escalation training. And 
he’s ordered polycarbonate shields 
for his officers, which he thinks could 
reduce the need for force. 



Del Pozo is also cognizant of the more 
quotidian quality-of-life concerns that 
preoccupy residents. (His family bought 
a house on South Union Street in the 
relatively tony Hill Section and gets the 
stray drunk college kid taking a shortcut 
through his backyard.) 

On July L he was driving around the 
city, checking in with officers assigned 
to patrol Burlington by foot Del Pozo 
didn't invent the foot patrol, as veteran 
police officers are keen to clarify. But, in 
a move widely praised by the commu- 
nity, he has increased their frequency 
and focused on “hot spots.” That is, 
areas plagued by drug dealing, such as 
North Street, or persistent panhandling, 
such as the intersection of Church and 
Cherry streets. 

Heading down North Street del Pozo 
noted that he’d gotten the Public Works 
Department to install streetlights that 
are 40 watts brighter. Later, parked at 
the corner of Church and Cherry, he 
observed that his request for the grime 
to be power-washed off Rite Aid’s white 
wall had so far gone unmet 
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While he was stopped, Nancy Kirby, 
a Burlington resident who works at 
nearby Champlain Leather, came up to 
the window to thank del Pozo for step- 
ping up the police presence. 

The chief was clearly delighted by 
the unbidden praise. “Pm blushing,” he 
told her, grinning. But as soon as Kirby 
left, he returned to the point he’d been 
making to a reporter: He’s aware that 
focused foot patrols will push trouble- 
some activity to other streets, not elimi- 
nate it. To achieve a more lasting effect, 
del Pozo plans to employ the kind of 
person-specific, data-driven approach 
that he’s been championing. 

After reviewing civil fine data, his 
department has identified some 15 
people who have accumulated an aver- 
age of 40 tickets each for offenses such 
as public intoxication, public urination 
and aggressive panhandling. On aver- 
age, they’ve each paid one. 

Del Pozo is working with the 
Chittenden County State’s Attorney’s 
Office and the city to implement a 
harder-line approach in such cases. 
In lieu of fines that rarely get paid, he 
wants to start pursuing criminal charges 
against repeat offenders who congre- 
gate downtown. 

This approach will be employed for 
the “smallest number of the biggest 
offenders,” who already have lengthy 
rap sheets, del Pozo stressed. “We’re 
not criminalizing people who haven’t 
already criminalized themselves.” 

Even so, this more punitive approach 
will likely be unpopular in certain 

Jared Carter, a Vermont Law School 
professor who directs the nonprofit 
Vermont Community Law Center, cred- 
ited del Pozo with using community po- 
licing to control drug activity on North 
Street, where he lives. But, citing con- 
cerns about civil liberties, he deemed 
the chief’s tenure a “mixed bag.” For 
example. Carter said, he’s spoken with 
homeless people who say officers are 
overzealous in enforcing city ordinances 
against panhandling and trespassing. 

Internal Affairs 

Some of what del Pozo does — requiring 
rookie cops to watch the play Black 
Angels Over Tuskegee, or bringing in 
an imam to teach them about Ramadan 
— might cynically be viewed as public 
relations stunts designed to please 
the community at the expense of his 
officers. 

What do they think of their chief’s 
approach? 



“Not everything has been smiles and 
hugs, but it’s not adversarial, either,” said 
CpI. David Clements, president of the 
Burlington Police Officers Association. 
“A lot of the things he is hoping to ac- 
complish, in my opinion, probably re- 
quire more staffing,” he noted. In partic- 
ular, Clements is concerned that some of 
del Pozo’s specialized positions, such as 
community affairs officer and domestic 
violence prevention officer, come at the 
expense of the regular patrol division. 

But del Pozo is “way more willing to 
listen to whatever those issues may be — 
in a genuine way,” said Clements, who’s 
worked under four BPD chiefs. While 
previous chiefs have been "excellent 
external leaders,” Clements noted, “We 
really were lacking internal support." 
He applauded del Pozo for putting “an 
emphasis on an officer's well-being.” 

Hours after the killing of the Dallas 
policemen last Thursday, del Pozo 
suspended solo patrols for his officers, 
citing safety concerns. 

Higher Calling? 

Del Pozo is already attracting national 
attention. In May, the Police Executive 
Research Forum gave him its Hayes 
Award, presented annually to an 
up-and-coming chief. Typically the 




There's no room for complacency 

in American policing right now. 


honor goes to a big-city chief, NYPD 
Commissioner Bratton was a recipient 
earlier in his career. 

“He’s not afraid to challenge conven- 
tional thinking,” said director Wexler. 
Wexler said he was particularly struck 
by del Pozo’s response after the Grenon 
shooting and by his willingness to cri- 
tique his own practices. 

Last Saturday, the New York Times 
featured Burlington's chief in a story 
about law enforcement’s reaction to 
the string of tragedies in Baton Rouge, 
Minneapolis and Dallas. 

Asked about the interview, del Pozo 
sounded both eager to weigh in and 
wary of being branded as a talking head: 
“You want to be part of that national 
debate, but you also want to keep on 
doing it at home,” he said. 

Given his quick rise to prominence, 
it’s reasonable to wonder how long he’ll 
stick around. While del Pozo thinks the 
three-year average tenure for a police 
chief is too short, he doesn’t expect his 
current gig to be “a 10-year job.” 


“I would love to stay in policing past 
being the Burlington chief,” he said. 

His people skills, cogency and 
sangfroid under verbal fire have also 
fueled speculation on whether he might 
pursue a political career. 

Del Pozo was prepared for that ques- 
tion. His answer: “I’m not seriously 
considering politics, because the idea of 
constantly having to do what it takes to 
raise money to continue to do your job 
seems like capitalism. It doesn’t seem 
like democracy.” 

He did hint at other inclinations. 

“What I love about policing now 
is how creative you can be, and I 
think whatever I do after this, I want 
it to be something where I can make 
a difference by being creative,” said 
del Pozo. 

“There are also things like writing 
and film,” he added. “You could tell a 
story that matters to Americans about 
something like drugs and policing.” ® 
Contact: alicia@sevendaysvt.com 
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Join us at the ballpark for a memorable 
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Stopping the Buck 

How did Dollar General conquer Vermont so quickly? 


Is 
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T hey have become a defining 
feature of Vermont village 
life, a familiar presence on 
the modern landscape from 
Bennington to the Northeast Kingdom. I 
speak not of covered bridges, white clap- 
board Congregational churches or tidy 
town commons, but of Dollar General 
stores. It’s nearly impossible to drive 
anywhere in Vermont today without 
coming across the familiar yellow signs 
with black block lettering. 

Vermont has 31 Dollar General stores, 
twice as many as it contained three 
years ago, and more than any other New 
England state. Colorado, which has a 
population eight times that of Vermont, 
also has 31 Dollar General stores. 

Granted, the company doesn’t have a 
monopoly on the Green Mountain State’s 
corporate dollar-store market There are 
14 Family Dollar stores in Vermont, and 
eight Dollar Trees, according to com- 
pany documents. 

Still, expert observers say Dollar 
General has been the more forceful pres- 
ence. Speaking about Family Dollar, Paul 
Bruhn, director of Preservation Trust of 
Vermont, said, “They’re way less aggres- 
sive about building stores than Dollar 
General is. Dollar General is the big 
player in the state.” 

The stores’ seemingly inexorable 
proliferation has stirred familiar fears 
that they will chip away at the state’s 
character and jeopardize local business. 
And yet, when one compares the case 
of Dollar General with its most obvious 
parallel — the arrival of Walmart — the 
lack of visible opposition is striking. 

Vermont famously fought the super- 
store’s advent tooth and nail, remaining 
the last state in the country without one 
until 1995. The Walmart in St. Albans 
opened in 2013 only after a 20-year 
legal battle. In both 1993 and 2004, the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
put the entire state on its annual list 
of the 11 most endangered sites in the 
country, citing the threat from big-box 

All over Vermont, Dollar Generals, 
which follow the same low-cost, cookie- 
cutter model as Walmart, seem to have 
sprouted overnight How did they get 
past Vermonters' fierce protectiveness 
of their landscape? 



To begin with, it’s a size issue. Most 
proposed Walmart stores average 
about 100,000 square feet and sit on 
large enough tracts of land to trigger 
Act 250 review, Vermont’s notoriously 
stringent land-use approval process. 
Dollar General stores, by contrast, range 
between 8,000 and 10,000 square feet 
and almost always require fewer than 10 
acres, one of the primary thresholds for 
Act 250 review. 

As a result, the only hurdles new 
Dollar Generals have to clear are local 
zoning and planning ordinances. 
And those have proved to be little 
impediment 

“When citizens try to use local zoning 
or town plans [to oppose the stores], 
they often find these documents are 
not written in a way that is useful," said 
Bristol attorney James Dumont, who has 
assisted citizens' groups in several com- 
munities in their fights against Dollar 
General. “A lot of them have standards 
in them that our supreme court has 
said are not enforceable. Well-intended 
citizens in good faith rely on the zoning 
ordinance, and they go to court and find 
out the zoning ordinance isn't worth the 
paper it’s written on.” 

In Fairlee, for instance, the town had 
zoned the entire Route 5 corridor for 
commercial use, without strict limits on 
building size. When Dollar General an- 
nounced plans for a store in that corridor 
in 2014, citizens’ options were limited. 
Opponents such as Susanne Pacilio, who 
owned a home across the street from the 
proposed Fairlee location, were forced 
to pin their hopes on a vaguely worded 
slice of zoning code stating that new de- 
velopment must be “harmonious" with 
the surrounding area. They failed, as 
Pacilio acknowledged they figured they 
would all along. 

“The zoning in most towns in this 
state is pathetic,” Pacilio said. “Dollar 
General must have seen that when they 
first started exploring Vermont and de- 
cided this was the place they were going 
to conquer.” 

Still, citizens’ groups have fought 
back. The most intense battle occurred 
in Chester, where a group of activists 
spent four years fighting plans to bring a 
Dollar General a stone’s throw from the 
town common and just eight miles from 
an existing Dollar General in Springfield. 
Critics said the store would destroy the 
village’s character and homogenize an 
area that relies heavily on tourism. 

“These things come into the com- 
munity and basically don’t do any- 
thing for the community,” said Shawn 
Cunningham, who led the resistance. 
“They don’t participate in the local econ- 
omy except to take money out. Chester 


is very charming. If [Dollar General] 
begins to make the town like every place 
that people are already familiar with, it 
becomes a less attractive spot.” 

The Chester Development Review 
Board approved the store, but oppo- 
nents, citing what they believed were 
violations of local zoning laws, appealed 
to environmental court and, eventually, 
to the Vermont Supreme Court. 

Last summer, the Vermont Supreme 
Court gave the green light for the store 
— concluding, among other findings, 
that Chester’s zoning ordinance was too 

Now the skeleton of Dollar General 
is rising on Chester’s Main Street, in 
anticipation of a scheduled opening in 
the fall. And locals are nervously won- 
dering whether local commerce will be 
affected. 


THESE THINGS COME 
INTO THE COMMUNITY 
AND BASICALLY 
DON'T DO ANYTHING 
FOR THE COMMUNITY. 

SHAWN CUNNINGHAM 

Cunningham said he gets calls from 
across the country from citizens seeking 
advice on how to stop Dollar General. 
He tells them to hope their local regula- 
tions are strong enough to beat back the 
company’s army of lawyers and develop- 
ment professionals. 

So far, the most successful opposition 
effort occurred in South Hero. When 
a group of local citizens got wind that 
Dollar General was considering moving 
in, they quickly passed a zoning law 
restricting commercial development to 
3,000 square feet, successfully keeping 
the store at bay, according to Vermont 
Public Radio. 

“We are glad to be able to provide 
Vermont residents with the everyday 
low prices and value we offer our cus- 
tomers,” company spokeswoman Crystal 
Ghassemi said. “We do take community 
concerns into account when we are 
choosing store locations and look to be 
long-term, positive corporate citizens 
and community members.” 

Dollar General is considering build- 
ing new stores in Castleton and Pittsford, 
she said. 

Roughly 70 percent of the 12,400 
Dollar General stores nationwide are 


located in communities with fewer than 
20,000 residents. Their primary cus- 
tomers, according to statements from 
the publicly traded company, are low- 
and fixed-income Americans desperate 
to keep their spending in check. 

The pattern holds in Vermont. There 
are no Dollar General stores in Burlington, 
South Burlington, Montpelier, Waterbury 
or Stowe, but Dollar General is open for 
business in Rutland, Bennington and the 
Northeast Kingdom. 

Ground zero for the company’s 
expansion in Vermont appears to be 
downtown Barre, which has two stores 
within a mile of each other. None of 
them seems to have engendered much 
protest from locals. 

On a recent weekday afternoon, I vis- 
ited the dueling shops, located on South 
Main Street and North Main Street, to 
try to understand the appeal that has 
catapulted Dollar General from a single 
store opened in Kentucky in 1955 to a 
corporate colossus with stores in 43 
states and $20 billion in annual sales. 

My first impression was surprise at 
how accessible the stores felt. Walmart, 
with its shelves stretching skyward and 
football-field-size layouts, can intimi- 
date and overwhelm the senses. Dollar 
General, by contrast, feels cozier. 

Yet the range of items available for 
purchase seemed strikingly similar to 
Walmart’s. Within a few square feet in 
the North Main Street store, I found a 
book by Joyce Carol Oates for $3, a tube 
of frozen ground beef for $4.25, a $1 jar 
of pickles, a box of 24 crayons for 50 
cents and a quart of motor oil for $3.60. 

Enticing you to grab all these items 
are yellow and black signs tucked dis- 
creetly atop shelving units: 

“Wow, Simple Prices You Can Add 
Up in Your Head.” 

“Wow, We Accept Manufacturers 
[sic] Coupons." 

(Dollar General seems to be a big fen 
of “wow.”) 

“More deals for your dollar every 
day!” 

“We Always Stretch Your Dollar." 

Each store I visited appeared to have 
only two employees on duty, and there 
were minutes-long spells when no one 
staffed the cash registers. 

When the employees were at their 
posts, they often didn't seem too happy 
to be there. “All I want to do is crawl 
under a rock and not deal with anybody,” 
a twentysomething female cashier mur- 
mured to a customer. “Or go into a room, 
close the door and not deal with the 

That didn’t deter the steady trickle of 
customers, most with carts full of cheap 
groceries and other supplies. 


In the parking lot, I found Celine 
MacDonald, who owns Jerry’s Sports 
Tavern in downtown Barre, loading bags 
of groceries into her trunk. She said she 
buys everything at Dollar General, from 
snacks to juices and sodas for her bar. 
It’s usually cheaper than what her sup- 
pliers offer, she explained. 

No wonder Dollar General stores have 
provoked Vermonters’ age-old fears of 
watching mom-and-pop businesses go 
dark. But experts say the stores’ actual 
economic impact in Vermont is unclear. 

Jack Garvin, chair of the Vermont 
Alliance of Independent Country Stores 
and general manager of the Warren Store, 
said his organization’s members are aware 
of Dollar General’s proliferation but have 
not voiced significant concerns. 

“We’re more of an attraction," Garvin 
said, referring to the typical rustic 
country store's appeal for tourists and 
passersby. 

Country stores that sell more sundry- 
type items could be impacted by compe- 
tition from Dollar Generals, he acknowl- 
edged — then admitted to having bought 
decorations for his own store at a Dollar 
General 

“I am a culprit,” Garvin said. “When 
you live in Vermont, you have to watch 
every penny.” 

Bruhn said his organization sees 
value in Dollar General stores — when 
they are located in downtowns and 
don’t contribute to sprawl. For example, 
Bruhn described a Dollar General in 
Bennington as having “been a good ad- 
dition to downtown.” 

“We understand that there are a lot of 
people that want that kind of shopping 
experience,” Bruhn said. “It’s not unlike 
the old five-and-dime stores. Our con- 
cerns have more to do with location and 
scale. The issue for us is, do we need one 
every eight miles?” 

Even Dollar General’s detractors say 
they are learning to make their peace 
with the stores. Pacilio said she took 
some solace from the fact that her legal 
fight persuaded Dollar General to keep 
several trees and bushes the company 
had wanted to uproot at its new Fairlee 
store. It also scrapped plans for a 16- 
foot illuminated sign in favor of a much 
smaller design. 

“People have told me that’s the nic- 
est-looking Dollar General store they've 
ever seen," Pacilio said. 

But she has urged her tenants not to 
shop at the store. And Pacilio hasn't for- 
gotten the lessons of the Dollar General 
fight — she recently secured a seat on 
her town’s planning board. ® 

Contact: mark@sevendaysvt.com, @Davis7D 
or 865-1020, ext 23 


A Thief in the Night 

Book review: The Killer in Me, Margot Harrison 



becomes a witness to his meticulous 
planning and the horrific brutality he 
exacts upon victims around the country. 
The Thief seemingly has no preferences 
or habits regarding his targets' identities 
or the circumstances of their deaths. 
(An FBI analyst might scoff at the idea 
of a serial killer without an MO, but this 
unpredictability makes him all the more 
terrifying.) 

Whether Shadwell is real or Nina’s 
delusion, the never-ending invasive 
experience is traumatic. In an effort to 
avoid sleeping, she mainlines caffeine 
and Adderall purchased from estranged 
childhood friend Warren Witter. She iso- 
lates herself, emotionally and physically, 
from practically everyone around her. 

Nina’s psychological afflictions seem 
more like those typically associated 
with abuse or sexual assault than with 
psychic links to (possibly imaginary) 
psychopaths. Her physical description 

— “kinda disheveled and pale, with those 
huge eyes ... like the heroine of a murder 
ballad” — only adds to the seriously dis- 
turbing portrait of her inner life. 

For readers who have bet against 
the supernatural (many of us, after all, 
have seen Fight Club), there is down- 
to-earth respite in Warren. Once Nina 
confesses her secret to her childhood 
buddy — knowing full well he’s in love 
with her and is also useful with a gun 

— his voice becomes a humanizing 


T eenage protagonists are 
unreliable narrators, almost by 
definition and through no fault 
of their own. Teens are walking 
existential crises: From friend feuds to 
school plays to weird crushes, they lack 
the maturity to see the larger picture and 
put moments of conflict in perspective. 
Also, adolescence is a time of sussing 
out one’s life. Each teen experiences this 
differently, and others can only hope to 
make sense of it 

This is the premise upon which 
Vermont author Margot Harrison's debut 
young adult novel, The Killer in Me, is 
founded: Is 17-year-old Nina Barrows 
crazy? Can she be trusted to put her own 
terrifying experiences in context with the 
world around her? Is she truly experienc- 
ingasupematural psychic connection with 
a serial killer, or are her “dreams” — of a 
young veteran who kills people at random 
— simply the onset of schizophrenia? 


From the beginning of Nina’s story 

— an exploration of the delicate con- 
tours of family, trauma and adolescence 

— the reader must latch onto this crazy- 
psychic binary in order to make sense of 

The only adopted child of a les- 
bian hippie mother in Vermont, Nina 
describes the typical banality of high 
school, hormonally shifting relation- 
ships and recreational prescription 
drugs in a rural community. All of this is 
rendered even more banal in contrast to 
one defining reality for Nina: As long as 
she can remember, her only dreams are 
those in which she experiences the life 
of a complete stranger, Dylan Shadwell 

— she refers to him as “the Thief” — 
who, after an uneventful military tour 
in Afghanistan, suddenly decides to 
murder people for sport. 

In her sleep (she's on Eastern 
Standard Time, while Shadwell is two 
hours behind in Albuquerque), Nina 


buoy amid her nebulous, often frantic 
account. Warren’s first-person narration 
is interspersed with Nina’s own so that, 
together, they tell a two-sided version of 
her predicament — what it feels like, and 
what it looks like to everyone else. 

Like the reader, Warren wants to be- 
lieve her; the alternative is almost more 
tragic, at least for his lifelong crush. But 
when we begin to suspect that Nina is 
Holden Caulfield-grade unreliable, his 
steadfast devotion keeps us on board 
with their mission. 

Warren’s own struggle is with more 
concrete problems: how to transcend 
the shadow of his redneck criminal 
father and brothers, or whether to aban- 
don his neglected mother and seek the 
college education he really wants. (Also, 
how to keep Nina in his life without 
being a total creep.) 

Warren and Nina take a road trip from 
New England to the Southwest. To their 
parents, it’s a trip to visit colleges and 
meet Nina’s birth mother; to the teens, 
it’s in search of the Thief and the bodies 
he’s buried in the desert But, of course, 
the journey is ultimately about vindica- 
tion — of Nina’s sanity, of their relation- 
ship and of their post-high-school future. 

It’s in describing this trip that 
Harrison's writing truly shines. She’s at 
her best when painting landscapes, from 
Vermont in the soggy springtime to the 
scorching, merciless expanse of south- 
western deserts in summer: 

Green has bled out of the land- 
scape. The red sun slants on 
distant anthills of beige sand, and 
I wonder why anybody ever put 
down roots in the desert. It looks 
sterile, dry, dead, like outer space. 

Harrison shows us America-by- 
highway through adolescent eyes, com- 
plete with perfectly manicured suburbs, 
front-yard trees decked out in bird feed- 
ers, abandoned shacks and secret tum- 
of-the-century mines. The Killer in Me is 
as much atmosphere as story. 

The author also gives us a handful 
of understated narrative moments from 
both Nina and Warren that are genu- 
inely funny — frivolous personal mo- 
ments in a landscape of nature’s dusty 
indifference and a dark portrait of evil. 


WHETHER SMELL IS SEAL OS NINA'S DELUSION, THE NEVES-ENDING INVASIVE EXPEDIENCE IS TRAUMATIC. 


(Even if unreliable, the teen voice can be 
a gold mine for charm.) 

Regardless, the all-consuming 
aspect of Nina’s life makes it hard to 
bond with her. In part that’s because 
we don’t learn much else about her, 
aside from her interest in Warren’s 
Philip K. Dick book, once, in middle 
school. In addition, the story’s sus- 
pense is sometimes compromised by a 
narrative timeline that lurches forward 
and backward. 


It’s tempting to think The Killer in 
Me is addressing teen depression or the 
quest to conquer one’s unpleasant origins. 
(Perhaps Nina’s adoption stemmed from 
horrors committed in front of her, inflict- 
ing deep-seated trauma that would take 
years to unpack.) Ultimately, though, the 
book’s tension balances on the essential 
question of whether Nina is sick or sane. 
And that makes for a less satisfying or 
complex ending than the narrative’s con- 
stant uncertainty leads us to expect 


Still, what this novel has in spades 
is ambience. The cinematic qualities of 
Nina and Warren’s adventure would lend 
the story to teen-thriller film treatment. 
One can imagine the montage in which 
he teaches her how to shoot a gun, for 
example, or another in which they bond 
over days of midwestem highways and 
junk food and 24-hour-diner breakfasts. 
A cinematographer, director and actors 
could give more weight and subtlety to 


the book’s moments of tenderness, inse- 
curity and clarity. 

Days after reading The Killer in Me , a 
reader’s mind will certainly linger out in 
Harrison’s blistering desert, whether or 
not Nina was right about it. ® 
Disclosure: Margot Harrison is associate 
editor at Seven Days. 

INFO 

Hyperion. 368 pages. $17.99. 


BRUCE 

LISMAN 

For Governor 


"Vermonters deserve better than they 
have been getting from the usual 
politicians. I am ready to lead Vermont 
in a New and Better Direction." 


A New and Better Direction for Vermont 



VOTE TODAY! VOTE AUGUST 9th in the Republican Primary 

m 


I Repeal Veterans' Retirement ■ Shut Down VT Health Connect 


vf 

PhiljKcott 

/% 


I Hire Talented Leaders to 
Manage and Re-engage our 
State Workforce 
to Provide High Quality 
Services to all Vermonters 

I Lt Gov. Phil Scott has called 
Gov. Shumlin ‘fiscally 
prudent.” (VTDigger, 10/15) 

I Phil Scott stood by silently for 
the past 6 years while state 
spending increased by 5% a 
year in an economy growing 
at less than 2%. 


Benefits Tax 
■ Rollback Social Security Tax 
I Stop Tax Increases 
I Reduce Property Taxes 
I Expand Capital Gains 
Tax Relief 


I Lt. Gov. Phil Scott stood by 
silently while Gov. Shumlin 
and the democrat super- 
majority enacted $700 
MILLION in new taxes, fees 
and surcharges. 

I In 16 years as an elected 
official Phil Scott never 
called for the repeal of the 
tax on Vets' Benefits or 
Social Security. 


■ End the Mandate That Forces 
Individuals and Businesses 
to Only Buy Through the 
Exchange 

■ Transition to the Federal 
Exchange 


Shumlin when VHCfa'iled 
to launch. (4/M) 

■ Called for a $250,000 study 
Of VHC. (4/16) 


I Restore Local Control 
I Protect School Choice 
I Put Quality of Education First 
I Re-Connect Voters with their 
School Budgets by Bringing 
Transparency to the Process 
I Reduce Property Taxes 


I Thought Act 46 ‘didn’t go 
far enough"... Lt. Gov. Phil 
Scott says, “I think it's a step 
forward in accomplishing 
something.” (Seven Days, 9/15) 

I “I don't think it should be 
repealed.” 

(Burlington Free Press, 10/15) 

I Proposed creating an 
unelected board to reform 
education spending, like the 
Green Mountain Care Board. 


www.LismanForVermont.com • Bruce@LismanForVermont.com • 802-595-1207 • Facebook Usman For Vermont ■ Twitter @BruceLisman 





Lives in Letters 


Theater review: Dear Elizabeth, Dorset Theatre Festival 

BY ALEX BROWN 



D orset Theatre Festival is pre- 
senting the regional premiere 
of Sarah Ruhl’s 2012 Dear 
Elizabeth, a play drawing on 
the 30-year correspondence between 
poets Elizabeth Bishop and Robert 
Lowell. Ruhl confines her text to se- 
lected letters and a few of their poems, 
inventing no dialogue of her own. 

Bishop and Lowell’s 450-some col- 
lected letters were published as Words 
in Air (2008). The duration of the cor- 
respondence may say more about the 
friendship between these two poets than 
any given letter does, and no biographi- 
cal volcano erupts in Ruhl’s dispassion- 
ate distillation. In Dorset’s production, 
director Adrienne Campbell-Holt mixes 
realism in the actors’ reading of their 
letters with resonant, nearly mythic 
physical staging of the poets' few en- 
counters with each other. 

The stage is duly divided into three 
parts: a writing room with desk and 
window for Bishop, a desk and massive 
bookcase for Lowell, and a liminal space 
in the center. The props and details in 
the writing rooms are quirky yet real- 
istic, while the center of the stage is an 
immense gray frame, its horizon slyly 
tilted, above asymmetric stairs. The 
frame holds tidy title slides to set scenes, 
plus projections that spill out beyond 
its borders to show clouds, planets or 
landscape fragments that seem to flood 
from the characters' imaginations onto 
the wall. 

The play counts on the audience’s 
familiarity with core biographical facts 
about Bishop and Lowell It’s fine to 
dispense with tedious exposition, but 
only if it’s to make room for narrative 
that’s more powerful. In this case, Ruhl 
handles Bishop’s drinking by having her 
pull a bottle from a drawer, drink from 
it and then drop it in a wastebasket — 
hardly a full picture of her struggle with 
alcoholism. Lowell’s bipolar disorder is 
depicted, by turns, via a title slide that 
announces he’s at McLean Hospital 
and, later, with blocking that places him 
asleep atop his desk, a pose that makes 
mental illness merely an interruption 
that suspends his writing output. Ruhl 
chose no letters to shed more light on 
these major events. 

How these two people produce mag- 
nificent poems while coping with such 


problems could be a biographical play's 
essence. But the letters Ruhl selects do 
not constitute a full portrait and give few 
hints of what animates the characters. 
Instead, we savor their wit and the tang 
of gossip about their literary contempo- 
raries. The letters include compelling 
moments, such as Lowell’s thoughts on 
becoming a father and Bishop’s recon- 
ciliation to her loneliness. But a good bit 
of the play is expended on details such 
as letting us know that Bishop just got 
a toucan and that Lowell left a lighted 
cigarette in his coat pocket. The texture 
is lovely, but it never forms a story. 

Ruhl has something else in mind, and 
she doesn’t indulge in simplistic psycho- 
logical portraits. She stands at a bracing 
distance and lets the letters disclose the 
largely superficial facts of the charac- 
ters’ lives without any hoary “what it all 


means” moments. Though she dangles 
an obligatory what-might-have-been 
through a Lowell letter wondering why 
he didn’t propose to Bishop, sexual ten- 
sion is not the theme of the play. 

The playwright’s open-ended struc- 
ture gives Campbell-Holt occasions to 
use sound, movement and setting to 
meditate on the nature of communica- 
tion itself. To Ruhl’s metaphor of a wire 
strung across the stage to ferry a post- 
card from Bishop to Lowell, the director 
adds her own touches: a stylized hesita- 
tion before they holds hands during a 
walk on the beach, various conventions 
for the physical delivery of letters and 
objects, and faintly surreal pantomime of 
the moments when they met in person. 

Bishop's dry wit and keen self-knowl- 
edge come through clearly in the letters. 
But it’s Andrea Syglowski’s gorgeous 


search for the nooks and crannies in this 
character that rivets attention. Ruhl’s 
choice of letters doesn’t give her much 
to work with. But Syglowski’s steely look 
before responding to Lowell’s descrip- 
tion of his new girlfriend with “I am glad 
the lady is beautiful; that really cheers 
one a lot" is all we need to know about 
how she handles jealousy. 

Syglowski uses subtle changes in 
voice, posture and movement to show 
her character aging. It’s not merely the 
loop she attaches to hang her glasses 
from her neck, but her careful move- 
ment as she fits on the chain that sug- 
gests she’s in her sixties. Syglowski gets 
the play’s strongest statements about 
making art, and she exhibits just the 
right amount of urgency when Bishop 
startles herself by asking, “When does 
one begin to write the real poems?” Her 



THEATER 


nuanced performance irrigates the dry 
desert of the material. 

As Lowell, Chris Henry Coffey 
is splendidly rumpled and plays the 
expansive, restless poet with earnest 
humor and rakish desire. Both he and 
Syglowski make the poets ordinary 
physical figures, without glamour or 
grace. In Lowell’s case, Coffey portrays 
the poet’s engagement with the world 
by bending his tall frame in curiosity 
and moving with impulsive energy. 

Dropped lines marred his perfor- 
mance on opening night, a problem 
worth remarking on only because the 
crucial rhythm of a two-character per- 
formance failed to materialize. The lost 
lines were surely recovered in subse- 
quent shows, but will these two actors 
communicate as perfectly as Lowell 
and Bishop did? 

That’s the central question of the 
play’s potential. Ruhl's subject is con- 
nection, and that demands two actors 
working in harmony. Stylistically, 
Lowell’s confessional poetry is far from 
Bishop's formal, objective precision. 
Perhaps the most fascinating part of 
their friendship is how much each 
valued the other’s opinion, even though 
their work was so different. The mesh 
of two minds is the crucial story here, 
and on Friday night, a performance 
without a shared tempo to unite two 
actors didn’t express it 

The show’s sterling production 
values start with a beautifully detailed 
set by John McDermott that embod- 
ies Campbell-Holt’s fusion of realistic 
storytelling with metaphorical imag- 
ery. Amy Altadonna’s pinpoint sound 
design, Grant W.S. Yeager’s evocative 
lighting and Kevin Ramser’s moody 
projections all drive the show’s oscilla- 
tion from dreamscape to literalism. 

The letters don't form a story, but 
they do pay homage to friendship, and 
to writing itself. In the end, the play is 
a landscape painting, not a battle scene. 
Gaze upon it expecting comfort and 
some humor but little rapture. ® 

Contact: alex@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO 

Dear Elizabeth by Sarah Buhl, directed 
by Adrienne Campbell-Holt, produced by 
Dorset Theatre Festival. Through July 
23: Wednesdays through Saturdays at 
7:30 p.m.: Wednesdays and Sundays at 2 
p.m.: plus Saturday, July 23. at 2 p.m. at 
Dorset Playhouse. $18-52. | n fo. 867-2223. 



Junction rhotvs inspiration from farm-Jresh ingredients and embraces a true Chef & Gardener collaboration. 
I Itiliging our on-site gardens, we strive to bridge the gap between planting & plating 


SMALL PLATES 


MEDIUM PLATES 


Squash Blossom Bisque 

toasted sunllowcr seeds 7 


Chef’s Charcuterie Cart 

selection of cheeses / cured meats MP 


Chilled Spring Pea Soup 

Heirloom Tomato & 
House-Made Mozzarella 

extra virgin olive oil / sea salt / basil 1 0 

Ahi Tuna 

summer ccvichc / fresh citrus / avocado / crisp 1 1 

Fried Goat Cheese Salad 

garden greens & herbs / green goddess dressing / 
candied walnuts / raspberries 10 

Braised Pork Belly 

maple glaze 1 1 

Herb & Cheese Fritters 

pickled jalapcno salsa 8 


Lobster Mac & Cheese 

pork belly / blend of Vermont cheeses 15 

Foraged Vegetable 

picked daily from our on-property gardens 1 0 

Smoked Arugula Salad 

pickled vegetables / farro / sherry vinaigrette 10 

Brie Skillet 

brie / parmesan / honey / walnuts 1 2 

Chicken & Waffles 

fried chicken / cheddar waffles / rosemary maple 1 2 

Chorizo & Clams 

sausage / while wine garlic broth / crust of bread 1 4 


LARGE PLATES 


Sliced Hanger Steak 

crushed potato / grilled asparagus / beamaise sauce 25 


Rib Eye 

herb butter / Swiss chard / onion rings 29 


Pork Chop 

grilled bourbon peaches / sweet potato hash / citizen 
cider glaze 21 

Pepper Crusted Rack of Lamb 

rainbow carrot / roasted cauliflower / garden herb 
puree 26 

Seared Halibut 

fresh melon salsa / black rice / snow peas 22 


Roasted Half Chicken 

spring vegetable succotash / snap peas / pan gravy 18 

Vegetable Pot Pie 

herb pie crust / garden green salad 1 6 

House-Made Pasta 

cherry tomato / white wine / garden vegetable / 
parmesan 16 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

5:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

Call 802.764. 1489 for reservations or reserve online 
Walk-Ins Welcomed / Reservations Recommended 


ESSEXRESORTSPA. 









Cycles of 
History 

An exhibit at the 
Sheldon Museum 
celebrates 150 years 
of the bike 

BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 

T he bicycle history exhibit 
at Middlebury’s Henry 
Sheldon Museum of 
Vermont History — titled 
“Pedaling Through History: 150 
Years of the Bicycle, the Collection 
of Glenn Eames" — will likely 
appeal as much to art lovers as to ' 

Lycra wearers. 

As curator and prime lender 
Eames suggests, many of the vintage 
bikes on display qualify 

M as “sculpture you can ride.” 

Some were intricately designed 
by deft 19th-century metallurgists 
who might be seen as precursors to 
mid- 20 th-century abstract-expressionist sculptors. 

Other historical cycles, such as the Old Hickory, built 
almost entirely of wood in 1898, are so rich in texture 
that viewers will be strongly tempted to touch them. 

Then there is the first breed of bikes, known as 
velocipedes, or “boneshakers." Like some ancient 
artworks, they were originally colorfully painted 
but now have a misleadingly monochromatic 
appearance. 

A trio of drawings of fuzzy-headed 
cyclists by New Yorker cartoonist and 
Vermont cartoonist laureate Edward 
Koren adds another aesthetic dimension 
to “Pedaling Through History.” Visually 
intriguing, too, are the photos of stern- 
faced early cyclists lent by Toronto- 
based collector Lome Shields. 

In putting these artifacts on display, 
the show also highlights a key facet 
of U.S. social history. “Feminine attire 
and social etiquette" of the Victorian 
era “denied the pleasures of cycling to 
women,” Eames points out in a bound set 
of commentaries available to visitors. It 
was nearly impossible — and quite danger- 
ous — for a woman wearing the requisite long, 
ruffled dress to work the pedals attached to the 
five-foot-tall front wheels of the penny-farthing, 
or "ordinary bicycle,” that was the standard model 
until the 1890s. Then came the “safety bike," with 
the equal-size front and back wheels familiar to all 
cyclists today. 




That bike owed its name to a design 
that resulted in fewer injuries to cyclists, 
who were less likely to be pitched head- 
long over the handlebars than they were 
on a penny-farthing. It was the much 
more easily mounted and ridden safety 
bike that American feminist Susan B. 
Anthony referred to as a “freedom ma- 
chine” for women. 

The safety bike “changed every- 
thing," Eames notes in his catalog. 

A Raleigh International he purchased 
in 1974 changed everything 
in Eames” own life. Back 
then, he confessed during 

home in Burlington’s Old 
North End, he was a cig- 
arette-smoking U.S. Navy 
veteran and Massachusetts 
resident without much 
direction or motivation. 

Buying that Raleigh didn’t 
only prove “transforming, 
both physically and men- 
tally’’ — it also put Eames 
on a career course that has 
revolved around bikes. 

After moving to Vermont 
in 1986, he worked for sev- 
eral years as a cycle specialist at Skirack 
on Main Street In 2000, he opened his 
own shop: the Old Spokes Home on 
North Winooski Avenue. Along the way, 
Eames assembled one of the country’s 
most important collections of old-time 
bikes. It’s the source of 23 of the 26 
models exhibited at the Sheldon. 

The more he learned about bike his- 
tory, Eames related, the more he came 
to appreciate that “the bicycle trans- 
formed the lives of people in the 19th 
century, just like it did for me.” 

For the show, he has also lent several 
accessories that indicate how little has 
changed for cyclists over the decades. 
Technology has advanced, of course — 
but, then as now, bikers needed to make 
noise to alert pedestrians to their pres- 
ence. A century ago, they used whistles 
and horns, as well as bells. Locks were 
also essential accoutrements. En route, 
cyclists would drink from flasks; apres- 
bike, they might imbibe from beer steins 
like those on display. An 1895 bike map 
of Vermont highlights the same routes 
frequently plied by pedalers today. 


Two years of preparation preceded 
last month’s opening of "Pedaling 
Through History.” Sheldon director and 
fellow cycling enthusiast Bill Brooks 
originally suggested the idea for the show, 
but Eames’ sale of the Old Spokes Home 
and its simultaneous merger with Bike 
Recycle Vermont delayed its fulfillment 

The timing proved propitious none- 
theless: This year marks the 150th an- 
niversary of the world’s first patent for 
a pedal-powered bicycle. It was issued 
to Pierre Lallement, a 
Frenchman living in 
New Haven, Conn. A 
serpentine-style, wooden- 
wheeled boneshaker 
included in the show was 
modeled on Lallement’s 
drawing for his patent 
application and built in 
Brooklyn in 1868. 

Vermont bike makers 
get big billing, as well. 
Eames' guide to the 
show tells, for example, 
of the Montpelier 
Manufacturing Company. 
Along with a Boston firm, 
it formed a cartel that, 
for a time, set royalties that had to be 
paid by every bike builder in the United 
States. The final object in the show 
— which includes only a few models 
from the past 30 years — is a fat-tired 
bike manufactured in 2016 by Budnitz 
Bicycles of Burlington. 

If Eames’ dream comes true, Vermont 
will one day become the site of a perma- 
nent display of his collection, which is 
three times larger than what’s on view 
at the Sheldon. “Fd love for it to be an 
ongoing inspiration for many people,” 
Eames said. 

Yo, sponsors of the New Moran facil- 
ity on Burlington’s waterfront — are you 
listening? ® 

Contact: kelley@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO 

'Pedaling Through History: 150 Years of the 
Bicycle, the Collection of Glenn Eames' is 
on view through October 16attheHenry 
Sheldon Museum of Vermont History 
in Middlebury. Eames gives a talk on 
Wednesday. July 27, at noon; see website for 


Union Bank 


Banking local can get you there faster. 

800.763.4343 UBLOCAl.COM | 


MANY OF THE 
VINTAGE BIKES 
ONDISPLAY 
OUALIFYAS 

“SCULPTURE 
YOU CAN 
RIDE.” 



food+drink 


Truck Stops Here 

Burlington's food trucks can't find a parking spot 


F or the past two summers, 
Stefano Cicirello parked his 
Dolce VT food truck on Pine 
Street, just north of Howard 
Street, in Burlington’s South End. On 
weekday afternoons, Cicirello — and 
other food truckers rotating through 
the same spot — fed artists and workers 
from nearby studios and businesses. 
Many patrons ate at ArtsRiot’s picnic 
tables, a few steps away. On the brick 
wall behind them, the art space’s motto 
— “Destroy apathy" — made a silent 
appeal, painted in blocky, black-and- 
white sans-serif script. 

Beside the truck, another sign, issued 
by the city’s Department of Public 
Works, warned, “1 Hr Parking 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Except Sundays & Holidays.” 

If few food truck patrons thought 
about the nuances of the wall’s message 
over a workday lunch, probably even 
fewer noticed the parking advisory. 
Cicirello and the other truckers knew 
their lunches violated the signage, he 
said, but no one had stopped them from 
parking there. Tickets were few and far 
between. 

This spring, ArtsRiot bought its own 
truck, building on the momentum of 
its popular restaurant Chef George 
Lambertson planned to take over Dolce 
VTs lunch spot in early summer, once 
the truck was up and running. He’d 
serve cheeseburgers and Chinese food, 
he told Seven Days in June. 

But before the truck was ready, city 
parking officers appeared one day, and 
they kept coming back. They checked 
their watches and, exactly one hour 
later, they’d write Cicirello a ticket 
“It was like they were metered spots," 
Lambertson recalled. “It was really 
aggressive.” 

The enforcement put a damper on 
ArtsRiot’s summer plans, but it’s also 
a symptom of a problem that stretches 
beyond Pine Street As mobile eats 



continue to gain popularity, food truck- 
ers are struggling to find their place in 
Burlington’s parking-strapped urban 
ecosystem. 

Cicirello has since moved across the 
street; now he parks near the Maltex 
Building, where Jamaican Supreme 


already serves several days a week. 
Rather than foster competition, having 
two trucks in close proximity draws 
more visitors to each, Cicirello said. 
Meanwhile, ArtsRiot co-owner PJ 
McHenry is working with the city to 


remove the time limit on the spot in 
front of ArtsRiot 

In a phone interview last Thursday, 
longtime city parking enforcement 
manager John King denied that Pine 
Street is the subject of any prioritized 
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FOOD LOVER? 

GET YOUR FILL ONLINE... 




LISTEN IN ON LOCAL FOODIES... 

BROWSE READER REVIEWS OF 1.000* RESTAURANTS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/FOOD. 
REGISTER TO JOIN OUR BITE CLUB. YOU’LL GET FOOD NEWS IN YOUR INBOX 
EACH TUESDAY. 




CELLPHONE AND FIND LOCAL RESTAURANTS BY LOCATION OF 
ID NEARBY EVENTS. MOVIES AND MORE. 



GOT A FOOD TIP? FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


yisiDEcfc/zes 

I I BY HANNAH PALMER EGAN & SUZANNE PODHAIZER 




Pop-Up Shop 


Tremolo is an Italian term 
for a musical effect in which 
a note is repeated at a rapid 
pace and wavers, or trem- 
bles. For chris gleason and 

CAROLINE WILLIAMSON, the word 

also recalls trembling of the 
over-caffeinated variety. 

Located in the Front 
gallery at 6 Barre Street, and 
open 8 a.m. through noon 
Monday through Saturday, 
tremolo aims to provide 
customers with just the right 
amount of java. As lovers of 
music on vinyl, the owners 
plan on having a player and 
LPs in the space. 

For now, they offer regu- 
lar and nitro cold brew, and 
use the pour-over technique 
for making hot coffee. Beans 
come from Burlington's 
brio coffeeworks, and soon 
they’ll start sourcing from 
Northfield’s carrier roast 
as well. 

The minute attention 
to detail — weighing 
out the beans, grind- 
ing them to order and 
allowing the water 
to drip through — 


it provides a superior cup 
and allows customers to 
participate in the process. He 
and Williamson encourage 
visitors to ask questions 
while they make the coffee, 
and to hang out in the gallery 
as they drink. 

This is all part of the 
community vibe Gleason and 
Williamson hope to create 
and, eventually, to bring 
to a permanent location in 
downtown Montpelier. “Our 
full cafe will be more of a 
community art space with 
live music, foreign movies 
... We want it to be a place 
where people feel comfort- 
able and can have a coffee 
and express themselves," 
says Gleason. 


Bagels Many 
Ways 

NEW DELI-CAFt OPENS IN 
COLCHESTER 

For the past few weeks, 
passersby have noted signs 
advertising Vermont bagel in 
the storefront next to bevo 
catering at 70 Roosevelt 
Highway in Colchester. Now, 
pending state inspections 
scheduled for this week, the 
new deli-cafe could open as 
early as Thursday, July 14. 

General manager tom 
roden says the new shop will 
offer 21 types of puffy. New 
York-style bagels. In addition 
to making standards such as 
sesame, cinnamon-raisin and 


everything, Roden will lace 
bagels with kale and cheddar, 
or sweeten them with local 
maple syrup. 

The bagels can be 
smeared with seasonal 
cream cheeses, including a 
signature spread blended 
with bacon and maple syrup; 
stuffed with eggs and bacon 
(breakfast sandwiches will 
be available all day); or 
layered with Boar’s Head 
deli meats and fresh veggies. 
Coffee (espresso and drip) 
will come from Vermont 

COFFEE COMPANY. 

The shop will also offer 
from-scratch bread and 
hard rolls and will serve 
sweets such as cookies and 
muffins. Roden says he and 
owner mike leblanc plan 
to add doughnuts — old- 
fashioned, cakey ones made 
with buttermilk and yeasted 
pillows glazed with choco- 
late or maple creme — once 
they install the required 
equipment. 

Roden comes to Vermont 

South Burlington and Essex 
Junction’s bagel market. And 
LeBlanc’s other business, the 

BAKER'S DOZEN BAKERY, whole- 
sales breads, bagels and 
sweets to several accounts 
including the University of 
Vermont and the Maplefields 
chain of convenience stores. 

In Colchester, LeBlanc 
aims to offer “a good, high- 
quality sandwich shop," the 
owner says. “All of our baked 
goods will be as good as you 
can get around here." 

— H.P.E. 


CONNECT 


but Gleason says 



obsessed? 


Find, fix and feather 
with Nest Notes 

— an e-newsletter 
filled with home design, 
Vermont real estate tips 
and DIY decorating 
inspirations. 



Sign up today at 
sevendaysvt.com/enews. 
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ticketing initiative. “It’s a violation to 
[park in front of ArtsRiot] for more than 
one hour, and we do enforce it," he said. 
But he confirmed that violations in the 
area have risen along with the number of 
cars visiting the South End arts corridor 
in recent years. 



While King oversees parking 
enforcement, Burlington’s DPW 
decides where, when and for how long 
people can park. Requests to update the 
ordinances governing parking spots go 
to engineering technician Damian Roy. 

When a request comes in, Roy said, 
he studies the situation, then passes 
a report and recommendation to the 
Public Works Commission, which yeas 
or nays the request, then submits it for 
public review. If all goes favorably for 
ArtsRiot, Lambertson may be able to 
start cooking in the spot legally by late 
August. 

That’s speedy for a government 
timeline but deadly slow for a fledg- 
ling food operation that banks most of 
its business June through September. 
“Even if we win the battle, we’ve really 
lost the summer," Lambertson said. Roy 
was “being really reasonable," he added, 
“but he's trapped in the wheels of the 
process.” 

Roy said a large part of that process 
involves “engaging businesses who are 
most likely to have patrons use those 
parking areas.” 

Dolce VT’s Cicirello said Roy told 
him that one South End business was 
“against trucks parking on the street” 

Which business? “I don’t know," 
Cicirello said. “They wouldn't say.” 


In a phone interview last Friday, 
Burlington City Councilor Tom Ayres 
(D-Ward 7) asked a reporter: “Are you 
aware that within the downtown core, 
food trucks are not allowed at all?” Ayres 
chairs the council’s license committee 
and referenced a city statute that 
prohibits licensing trucks to operate in 
the area bounded by Cherry, Maple 
and Pine streets and South Winooski 
Avenue. 

The statute protects “the restaurant 
district of the community,” Ayres said, 
adding that his “understanding is that 
[the rule] goes back quite a few years.” 

Beyond the city core, licensed trucks 
can theoretically serve food from any 
unmetered parking spot as long as they 


respect applicable time limits. But in 
practice, doing so “gets a little dicey,” 
Ayres said, “because of the interaction 
with city parking regulations.” 

Many other American cities have 
made specific areas available for regu- 
lar food truck parking. In Burlington, 
up to seven food trucks are permit- 
ted to park along University Place on 
the University of Vermont's central 
campus. But none of the five city offi- 
cials Seven Days spoke with last week 


I DON'T THINK 
THE CITY IS 
WILLFULLY 
TRYING 



Keeping track of the trucks 
at University Place is a task 
that falls to Jean Poulin at 
the Office of the City Clerk/ 
Treasurer. She makes 
sure each truck is li- 
censed, insured and 
registered with the 
city and administers 
a waiting list of truck owners hoping to 
join the queue. Provided truckers pay a 
$400 fee, pass a background check, and 
submit biometrics and proof of insur- 
ance, they can park on University Place 
at designated times for a year. After that, 
they can renew for a fee. 

Does Poulin think the University 
Place system could be adapted or applied 
in other parts of Burlington? “You’d have 
to go through the license committee [to 
answer that],” she said, and passed along 
Ayres’ number. 


said, where "we’ve created this food 
truck culture already." 

With ArtsRiot’s Friday Truck 
Stops now in their fourth season, and 
several trucks already parking in the 
neighborhood’s private lots, facilitat- 
ing weekday truck access could make 
sense, Ayres said, particularly as local 
businesses continue to grow and draw 
more workers to the area. 

“I would be more than happy to put 
this on the agenda of the next license 
committee meeting," Ayres added, “and 
talk with my fellow councilors about 
what we may be able to do to leverage 
some progress in that direction.” 

Though Ayres seemed hopeful 
that the idea could gain traction, he 
wouldn’t speculate on whether a 
University Place-type model could 
work on Pine Street, saying the process 
would have to begin with amended 
parking regulations. 

Beyond Pine Street, the councilor 
added, “I think there are probably 
where we could find a little 
flexibility for [food truck 
parking], I don’t think the city 
illfully trying to inhibit 
the growth of food truck 
culture.” 

Ayres described an 
area in Austin, Texas, 
where “there’s a sig- 
nificant stretch of public 
space that's just one food 
truck after another.” He 
wished, he noted, that such a 
place existed in Burlington. 


Cicirello of Dolce VT has similar 
ideas for making the city food 
truck friendly. He suggested 
“designating some place 
like Perkins Pier [on the 
Burlington waterfront] 
some other place so we 


in all st 


: up." 


Recent efforts seem to be moving in 
that direction. In June, Adam Hineman 
of Taco Truck All Stars — who is work- 
ing to unite Vermont’s mobile food com- 
munity under the Vermont Food Truck 
Coalition — teamed up with the city's 
Department of Parks & Recreation to 
launch Leddy Park Beach Bites. Ayres, 
whose Ward 7 comprises an area near 
Leddy Park in Burlington's New North 
End, said the first-Wednesday food truck 
picnics have been very successful. “The 


Ayres said he thought the city could city recognizes th at we have some thing 
-* significant going on here,” he added. 


“look into creating other areas similar 
to University Place” in spots where 
demand for food trucks is high. More 
specifically, places like Pine Street, he 


But letting trucks access public 
spaces is different from allowing them to 
use public parking spaces. “That's pretty 


© f OOP TRUCK “rfgTi 

Wondering where to find the 
latest mobile lunch special? 



much out of the city council’s hands,” 
Ayres said. 

At DPW, Roy was lukewarm about 
applying the University Place model else- 
where in the city. “It’s kind of an anomaly,” 
he said, “and we do not consider it to be 
any kind of precedent we want to expand 
upon. The general rule is that the right 
of way is made for access, not enterprise, 
and using [it for] enterprise is not neces- 
sarily the direction we want to go in.” 

Still, Roy seemed sympathetic to the 
truckers’ predicament ‘When this first 
came up, I started asking myself these 
questions," he said, “and it got really big 
really quickly. How do we — or do we want 
to — manage having trucks on the street? 
Where should we put it; to what extent? 
How do we manage it? Do we assign cer- 
tain trucks to certain areas? Do we shufHe 
them around? How will they interact with 
the businesses around them?” 

Ensuring that opening the roadway 
to trucks won’t “cause more harm than 
good” would require extensive research 
and deliberation, Roy said: “I would 
think all the major political entities in 
the city would have to weigh in, all the 
way up to the mayor’s office and city 
council.” Still, he added, “I think it’s a 
worthy discussion to have.” 

With more trucks trolling the road- 
ways every year — and a robust demand 
from Queen City workers hungry for 
lunch-scene diversity — “worthy” 
could well become “pressing” before 
too long. © 

Contact: hannah@sevendaysvt.com 
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homeworks 


BROWSE THIS WEEK'S OPEN HOUSES: 
sevendaysvt.com/open-houses 











FOR SALE BY OWNER 

List your property here for 2 weeks for only $45! Contact Ashley, 864-5684, fsbo@sevendaysvt.com. 


List your property here 
for 2 weeks for only $45! 
Contact Ashley, 864-5684, 
fsbo@sevendaysvt.com. 
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NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 07.13.16-07.20.16 


Seeking a position with a quality employer? Consider The University of Vermont 
lularing and diverse workplace We offer a comprehensive benefit package 


Learning Coordinator lor the Tutorim 
Center • #S760PQ - The Learning Coordi 
tion for the Tutoring Programs, creates and 
for studv skills and tutoring applications, ar 
data and reporting. The position assesses an 
ages payroll and scheduling systems; stays i 


nor provides progrt 
nanages online learning modules 
manages the Tutoring Program's 

irrent on tutoring, group-learning, 
Ua for all tutoring programs; and 
es on the creation of new "tutoring delivery systems. Coordinates and 
lervises office work-study students in collaboration with the other Tutoring 
ff. This individual helps create and carry out the Center for Academic Success' 
ssion, which includes a commitment to multiculturalism and inclusion. 

The University is especially interested in candidates who can contribute to the 
diversity and excellence of the institution. Applicants are required to include in 
their cover letter information about how they will further this goal. 

justice, multicultural sensitivity are desirable. 

required. 

complete a 4-month probationary period. 

Bachelor's degree and one year of experience in a higher education setting 
working directly with students required. Experience developing and imple- 
menting successful programs required. Effective interpersonal and communica- 
tion skills required. Demonstrated commitment to diversity, social justice, and 
tul ticultural ism. 

or further information on this position and others currentv available, or to 
apply online, please visit our website at: wwn.uvrnjobs.com; Job Hotline 
8802-656-2248; telephone 8802-656-3150. Applicants must apply for po- 
lls. Paper resumes arc not accepted. Job positions are 


f 

we're 

hwMar-ing JOBS! 

follow us for the newest: 

twitter.com/SevenDoysJobs 

mtr 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


Washington West Supervisory Union is seeking a 
motivated individual to join our central office team in 
Waitsfield, VT. The person hired for the position will 
perform a variety of administrative tasks in support of 
the Director of Curriculum; including communication, 
organization, word processing, database management, 
and preschool services coordination. 

Requirements are 3 years of administrative assistant 
experience; strong interpersonal, organizational, and 
writing skills; technical aptitude with high proficiency in 
MS Office, web-based tools, Google tools, etc.; ability 
to multitask and prioritize workflow; attention to detail 
and follow-up. 

This is a full-time position beginning around mid-August 
2016. We offer competitive compensation and a full 
benefits package. Please submit a letter of interest, 
resume, and 3 current letters of reference through 
schoolspring.com OR mail to: 

Sheila Soule, Director of Curriculum 
Washington West Supervisory Union 
340 Mad River Park, Suite 7 
Waitsfield, VT 05673 

Application Deadline: July 22, 2016. EOE. 


Caregivers 


Thursday, July 21 


ivernighr shifts available 


us at our Caregiver Open House 

• 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

^ ^Armistead 




FAMILY SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
COORDINATOR 

The Burlington Housing Authority is seeking a full 
time family self-sufficiency coordinator. The Family 
Self-Sufficiency Program is designed to support and 
encourage Section 8 program participants who wish 
to achieve economic self-sufficiency. BHA’s program 
currently has approximately 100 participants. S/he 
will administer the Family Self-Sufficiency Program 
in conformance with HUD regulations, including the 
development of individual Contracts of Participation, 
with concrete interim and final goals. 

The successful candidate must have strong computer 
and interpersonal skills. Budgeting knowledge is a plus. 
Minimum Qualifications: College degree and two 
years' prior experience in social services. Experience 
in economic self-sufficiency programs and/or the HUD 
Family Self-Sufficiency Program preferred. 

Please send your resume and salary requirement to: 

Claudia Donovan, Burlington Housing Authority, 

65 Main Street, 

Burlington, VT 05401. 
cdonovan@burlingtonhousing.org 
The Burlington Housing Authority is an equal opportunity employer. 


Little Lambs 
Childcare 
Director 

Seeking a full-time 
director for innovative 
new daycare center in 
Montpelier. Oversee 
program, care for chil- 
dren, supervise staff, 
and communicate 
with families. 

See www.ovws.org for 
job description. 

C7\ 802-456-7400 

qgtagVjgipr E. Montpelier, VT 


ATTENDANTS 

Part-Time Help Wanted! 

Northwest Solid Waste District 
needs Attendants at N. Hero, 

St. Albans, Montgomery, and 
Bakersfield Recycling Drop-Offs! 
SI 0-S1 3 per hour 
Fridays, 4-7 p.m, (May-Oct), 
Saturdays, 8 a.m.-l p.m, (year- 
round) 

APPLY/INFO: 

1 58 Morse Dr, Georgia. Or, 
nwswd.org for application/job 
description. Call 524.5986. 


, Laplante’s 

^mbing Heating 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
TECHNICIAN. 

SIGN-ON BONUS 

$250 for Ucensed Plumbers or 
Licensed Journeyman 
Must have valid driver's license, 
professional licenses preferred - gas, 
plumbing certification. Experience in 
the trade is required. Paid vacation, paid 
holidays, Aflac and more. 

Pay compensated with 
experience. Vehicle provided. 

Call 893-0787 

for more details. 
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New, 

local, 

scam- 

free 

jobs 

posted 

every 

day! 

sevendaysvt. 

com/classifieds 


Bread Loaf Corporation, Vermont’s integrated company of 
architects, planners, and builders, is looking for a Project 
Manager of Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing Services. 


M.E.P. PROJECT 
t f , MANAGER 


This position supports Bread Loafs business development, 
feasibility, design, pre-construction, construction, and war- 
ranty activities. 

Candidates should have an engineering degree and at least 
five years' experience in design and/or construction of MEP 
systems. 

Send your resume to: 

Bread Loaf Corporation 
1293 Route 7 South 
Middlebury, VT 05753 


For more information about ot 
company, visit our website: 




ri-Mark 

BHmZMM 


MAINTENANCE 
MECHANIC/PLC Technician 

Middlebury, VT 

Agri-Mark has a full-time immediate opening for aMaintenance 
Mechanic to work in our Middlebury, ATT facility. Flexible work 
schedule required, including working nights, weekends, and 
holidays. 

A successful candidate will have at least a journeyman’s 
electrical license and/or strong PLC experience or have a strong 
maintenance background. The candidate should be well versed 
in PLC control systems, VFDs, pneumatics, and production 
plant equipment. Must be able to work both independently and 
as a team member. Excellent troubleshooting and maintaining 
plant equipment in a food production environment. 

Agri-Mark offers a competitive starting wage, health, dental 
and vision, pension, 40100, etc. Apply in person, by email to 
aleblanc@agrimark.net or send your resume with cover letter to: 
Agri-Mark 
Attn: Ashley LeBlanc 
869 Exchange Street 
Middlebury, APT 05753 

EOE M/F/D/V 


Service Opportunity 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN PEOPLES LIVES! 


2 Full time AmeriCorps positions with a 
National Leader in Affordable Housing 

Champlain Housing Trust’s HomeOwnership Center, serving the 
affordable housing needs of Chittenden, Franklin and Grand Isle 
Counties, is seeking a Home Education Coordinator and 
Shared Equity Coordinator. These dynamic 11+ month 
positions require a Bachelors degree or related work experience, 
proficient computer and writing skills, and a commitment to 
community service. Experience in housing, teaching, or lending 
is a plus. Positions start September 12, 2016. Applications will be 
re filled. ... 


cepted until the positii 


it 862-6244 or Toll-free 877-274-7431. 


m 


CCS 


Champlain Community Services 


Champlain Community Services is a progressive, 
intimate, developmental services provider agency 
with a strong emphasis on self-determination values 
and employee & consumer satisfaction. 


SHARED LIVING PROVIDER: 

Provide residential supports to an individual in your home. 
Generous stipend, paid time off (respite), comprehensive 
training and supports are provided. We are currently hiring 
for a variety of situations. 

For more information, contact Jennifer Wolcott, 
jwolcott@ccs-vt.org or 655-051 1 ext. 118 

COMMUNITY INCLUSION FACILITATORS 

Provide one on one inclusion supports to an individual with 
an intellectual disability or autism. Help folks lead fulfilling 
lives, reach their goals and be productive members of 
their community. We currently have several positions with 
comprehensive benefit packages. 

Send your resume and cover letter to staff@ccs-vt.org 
These are great opportunities to join a distinctive 
developmental service provider during a time of growth. 




Barre Congregational Church, UCC 


Our active, growing, progressive church seeks a self- 
motivated, multi-tasking person to provide us with 
administrative support. The candidate must be able to 
maintain confidentialities, respond to needs in a timely 
manner, and work well with a variety of people and 
demands. Must have excellent communication skills and 
be proficient in MS Word, website maintenance, and have 
the ability to manage our church database. 

This is a 12 hours per week job with daytime schedule 
to be agreed upon. 

Send cover letter and resume to 
Rev. David Vanderlinde-Abernathy at 
aberlinde@myfairpoint.net. 


NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! m&m 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 07.13.16-07.20.16 


cc 


Bread Loaf Corporation, Vermont's integrated company of architects, 
planners and builders Is looking to add the following positions to our 
highly successful and diversified construction team. 


h$m, CONSTRUCTION 
TRADESPEOPLE 

• 

A A Bread Loaf Corporation is looking for tradespeople to 
a work at a variety of construction projects throughout 

J i H Vermont. Candidates must have their own tools, have re- 
»Sj liable transportation and the ability to travel. Experience 
Y working on large commercial and institutional projects is 

K preferred. 


For more information on our [ 
company and to apply online, 
visit www.breadloaf.com. eoe 


we are 

NOW HIRING 


All applicants MUST SUBMIT AN 
APPLICATION to be considered 



I New England 
1 Federal Credit Union 


New England Federal Credit Union, Vermont's largest Credit Union with 7 branch locations, 
is a growing organization committed to excellence in service, convenience, and simplicity. 
NEFCU offers a stable, supportive, high-standards work environment, where employees are 
treated as key stakeholders. Please visit our website nefcu.com to learn more about the 
great opportunities and benefits that exist at NEFCU. 

Group Operations Manager 

NEFCU has created a new position to manage programmatic, operational and risk requirements, 
for the Deposit Services and Plastic Card delivery groups, as well as manage programmatic and 
procedural response to BSA. This position reports to the CFO and is responsible within these work 
groups for adapting policies and procedures in response to internal control, compliance and risk 
management requirements, and for internal and external service standards within the operations 
group. The successful candidate will be a programmatic and systems level thinker, capable of 
analyzing and responding to changing conditions with clear, actionable and effective solutions. 

Expert level knowledge in card services, deposit operations, and BSA is required. Experience 
supervising staff and working cooperatively to meet team and cross functional goals and outcomes 
is essential for success. 

A Bachelor's degree or satisfactory combination of education and experience is required. A minimum 
of 5 years banking experience with programmatic responsibility for Deposit Operations, Debit and 
Credit Card Operations, and BSA is required. Strong Excel and Microsoft Office skills are critical for 
success in the position. 

Qualified candidates should submit (1 ) a letter of introduction illustrating interest in the position 
listed above, (2) a complete and up to date resume with position/employer history, position duties 
and salary history, to hr@NEFCU.com. Please note the Group Operations Manager in the subject 
line. Applications without all requested components will be considered incomplete. 


NEFCU enjoys an employer-of-choice distinction with turnover averaging less than 10 
percent. More than 96 percent of our 200 staff say NEFCU is a great place to work. 

- 201 5 Annual Staff Survey 


If you believe you have the qualifications to contribute to this environment, 
please send your resume and cover letter and salary history to: hr@nefcu.com. 


EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 
TO THE CHIEF OF 
POLICE 

The Burlington Police Department is 
seeking an executive assistant to the 
chief of police. This position will provide 
a qualified person with an exciting 
opportunity to work at the heart of the 
Burlington Police Department during a time of innovation and 
change in the profession. The assistant will be an integral 
part of the department’s management team, working closely 
with the chief as well as the command staff and specialized 
positions to maintain and enhance the effectiveness, good 
order and efficiency of the department. The assistant will 
not only administer the office of the chief of police, but also 
help manage innovation within the department and shape its 
response to critical incidents. The functions of the assistant 
require developing and having a deep knowledge of the crime 
and policing conditions of the city and the department's 
proposed responses; as well as intimate knowledge of the 
city's communities and constituencies. The assistant will be 
responsible for conducting confidential inquiries on internal 
matters on behalf of the chief and issuing statements to the 
media as the chief's designated spokesperson. It will be an 
excellent opportunity for a self-motivated, intelligent, hard- 
working person who understands the value of good policing in 
a democratic society to become well-versed in the operations 
and administration of the police department responsible for 
serving and protecting Vermont's largest city, with all of the 
challenges and opportunities that this entails. Completion of 
Bachelor's Degree and two years of experience preferred; or 
an Associate's Degree and three years of experience; or a high 
school diploma or equivalent and five years of experience in 
an office environment as an Executive Administrator required. 
For a complete description, or to apply, visit our website at 
burlingtonvt.gov/hr or 802/865-7145. If interested, send 
resume, cover letter and City of Burlington Application by 
July 18, 2016: HR Dept, 200 Church Street, Suite 102, 
Burlington, VT 05401. 



nefcu.com 


EOE/AA 
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Vermont 

u ^ Sustainable 
Jobs Fund 

Office Manager 

The Vermont Sustainable Jobs 
Fund (VSJF) seeks a highly 




ommunity 

'Capital 


EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR 


Community Capital of Vermont seeks an executive 
director for our vibrant, growth oriented state-wide 
microenterprise and small business lender serving low 
and moderate income entrepreneurs. 

Executive Director is responsible for the day-to-day 
management of the organization and supporting the 
Board’s leadership on policy and long-term planning. 

A full description of the position and application 
process is available at 

communitycapitalvt.org/about-us/jobs-at-ccvt/. 
Deadline to apply is July 15. EOE. 


TOWN HALL 
THEATER: 

ACCOUNTANT 


Town Hall Theater seeks 
an accountant. A two-year 
degree and two years of 
experience are required, 
as well as mastery of 
QuickBooks. Experience 
with nonprofits is a plus. 
The position is flexible, 
and generally 8 hours 
a week. Email a resume 

to executlvedirectord 

townhalltheater.org or 
call 388-1436 to set up 
an interview. 


sodexo 

Sodexo at UVM is hiring 

Cooks and 

Food Service Workers. 

Join our amazing team and be part 
of the Farm to Institution Movement! 
Excellent benefits package, 401(k), 
tuition reimbursement, training and 
career advancement opportunities. 
Send resumes to 
sodexo.balancetrak.com . 
SODEXO IS AN EEO/AA/ 
MINORITY/FEMA1E/DISABIUTY/ 
VETERAN EMPIOYER 


0 Cim^.TQwNS 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
CLAIMS REPRESENTATIVE 


VERMONT LEAGUE OF CITIES AND TOWNS 
Are you interested in joining a mission-driven 
organization and team of dedicated colleagues? We 
seek a claims professional to serve our municipal 
membership within VLCT’s self-insured property, 
casualty, and workers' compensation pool, VLCT 
Property & Casualty Intermunicipal Fund (PACIF). We 
will consider adjusters of various levels of workers' 
compensation experience and will interview entry 
through senior levels. 

Knowledge of claim principles and law, especially 
workers' compensation, is essential; familiarity with risk 
pooling and/or local government is helpful. This position 
reports to the Manager, Workers' Compensation. 

REQUIREMENTS 

• Bachelor's degree (or equivalent experience); 

• Excellent communication and problem-solving skills 
and the ability to analyze information; 

• Current Vermont workers' compensation adjuster 
license preferred, a current Vermont Property and 
Casualty license is a plus; 

• AIC designation preferred; additional designations are 
helpful; 

• Valid Vermont driver's license 

Hiring salary range is commensurate with experience. 

A detailed job description is posted at vlct.org under 
Marketplace/Classified Ads. 

VLCT offers a quality workplace in downtown 
Montpelier and an excellent total compensation 
package. Please email cover letter, resume, the names 
and phone numbers of three professional references to 
jobsearch bvlct.org with WC Claims as subject. 



It's Real Italian."' 


Amato’s is growing 
and is looking for 
great people! 


At Amato's we feature great 
sandwiches, pizza and pasta. 
We are currently hiring 

Amato's 

and 

Maplefields 

Associates 

Full and Part time positions open 
for 1 st and 2nd shift in Food 
Service and Store areas. We can 
offer flexible scheduling for part 
time staff and full benefits 
package for full time staff. Stop 
by the stores for more 
information or send a 
resume or letter of interest to: 
ioes@rlvallee.com 


to set up an interview. 


Maplefields University Maplefields Colchester 

81 1 Williston Road 414 Roosevelt Highway 

South Burlington Colchester 

Maplefields at Georgia Essex Maplefields 

1 207 Ethan Allen Highway 72 Upper Main Street 

Georgia Essex 
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Cathedral Squat 
Best Places to W. 


LPN 


Cathedral Square, a nonprofit organization providing housing and se 
throughout Vermont, is seeking: 

An LPN who provides charge nurse duties, care and services to residi 
functionally, physically or socially impaired within 


r one of the 10 
it by Vermont 


whoar 


: of lict 


iving Residence, under the direcdon of the RN. She/he supports a philosophy of aging 
ice consistent with the mission of assisted living and in compliance with the State of Vermont level 
isisted Living/Residential Care Home regulations. Must possess a Vermont LPN license. Experience 

cathedraLsquare.org for a full job description. CSC offers a competitive salary, excellent benefits and 
ndly working environment Submit resume or application to jobs@cathedralsquare.org. 

EOE 


STATE LONG 
TERM CARE 
OMBUDSMAN 




Vermont Legal Aid 

Working for Justice 


Vermont Legal Aid seeks an individual to direct its Long Term Care Ombudsman Project 
and to serve as the State Long Term Care Ombudsman (SLTCO). 

The SLTCO will supervise a staff of six ombudsmen located in Legal Aid Offices 
throughout the state. The SLTCO provides support to the local ombudsmen on a wide 
range of legal issues including guardianship, public health care programs, and the rights of 
persons receiving long-term care sen/ices in Vermont. In addition, the SLTCO will analyze, 
comment on, and monitor the development and implementation of federal, state, and 
local laws, regulations, and other government policies and actions that pertain to long- 
term care facilities and services and to the health, safety, welfare, and rights of residents, 
and to recommend any changes in such laws, regulations, and policies. 

Applicants must have at least ten years of legal or relevant experience and demonstrated 
expertise in long-term care sen/ices and supports or other direct services for older 
persons or persons with disabilities; consumer-oriented public policy advocacy; leadership 
and program management skills; and negotiation and problem solving skills. The SLTCO 
must have the organizational skills, commitment to social justice and temperament 
needed to balance direct supervision of the local ombudsmen with the demands of 
playing a leading role in advocating for systemic change in Vermont's long-term care 
system before the legislature and administrative agencies. 

The position can be based in either Burlington or Montpelier and requires travel 
throughout the state. Excellent written and oral communication skills and ability to work as 
part of a team are required. 

Starting salary is $65,000+ D.O.E. and excellent fringe benefits. Send cover letter, 
resume, references and writing sample as a single PDF with the subject line 
"SLTCO Application 2016" by August 3 to Eric Avildsen, Executive Director 
c/o edavis@vtlegalaid.org 


www.vtlegalaid.org 


Addison Northwest Supervisory Union 
1 1 Main Street, Suite B100, Vergennes, VT 05491 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
SPECIALIST 

We are looking for a skilled, professional and upbeat 
individual who can manage and explain employee 
benefits, retirement programs and disability benefits 
to our staff. The successful candidate will also be able 
to process and manage FMLA, Workman's Comp and 
implement the criminal and background check needed 
for new employees, volunteers and student teachers. 

Individuals interested in this position should be prepared 
to create efficient and effective human resource systems 
for the office and for our schools. 

Certification in Human Resources or willingness to work 
towards one. Knowledge of webpage design, Google 
apps. Excel and Word. It would also be beneficial to 
know how to navigate a student management system. 
Team work, people skills and public relations a must. 

Applicants should apply at schoolspring.com and 
provide letter of interest, current resume, transcripts, 
evidence of licensure and three (3) current letters of 
recommendation. 

Deadline to apply is July 15, 2016. 



Commercial 
Loan Assistant 


Vermont Economic Development Authority 

seeks a motivated, team-oriented individual to join our staff. 

Team-oriented individual sought to fill the position of 
Commercial Loan Assistant in VEDA’s Montpelier office, 
providing administrative and technical support to loan 
officers and the Commercial Lending Team. 

The position requires an upbeat professional with computer 
proficiency particularly in Microsoft Office including Excel, 
strong written and verbal skills, accuracy, attention to 
detail, and organization. Familiarity with business, lending, 
financial records and an Associate's Degree is required. 
VEDA offers a competitive salary and benefits package and 
is an equal opportunity employer. 

Please send your resume and cover letter to: 

tporter@veda.org 
Or mail it to: 

Thomas Porter 

Vermont Economic Development Authority 
58 East State Street, Suite 5 
Montpelier, VT 05602-3044 
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OPERATIONS DIRECTOR 


Yestermorrow Design/Build School in Waitsfield seeks an 
Operations Director to join Yestermorrow's senior management 
team. We are looking for a strategic, organized, detail oriented, 
motivated individual to ensure that our school's physical and 
administrative operations run smoothly and efficiently. The 
Operations Director manages a team of nine staff and interns and 
is responsible for bookkeeping, annual budgeting, procurement 
and purchasing, all human resources functions, IT support, 
and assisting the Executive Director with long term planning. 
Candidates must have a strong background in staff management, 
bookkeeping, budgeting, database management benefits 
administration, and organizational planning. 

To apply, please send a resume and cover letter via email to 
Mike Crowley, Executive Director at mike a yestermorrow.org 
by August 5, 2016. 


Dunkiel ■ 
Saunders 


Bookkeeper 

Position 


Downtown Burlington law firm is 
seeking bookkeeper. 


Experience in a legal office is preferred but not 
a requirement. Use of QuickBooks Pro is essential. 
Qualifications: strong bookkeeping, organizational, 
and communication skills. Specific responsibilities 
include: all bookkeeping for law firm: coordination 
of client expenses and invoicing; bi-weekly payroll 
entry including all adjusted pays, employee setup and 
changes; HR-related tasks, including insurance and 
retirement accounts. Competitive benefits and salary. 



ACCOUNT 

ASSOCIATE 

EMPLOYEE 

BENEFIT 

PROGRAM 

We require an articulate 
and outgoing self-starter 
who is proficient with 
current technology. The 
desired candidate will 
have business presentation 
experience, the ability to 
work independently and 
follow directives. 

Hours are flexible and range 
from 2 to 5 hours per week, 
primarily during business 

HIRING REGIONS: 
Hartford 
Randolph 
St. Albans 

White River Junction 

Resume and three 
references emailed as soon 
as possible, to 

vtwellness@gmail.com. 


Th& State of Vermont 

For the people. ..the place. . . the possibilities. 


VENDING 

ROUTE 

DRIVERS 


We are looking for 
motivated, responsible 
individuals. Must 
be able to work 
independently, 
possess a positive 
attitude, be capable of 
lifting up to 50 pounds 
and have a clean 
driving record. We offer 
a competitive wage 
along with benefits. 

Apply in person or 
online at 

Farrell Vending 

Services 

405 Pine Street 

Burlington, VT 05401 

farrellvending.com. 


Vermont Psychiatric 
Care Hospital 


Psychiatric Clinical Specialty Nurse 

REGISTERED NURSE II & III 

New Compensation Plan Implemented 

Starting Hourly Rates 

Registered Nurse II (Days) $30.93, (Evenings) $31.93, (Nights) $33.18 
Registered Nurse ill Charge (Days) $32.79, (Evenings) $33.79, (Nights) $35.04 

Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital (VPCH), a 25 bed state-of-the-art, progressive facility 
providing excellent care in a recovery-oriented, safe, respectful environment, has immediate 
openings for Psychiatric Clinical Specialty Nurses on all shifts. Whether you are a nurse 
seeking a career path or looking for a change, you can make a difference in the changing 
landscape of mental health care; there's a rewarding opportunity at VPCH. This is an exciting 
opportunity for experienced nurses. In addition to an excellent benefits package, tuition 
reimbursement and loan repayment assistance may be available for eligible applicants. 

Apply Online at www.careers.vermont.gov. 

Registered Nurse II (Psychiatric Clinical Specialty Nurse) -Job Opening ID# 619338 
Registered Nurse III (Charge Psychiatric Clinical Specialty Nurse) -Job Opening ID# 

619341 


For 


information, please contact Kathy Bushey at 802-505-0501 
kathleen.bushey@vermont.gov. 
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LOOKING FOR WORK? 


GPS has shifts available putting flyers into the 
newspaper. Saturday Night Shifts are Required. Shifts 
are fast paced and the work is easy (up to 25 hours 
weekly). Pre-Employment Drug Test & Background Check 
is Conducted. Starting pay is S9.60 per hour. Attractive 
night shift compensation Incentive is offered. 
$250.00 Bonus after 90 Days of employment 

For more information 
Call 660-1899 or fill out an application, 

weekdays only 1 1 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Gannett Publishing Services 

1 29 South Winooski Ave (Across from the Fire Station) 
Burlington, VT 05401 


'W&keRobin 

Join our team 

Wake Robin, Vermont's premier continuing care retirement 
community, seeks dedicated nursing professionals with a 
strong desire to work within a community of seniors. 

Residential Care 
Charge Nurse (RN) 

Full-Time Monday-Friday 

This Nurse assumes oversight responsibility for the Nursing 
Assistant Staff who are approved to administer meds in a 
Residential Care Setting. Must have a valid RN License in the 
state of Vermont. 

LNA 

Full-Time Evening 
or Day Positions Available 

Wake Robin seeks LNAs licensed in Vermont to provide high 
quality care in a fast paced residential and long-term care 
environment while maintaining a strong sense of "home." 


Wake Robin offers an excellent compensation and benefits 
package and an opportunity to build strong relationships 
with staff and residents in a dynamic community setting. 
Interested candidates please email hr@wakerobin.com or 
fax your resume with cover letter to: HR, (802) 264-5146. 

Wake Robin is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


ADMINISTRATIVE POSITION 

Alternative health care practice with locations 
in Northeast Kingdom and Montpelier seeks 
committed member to join our administrative team. 
We’re creative, flexible, professional multitaskers 
with positive attitudes. Computer, office, and 
communication skills required. Medical billing, web 
maintenance and nonprofit experience a huge plus. 
Attention to detail and the ability to assist patients in 
a competent manner is critical. Reliable transportation 
to both locations is necessary. Training in the 
Hardwick area, 20 -30 hours per week. 30-40 hours per 
week when fully trained. 

Send resume, anticipated salary range and cover letter 
to nekhealth@yahoo.com. July 15, 2016. 


The Clarina Howard Nichols Center is seeking an 

Executive Director. 

Founded in 1981, the Clarina Howard Nichols Center, a 501C3 
not-for-profit organization, works to end domestic and sexual 
violence in Lamoille County. Clarina provides advocacy programs, 
emergency shelter, support and direct services to survivors of 
domestic and sexual violence as well as community outreach 
programs to affect social change. 

• The Executive Director, supported by the Board of Trustees, 
administers, coordinates, and manages the operations of the 
Clarina Howard Nichols Center. 

• A strong fundraising background is required. 

• The successful candidate will have experience with program 
development, grant writing, staff supervision, working with 
volunteers, basic technology, and the budget process. 

• Serving as the public face of the organization, the Executive 
Director must be comfortable working with other agencies, 
community members, board of directors, and financial 
supporters. 

• A working understanding of current trends in domestic and 
sexual violence is desirable. 

• A bachelor's degree or higher is required, as well as a 
minimum of 3 years' experience in a related field. An 
advanced degree is desirable. This is a full time salaried 
position with benefits. 

Interested candidates should submit a letter of interest, resume, 
and salary requirements to-. 

clarinaeda>gmail.com or ED Search 
c/o In Company 
PO Box 1501 

RfL Stowe, VT 05672 



New, 

local, 

scam- 

free 

jobs 

posted 

every 

day! 

sevendaysvt. 

com/classifieds 





POST YOUR JOBS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS FOR FAST RESULTS. 
OR CONTACT MICHELLE BROWN: MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 

07.13.16-07.20.16 


The State °/Vefitiont 

1 people... the place... the possibilities. W ■ ■ ■ ■ % 


VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION COONSELOR - TRANSITION 

Department of Aging and Independent Living 

The Division of Vocational Rehabilitation is seeking an experienced human service professional to support high school 
students with physical, psychological or cognitive disabilities. The VR counselor position assists students in preparing for 
employment through surveying their interests and skills, and facilitates career exploration activities and work experiences. 

The position requires the ability to build and maintain close working relationships with youth, special education staff, and 
Youth Employment Specialists. The ideal candidate will have experience in working with adolescents and a background in 
employment services. Job duties include assessment, vocational guidance and counseling, partnering to connect youth with 
employment and work experiences, case management, documentation, and collaboration with many community providers. 
Frequent travel is required. Candidates must have a Master's degree in Rehabilitation Counseling, Counseling, Social 
Work, Psychology or Special Education, and special conditions apply. NOTE: This position is being recruited at two levels 
(Counselor I and II), so applicants must apply for each of the levels for which they qualify and wish to be considered. For more 
information, contact: Karen Blake-Orne, Hiring Manager, via e-mail: karen.blake-orne@vermont.gov or phone at 802-793- 
3645. Reference Job ID #619499 for level I and #619562 for level II. Status: Full time. Location: Morrisville. Application 
deadline: July 24, 2016. 

MEDICAL LEAVE MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST II 

Department of Human Resources 

If you are an organized, efficient professional who enjoys a fast paced, busy (but enjoyable) work environment this may be 
just the career path for you. Great opportunity to be part of a new specialized Human Resources case management team. You 
will administer the medical leave functions within the Department of Human Resources; working with assigned customers on 
complex and day to day leave management issues related to Family Medical and Parental Leave, Workers Compensation, and 
related leave. As the resident expert on employee medical leave you will be part of the DHR Field Operations unit dealing with 
all federal and state employment laws, Collective Bargaining Agreements, and policies and procedures related to employee 
medical leave. 

Good communication skills are essential for providing accurate and timely guidance to supervisors and employees on 
matters relating to the interpretation and application of FML and WC laws, rights and responsibilities. Ability to manage and 
coordinate all required notifications, paperwork and associated process for medical leave situations. Considerable knowledge 
and experience in FML, WC and ADA is expected. Technical level work experience in human resources which includes leave 
management work is required. For more information, contact: chris.mcconnell@vermont.gov. Full time, Montpelier, Reference 
Job ID #619539 for Level I and Job ID #619540 for Level II. Application deadline: July 18, 2016 

HEALTH SURVEILLANCE DIVISION DIRECTOR 

1 ft. Department of Health 

The Agency of Human Services, Department of Health, is seeking an experienced, highly skilled, dynamic, and experienced 
public health leader with excellent management, organizational and interpersonal skills to join our public health leadership 
team as the Director of the Health Surveillance Division. 

Working under the direction of the Deputy Commissioner, the Director of Health Surveillance will be a strong leader and 
manager with a deep knowledge and experience in public health and an appreciation for the important role of health 
surveillance in promoting and protecting the best health for all Vermonters. This position plans, leads, coordinates, and 
evaluates a broad range of public health programs in the areas of infectious disease control and prevention, health research 
and statistics and laboratory sciences. This is an exciting opportunity for a seasoned professional to lead the State in 
promoting and protecting the health of Vermonters through exemplary practices in Health Surveillance. For more information, 
contact Tracy Dolan: tracy.dolan@vermont.gov. Reference Job ID #619552. Location: Burlington. Status: Full time. 

Application Deadline: July 24, 2016. 


To apply, you must use the online job application at careers.vermont.gov. For questions related to your application, please contact the 
Department of Human Resources, Recruitment Services, at 855-828-6700 (voice) or 800-253-01 91 (TTY/Relay Service). The State of 
Vermont is an equal opportunity employer and offers an excellent total compensation package. 
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Two Centuries of 
‘the Experience’ 


On the day I visit the Dorset Union 
Store, I’m welcomed by the front door- 
bell and by a row of glass jars flush 
with homemade cookies. I see stacks 
of molasses, chocolate chip and knobby 
oatmeal-raisin, the last swollen two 
inches thick with chopped nuts. 

A man walks past with a wave to 
someone in the kitchen. His boots creak 
on the aged floorboards as he fills a shop- 
ping cart with Folgers coffee, Hershey’s 
chocolate sauce, Fat Toad Farm caramel 
and an aluminum container of layered 
baked ziti from the prepared-foods 
cooler. 

A woman hurries in with two small 
boys, both eager for a fresh-fruit galette. 
“Hey there, any galettes left?” she asks 

TWO CENTURIES » P.48 


Dorset Union Store 


L ast month, I asked, “What does 
the Vermont general store look 
like in 2016?” That question led 
to a statewide road trip, chroni- 
cled in monthly installments to span the 
summer season. I may have assumed I 
would find nostalgia and tourist-based 
kitsch, but I discovered that the Vermont 
general store, an emblem of local culture 
specific to the Green Mountain State, is 
not a relic of the past 

Like any lasting business, general 
stores must evolve to be enduring — a 
point proven by the Putney General 
Store and Pharmacy, which was twice 
saved by its town after it twice burnt 
nearly to the ground. 

This time, I visit the Dorset Union 
Store, which in 2016 looks virtually the 
same as it did the year it opened in 1816 
— at least from the outside. In a gauzy 
black-and-white photograph inherited 
by co-owner Cindy Loudenslager, the 
most manifest difference is the dirt road 
snaking past the entrance. The store’s 
old facade remains. And the faint jangle 
of a bell above the front door has been 
welcoming patrons for two centuries. 

Loudenslager, along with her “part- 
ner in business and in life,” co-propri- 
etor Gretchen Schmidt, celebrated the 
Dorset Union Store’s 200th birthday 
on July 9 on the green beyond its front 
stoop. A giant canopy covered the fes- 
tivities, which included old-fashioned 
games, live music and tables replete 
with from-scratch fare made by the 
store's head baker, Lori Lantz, and its 
head chef, Rick Wamecke. 

Locals and travelers turned out 
for strawberry shortcake, sandwiches 
loaded with pulled pork or grilled 
chicken, and dollar cones from the in- 
store creemee machine. A portion of 
the day’s earnings was donated to local 
organizations, including Make-A-Wish 
Vermont, whose CEO, Jamie Hathaway, 
has a particular connection to the store's 
history. 

“Jamie and his parents. Jay and Terri, 
owned the store for 27 years, just before 
us,” Loudenslager tells me in her small 


office by the store’s open kitchen. “He 
was raised right upstairs." 

The Hathaway family bought the 
store in 1977. At the time, the business 
was known as Peltiers, as it had been 
since Perry Peltier claimed sole owner- 
ship in 1955. It remained Peltiers until 
2007, when Loudenslager and Schmidt 
purchased it and restored its original 
name — the Dorset Union Store. 

“We wanted to return the store to its 
roots,” says Loudenslager. “Preserving 
the store as a historic site was one of our 
biggest incentives to buy it in the first 

Loudenslager, who spent 30 years in 
the New York City bankingbusiness, met 
Schmidt at a golf event in Dorset — min- 
utes from the general store she would 
later own. At the time, Schmidt owned 


the Dorset Inn, a white-columned prop- 
erty just across the green from Peltiers. 

“Gretchen and I have owned the 
store together for nine years,” says 
Loudenslager, “but she was very plugged 
into the community before that I was 
looking for something to do after I re- 
tired. We had history in Dorset, friends 
in Dorset; we were godparents to the 
Hathaways’ oldest granddaughter...” 
Loudenslager trails off, as if to let a 
listener fill in the obvious: Together, 
she and Schmidt decided to take on 
the project of ownership. Although the 
paramount goal was “to keep the store’s 
original footprint,” the duo was eager to 
add a few updates, enhancing the wine 
room and expanding the kitchen to ac- 
commodate a capacious bakery and deli 




the young guy behind the cash register. 
“Did I miss them already?” 

The galettes are gone, as are the 
doughnuts, croissants, chocolate chip 
scones and blueberry muffins baked 
this morning. The trio opts to buy a few 
pieces of penny candy. 


they can go to the big stores. And we 
don't just have regulars — we have 
people who come in several times a day, 
every day." 

One reason for this customer loyalty, 
she suspects, is convenience. “Along 
with a stocked grocery, we have good- 


Nearby, an older woman and her quality food and good-quality pas- 


neighbor discuss an upcoming cataract 
surgery. A couple chat about 
babysitting plans as they pick 
up lunch from the deli 
counter: cucumber-dill 
salad, two wedges of 
chicken pot pie, and 
quinoa tossed with 
carrots, fennel and 

“I’ve thought about 

ceed and operate," says 
Loudenslager, as she churns 
a vanilla creemee into a tal 

finite to go here, even when 



all made from scratch,” 
Loudenslager continues. 

‘That's something people 
want nowadays; they 
want good food, but 
they don’t want to cook 
lunch every day, and 
they don’t want to cook 
all evening.” 

The Dorset Union 
Store also serves its 
community by organiz- 
ing a host of annual events 
including a town-wide 
Halloween costume party 
on the green and a giant 
Easter-egg hunt featuring 







food+drink 


MORE Air. 



Loudenslager decked as the holiday 
bunny. Yet the crux of the store's two- 
century perseverance may be its day- 
to-day routine: what Loudenslager calls 
“the experience.” 

“It’s an experience when you come 
in here,” she says. “Gretchen, myself 
and the staff know all the customers. 
Neighbors come in to catch up; they talk 
about their weekend plans, their kids, 
their updates. That just doesn't happen 
in the big stores." 

Loudenslager pauses to grab a 
dark, sugar-burnished molasses 
cookie from the jar by the register. 
“Sometimes I order online from 
Staples,” she continues, “and it’s quick 
and easy. Boom, boom, boom, and it’s 
done. But you know what? I love to 
walk out onto the floor of this general 
store and see people. Talk to people. 
People really want this in their lives; 
they did and still do. I think that’s 
what it’s really about, and that’s why 


Loudenslager hands me the molas- 
ses cookie and a vanilla creemee in a 
dish. “On the house,” she says. “I like 
to crush the cookie on the soft-serve.” 

I thank her, the cold ice cream sink- 
ing gently under the hunks of cookie 
I press on top. I wave goodbye to the 
rest of the crew and tote my treat to 
the Volvo, which is ready to take me 
to my next general-store destination. 

And I get Loudenslager’s point: 
I’m not a Dorset local, but I want 
the Dorset Union Store in my life. 
Five minutes away on Route 30, I’m 
already thinking of my next trip: The 
bell above the 200-year-old front door 
will chime as I walk in for an oatmeal 
cookie, remembering to savor “the 
experience.” © 

INFO 

The Dorset Union Store. 31 Church Street, 
Dorset, 867-4400. dorsetunionstore.com 
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Sibling Syncopation 

The Peter & Will Anderson Trio, composed of 
the eponymous twin musicians and guitarist Alex 

of jazz standards. The Juilliard School grads 
have released three albums to date. Their latest, 
Deja Vu, in collaboration with drummer Albert 
“Tootie" Heath, was called “a burner that also 

JazzTimes. Catch the sax-wielding (clarinet, 
too!) siblings at the Big Picture Theater and 
Cafe this Friday. 

THE PETER & WILL ANDERSON TRIO 

Friday. July 15, 7 p.m.. at Big Picture Theater 
and Cafe in Waitsfield. $15-20. Info. 496-8994. 


Bucolic Ballet 


Spring, summer, fall and winter: Vermonters celebrate the four 
seasons in a multitude of ways. Farm to Ballet seeks to honor 
the impact those fluctuatingtemperatures have on cultivators A 
with a “year in the life"-style production. Dancers twist and M 
leap their way through the story of seasons on a Vermont 
farm, from the return of geese to rituals of planting, 
irrigating and harvesting the crops. Conceived and 
directed by Chatch Pregger, formerly of Boston Ballet, the 
series returns for its second season beginning on Saturday n 
at the Philo Ridge Farm in Charlotte. Gear up for kicking 
cows, lilting lettuce and pigs en pointe. 

FARM TO BALLET 

Saturday. July 16. 6:30-8 p.m., at Philo 
Ridge Farm in Charlotte. $16.50 plus 
cost of food. Info. 593-2912. 
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The band, by any other name, might sound as sweet. But 
some might be a little put off by their moniker, the Milk 
Carton Kids. The folk-pop duo of Kenneth Pattengale and 
Joey Ryan, known for tight harmonies and compelling 
lyrics, acknowledge that discomfort. “It's usually a dark 

concedes Pattengale in an interview with GoldenPlec. But, 
they counter, “as long as the music is good, the name has 
nothing to do with it." Good their music most certainly is. 
Catch the Grammy-nominated (for Best American Roots) 
performers, touring with their 2015 album Monterey, in 
Burlington this Wednesday. Caitlin Canty opens. 

THE MILK 
CARTON KIDS 

Wednesday. July 20. 7 
p.m, at First Unitarian 
Universalist Society 
in Burlington. $27- 
44. Info, 987-6487. 
highergroundmusic. 



July 20 to Aug. 6 
Wed.-Sat. 7:30 p.m. 


tickets and info at 
stowetheatre.com 



L BOOKS 
presents 



AT ESSEX 
July 


SAT 30 THE PARTY THAT 
11 pm SHALL NOT BE NAMED 

See above. 


JUNE- BOOKSTORE BINGO 

AUG Read books to achieve “BINGO"! All 
locations. (Grades 4-8.) 


21 Essex Way, Essex • 802.87a.7111 
2 Center Street. Rutland • 802.855.8078 
[) www.pboenixbooks.bi7 j 
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STOWE PERFORMING ARTS 
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Music in the 

Meadow 


Christy Patt and Robert "Boomer" Juzek and Stowe Motel & Snowdrift present 

The California Honeydrops 

July 24, 2016 7:00 p.m. 

Bringing dance-party vibes to R 6 B, funk, soul. Delta blues 

CO-PRESENTERS - Anonymous; Cushman Design Group; Pall Spera Company Realtors; 

The Rasbenys - Bubba, Kathy & Clinton HOSPITALITY SPONSOR Trapp Family Lodge 
SEASON MEDIA SPONSORS Stowe Reporter and Radio Vermont Group RA0I0 SPONSOR The Point 

^TroppTbroily £odge 

CONCERT MEADOW 

StowePerformingArts.com 
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GREAT FAMILY PUNS I GROUP CLASSES I TENNIS COURTS I LOTS OF KIDS ACTIVITIES! 
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LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT S! 



health & fitness 

MIDDLEBURY FITNESS BOOT CAMP: See WED.13. 



Info. 540-0186. 


kids 

DIY CARDBOARD ARCADE: Kids ages 8 and up con- 






2016 Chamber Music Season 

July 13 through August 18 
Elley-Long Music Center at St. Michaels College and 
the Hardwick Townhouse 

For more information: 1-800-639-3443 
or visit www.craftsburychamberplayers.org 

M* 
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EVEMTS ON SALE NOW 



Little Tree Tea 

WEDNESDAY. JULY 20. 
ARTSRIOT. BURLINGTON 



NoTown Music 
& Arts Festival 


FRIDAY. JULY 22. 
BARTLETT'S CORNERS. 
STOCKBRIDGE 


Farm to Table 
Benefit Dinner 

SATURDAY AUGUST 6. 
WEST MONITOR BARN. 
RICHMOND 



Eric Taylor 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 
ARTSRIOT. BURLINGTON 



Vermont Cider 
Classic 

SATURDAY. JULY 23. 
ARTSRIOT. BURLINGTON 


Burlesque is 
Coming! 

FRIDAY. AUGUST 26. 
ARTSRIOT. BURLINGTON 


S 

— 


SEVENDAYSTICKETS.COM 
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LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT S; 


PLANET CAT: ACATEMY AWARDS 



theater 

acting techniques for onstage and off. The Wellness 
Co-op, Burlington, 3-4 p.m. Free. Info, 999-7373. 



775-0903. 


words 



TUE.19 


COLORING CLUB: Adults and high school students 



community 



dance 

BEGINNER WEST COAST SWING & FUSION 
DANCING: Pupils get schooled in the fundamentals 

INTERMEDIATE & ADVANCED WEST COAST SWING: 

modem swing dance. North End Studio A Burlington. 
SWING DANCING: Quick-footed participants experl- 









garnes 

BRIDGE CLUB: See WE0.13. 7 p.m. 

health & fitness 

BRANDON FITNESS BOOT CAMP: Hop to it! Get fit 

Brandon. 5:30-6:30 pjn. S12. Info, 343-716Q V 




CALL FOR ENTRIES! 


Festival: Saturday, August 27, 2PM, Flynn Theatre 

Enter your original cat videos and memes in various CATegories 

at judgify.me/planetcat20I6 now through August 19th. 
Submissions will be voted on by 3 select judges 
and audience feedback at the festival! 

Winners in each CATegory will receive an aCATemy award! 

FOR MORE INFO VISIT: CHITTENDENHUMANE.ORG 

3Ps* J fcSBZJ b. SEVEN DAYS 



Ready to Quit Smoking? 


We Can Help 


The Vermont Center on Behavior and Health is conducting a 
study to help mothers quit smoking. With your participation, 
you could earn up to $1,360. 

If you have at least one child under the age of 12, you may 
qualify for this study. 

To see if you qualify, go online to http'7/j.mp/lMSDgeE to 
take our online survey or call (802)656-1906 to learn more 
about this study. 
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★ ★ ★ ★ Early voting has begun! ★ ★ ★ ★ 

r 3 

WEEKS 


Running for 

office? " 


Our readers vote. 
Our readers donate. 
Our readers decide. 


WHAT WE OFFER 
CAMPAIGNS 


0 


An educated audience 
willing to support 
campaigns and issues.* 


FACTS ABOUT NEWSPAPER READERS* 


Q A 0/ of Democratic, 83% of Republican and 
0^4 /O 81% of independent voters regularly 
read newspapers in print or online. 


QCO/ of voters who cast ballots in the 
OD/0 last local election read a newspaper in 
print or online during the week prior. 


Q"| 0/ of voters who contribute to campaigns 

ZJ I/O read newspapers in print or online. 


0 

0 
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Highly engaged 
voters that turn out 
and volunteer . 1 

A large number of 
influential female voters. + 

Direct, immediate 
communication with 
an independent-minded 
audience. 


Launch your winning 
campaign in... 


SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 


CONTACT US TODAY: 
802-864-5684 OR 
SALES@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 




classes 


.T: BEGINNER WHEEL: 

;at for beginners looking to finishing, 
il-throwing techniques. Ye 



Space, 208 Flynn Ave, Suite ; 
Burlington : Capital City Grani 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 



burlington city 
arts 


BCA 


Call 865-71 66 for info 
or register online at 
burlingtoncityarts. org. 
Teacher bios are also 
available online. 




LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY: 


craft 





6:30-8:30 p.m.; SaL. Aug. 13. 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Cost $750/person; 


25. Cost: $303/person ; , 




CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE 
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HELPING NEIGHBORS CONNECT 


More in the Morning! 
Weekdays at 5am. 




music 


DOLES 

Okkervil River's Will Sheff 
on the redemptive power 
of not trying so hard 


P rior to writing Away, the forthcoming 
record from his band Okkervil River, 
Will Sheff was at a personal and creative 
crossroads. Okkervil River had essentially 
disbanded, with members moving on to other proj- 
ects or to raise families. Sheff’s grandfather, a jazz 
musician and Sheff’s personal hero, had become 
gravely ill. 

Sheff spent much of his time at his grandfa- 
ther’s bedside as he lay dying in hospice in New 
Hampshire, where Sheff grew up. Following his 
passing, Sheff retreated to a friend’s empty house in 
the Catskills and began writing, with no clear idea 
what he was writing, exactly. He simply let himself 
go to see what might happen. 

“Eventually, I realized I was writing a death story 
for a part of my life that had, buried inside of it, a 
path I could follow that might let me go somewhere 
new,” Sheff wrote in a statement about the album, 
which is due out on September 9. 

Away doesn’t much sound like an Okkervil River 
album, at least on the surface. In place of his old 
backing band, Sheff enlisted a collection of avant- 
garde and jazz players, plus guests such as Marissa 
Nadler, the contemporary classical ensemble 
yMusic, and his old Okkervil River and Shearwater 
bandmate Jonathan Meiburg. In place of OR’s 
signature indie romp is a more delicate, contempla- 
tive and ethereal sound. Sheff indeed found a new 
path in the woods of the Catskills. It is sometimes 
serenely gorgeous and sometimes haunting. 

Okkervil River play the Higher Ground Showcase 
Lounge on Sunday, July 17. Ahead of that show, and 
one day before Sheff ’s 40th birthday, Seven Days 
spoke with the songwriter by phone. 


SEVEN DAYS: Unless Wikipedia is lying to me, 
which it never does, happy birthday! 

WILL SHEFF: Oh, yeah! It’s tomorrow. I appreciate 
that. 

SD: And it’s a big one. Forty, right? 

WS: It is. I’ve been thinking about that. I’ve been so 
busy working that I haven't planned anything for my 
birthday, really. And I feel worried about it My 40th 
birthday is a really good opportunity for me to set 
myself off on the next 10 years of my life in a way 
that really makes sense. I’m excited to turn 40. It’s 
like cracking open the next chapter of my life. So I 
started planning little things — like, one teeny little 
thing a day that I want to do. It will be a week of 
my birthday, instead of one big day. So I appreciate 
getting a birthday wish from a stranger! 

SD: So, weird coincidence: I turned 38 recently. 
And the day before was the first time I listened 
to "Okkervil River R.I.P.," from the new album. 
And there’s a line about being a couple of days 
away from turning 38 and you're a horrible 
sight. Gotta say, that one hit close to home. 

WS: That’s funny. I'm glad I was able to give you that 
little moment. 

SD: Speaking of the new record, it’s a new direc- 
tion for you and Okkervil River. What inspired 
the shift? 

WS: I think the crucial part of all of this is that I 
wasn’t setting out to make an Okkervil River record. 
In fact, I wasn’t even sure if I was making a record. 
It’s funny, I wrote this little statement about the 
record, and I was trying to explain where I was 
at emotionally, land of having a little emotional 
breakdown. And everybody kind of makes it sound 


like ... I don't know. It's weird. The point is, I was 
in a place where I was doing a lot of writing in an 
unguarded way. And I really liked it, so I thought I 
would see, as an exercise for myself if I could write 
a whole record. So that was my whole goal: Write, 

SD: But then you enlisted a bunch of avant- 
garde jazz players. 

WS: Well, I thought, I have a great drummer. And 
when you have a great drummer, you can do any kind 
of music in the world. And not necessarily the things 
you’d associate with having a strong drummer, like 
funk. You can apply that to the most subtle, simple 
things and elevate it way more than in a situation 
where you’re noticing the drumming. 

So I had a vision in my mind of doing a more 
acoustically based record and working with jazz 
people and [not thinking] in a usual rock way. I 
wasn’t sure I’d even do anything with it. But in two 
days we recorded about 12 songs, and everything 
was pretty much done and ready to go. And I walked 
away from it like, That was Jim. I don't really know 
what that was, but it was cool. 

And over time, these songs that I’d recorded 
became the most important things to me in my 
life. And they contained inside of them some kind 
of future for me. I had actually brought a thing into 
the world, even though I was the only person who 
knew about it besides the musicians. And that thing 
became something that wanted to help me. Then I 
started thinking about releasing the record. And I 
started contacting friends about adding arrange- 
ments and little vocals. And along the way I thought, 
You know, this is Okkervil River. 
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The Infestation 

I know, I know. It’s been, like, two 
solid weeks without any festival news. 
You’re probably all “Yo, DB. Where’s my 
festival news, bro?" Relax. And don’t 
call me bro, chief. I got you. 

Around Independence Day weekend, 
the festival slate tends to dry up. But, 
emboldened by a renewed sense of 
freedom — and hot dogs — we get back 
in the festie swing this week, with no 
end in sight until grace potter sings us 
out into fall come September. So let’s 
dig in, shall we? 

We begin with the Cambridge Music 
Festival, which is a music festival 
at the future site of the Cambridge 
Community Center in Jeffersonville on 
Saturday, July 16. (For flatlanders and/ 
or those who never leave Burlington: 
Jeffersonville is a village in the town 
of Cambridge, hence the geographical 
confusion there.) It's a particularly nifty 
little one-day fest that combines two of 
my favorite locavore treats: music and 
comedy. 

On the former score, the lineup 
features the ever-exeellent roots-soul 
duo dwight & nicole, who I’m pretty 
sure are trying to set the record for 
playing every festival in the state this 
summer. Joining them are beloved BTV 
art rockers swale, southern VT teenage 
sensations the snaz and a hyperlocal — 
to the festival — entrant, Jeffersonville’s 
locals & company. (See? It even says so in 
their name.) 

Between the bands’ sets, local 
standup comedians will keep the 


crowds warm — and warm up 
themselves for the upcoming Green 
Mountain Comedy Festival. (More on 
that in a sec.) 

Comics appearing include 2015 
Vermont’s Funniest Comedian finalist 
paul church, the delightfully bizarre 
taylor Scribner, “Cringe! A Night of 
Hilarious Humiliation” founder Annie 
russell and the 2015 VFC champ, 
kendall farrell. Oh, and at sunset, 
expect a performance from Jericho- 
based fire-performance troupe cirdue de 

Speaking of the sun, SolarFest 2016! 
After a yearlong hiatus, everyone’s 
favorite sustainability celebration is 
back and in new digs, no less. The 
fest runs Friday and Saturday, July 15 


and 16, at the Southern Vermont Arts 
Center in Manchester. 

In truth, what we should really 
be talking about here are all the 
innovations in renewable energy that 
will be on display. But I’ll leave that 
to the folks leading the numerous 
workshops and demonstrations on 
green buildings, sustainable food 
and the like. Instead, I'll draw your 
attention to the music and hope that’s 
enough to lure you into bettering 
yourself — and our planet — while 
you’re there. 

The main lineup features 14 
artists performing on two gorgeous 
stages — the Arkell Pavilion and the 
Equinox Stage, the latter of which is 
a natural amphitheater overlooking 
Mount Equinox. Highlights include 
folk songwriter, children’s author and 
professor dar williams, rockers donna 
the buffalo, Grammy-nominated 
blues singer marcia ball, ’70s rock 
torch bearers wild Adriatic, Grammy- 
nominated reggae singer and DJ sister 
carol, hip-hop-infused second-line 
badasses pitchblak brass band and local 
dance-pop phenoms madaila. That last 
band may give Dwight & Nicole a run 
for their money in frequency of festival 
appearances this summer. 

Also of note is the annual Singer- 
Songwriter Showcase competition, 
which features 10 regional tunesmiths 
vying for a slot at next year’s festival. 
Interestingly, only two of the 
contestants are Vermonters: richard 
ruane and brendan eprile. Give ’em hell, 
gents. 

SOUNDBITES » P.67 



FRI 

7.15 

Tokimonsta 

SAT 

7.16 

VT Cover Band Showcase 

Featuring Radio Fjyer, Naive Tongue 
&moie! 

TUE 

7.19 

The Paper Kites 

Larkin Roe 

SUN 

7.20 

Black Mountain 

FRI 

7.22 

Scissorfight 

Murdelago, Hey Zeus, 

The Road Trash Band 

SAT 

7.23 

Little Tybee 

Abbie Morin 

TUE 

7.26 

Matthew Logan Vasquez 
(of Delta Spirit) 

Derik Huttquist 

TUE 

7.26 

99 9 The Buzz welcomes 

Silversun Pickups 

TUE 

7.28 

10.47 The Point welcomes 

Gregory Douglass Band 

WED 

8.03 

99 9 The Buzz welcomes 

Nothing But Thieves 

Unlikely Candidates, Weathers 

JUST ANNOUNCED - 

9.14 August Bums Red 

9.16 The Infamous Stringdusteis 

10.04 Zeds Dead 

10.1 1 Dark StarOrchestra 

ft 121 4 Williston Road, South Burlington 

0 802-662-0777 

O ©higherground 

KSJ @highefgroundniusic 
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SD: Even though it was just you 
and Cully Symington from the last 
incarnation of the band? 

WS: So much of my life with Okkervil 
River as it went on was ruled by 
wondering what people thought What 
should Ido? What do people want to hear? 
Maybe I should give 
them what they want 
to hear. Maybe I 
should give them the 
opposite thing and 
defy expectations. But 
when you do that 
you’re still a slave to 
expectations. Your 
No. 1 goal as an artist 
is to truly listen to 
your own heart and 
instincts. That’s not 
to say you should 
ignore people and 
make art just for 
yourself Because art 
just for yourself is kind of sterile. 

But the paradox is that if you try to 
make people happy, you actually won't 
make them happy, because they’ll feel 
like you’re pandering to them. So the 
way to try to make people happy is to 
make yourself happy, and people will 
respond to the reality and truth of what 
you’re doing, and that makes them 
happy. So I thought that this was gonna 
be Okkervil River the new way that I 
move forward. Because everything else 
around me seemed like a dead end. 

SD: You mentioned writing in a more 
unguarded way. You've never been 
one to write confessionally, and 
you're not really doing it here. But it 
does seem to come from a more raw 
place. Were you consciously trying 
to tap into that? 


WS: Tryingis probably the wrong word. 
I wasn’t really trying anything when I 
wrote these songs. And I think that’s 
the distinction. I think I maybe spent 
a lot of time trying in my life. Trying 
to get money. Trying to get respect. 
Trying to show people that I was smart 
and trying to get noticed. Trying to not 
get kicked out of my apartment. And I 
think that so much 
of this record was 
about not trying. 
Just fully doing 
the thing that felt 
like the right thing 
to do. And it felt 
very natural to me. 
Like, as soon as 
you get around one 
bend in the road, 
you see the place 
to go. And you go 
there and see the 
next place. 

I just really 
wasn’t worried 
about what other people wanted me to 
do, or even what I wanted to do. It was 
just about What is the thing? It felt really 
intuitive that way. 

SD: That sounds refreshing. 

WS: I wasn’t mediating between the 
thing that I wrote and the thing that I 
sang. And that was a refreshing thing, 
because my worst danger is getting 
too lost in my brain. When I’m at my 
worst, I’m approaching things too much 
through my brain. When I’m at my best. 
I’m approaching things through my 
body or through my heart ® 

INFO 

Okkervil River with Bird of Youth. Sunday. 

July 17. 8:30 p.m., at the Higher Ground 
Showcase Lounge in South Burlington. 
$16/18. AA highergroundmusic.com 


OVER TIME.THESESDNGS 
THAT I D RECORDED BECAME 
THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS 
TO ME IN MY LIFE. 

AND THEY CONTAINED 
INSIDE OFTHEM SOME KIND 
OF FUTURE FOR ME. 







He and WD's Michael Roberts recently 
formed a record label. Lost Honey 
Records, through which they released 
Moss’ exceptional 2016 album Fable. 

If you go to one other show this week 
— and happen to really like Montpelier, 
and why wouldn’t you? — check out 
yonatan gat at Buch Spieler Records on 
Sunday, July 17. The former Monotonix 
axe man and founder was named the 
“Best Guitarist in New York" by my 
alt-colleagues at the Village Voice in 
2013. Live, Gat’s eponymous trio is 
just nutty — as anyone who caught 
them at the Skinny Pancake last year 
can attest. They meld Brazilian psych, 
Afrobeat, Middle Eastern surf and all 
sorts of other worldly styles with jazz 
intellect and punk fire. It’s absurd. 

Jazzy Montpelier post-rock band July 
26 movement open. Tickets are super 
limited, so give the folks at Buch Spieler 
a call to order. 

Last but not least, I’ve been having a bit 
of gentle fun with Madaila this week. 
But I kid because I love. And if you've 
been following along lo, these past 
two years, you know I love me some 
Madaila. One reason why; I admire their 
ambition. 

Exhibit A - or G or Q or Y ... I’ve lost 
count at this point — is this: Madaila on 
Main. That’s an all-day festival the band 
is hosting on Main Street in Burlington 
on Sunday, September 4, in front of 
Nectar’s. Yup, they’re commandeering 
a friggin’ street We’ll have more details 
in the coming weeks. But for now, I'd 
hold off on making any other Labor Day 
weekend plans, ya dig? ® 


Listening In 


ORDER YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 


(802) 859-0100 | WWW.VTCOMEDY.COM 
101 MAIN STREET, BURLINGTON 


Meanwhile, in Middlebury, the 38th 
annual Middlebury Festival on the 
Green heads into its closing weekend on 
the stately Village Green. 

On Thursday, July 14, traveling folkie 
and pete seeger acolyte rik palieri plays 
the lunchtime Brown Bag series show. 
That evening, local honky-tonk hero 
brett hughes takes the stage, backed by 
bassist pat melvin, pedal-steel ace brett 
lanier, fiddler Caleb elder and drummer 
dan davine. Dwight & Nicole close out 
the day, which I’m pretty sure puts 
them one ahead of Madaila in the fest 

On Friday, July 15, the evening set 
opens with indie folk duo the oupont 
brothers, touring behind their brilliant 
new album A Riddle for You. Then it’s 
... wait for it ... Middlebury hometown 
heroes Madaila! (Oh, snap. We’re tied 
again.) 

Now, it’s been a little more than 
a month since the close of the 2016 
Burlington Discover Jazz Festival, which 
should have been ample time for you 
to rest your aching jazz hands. (That’s 
what jazz leg day is for, yo.) So they 
should be in peak form for the Vermont 

JAZZ ENSEMBLE STREET DANCE, which closes 

the FotG on Saturday, July 16. 

Finally, there is one more festival 
you’ll want to know about. But it’s not 
a music festival. It’s the annual Green 
Mountain Comedy Festival, which 
kicks off on Monday, July 18, and runs 
through Saturday, July 23. We'll have 
a deep dive in these pages next week, 
when the fest kicks into high gear. But 
in the meantime, there are worthwhile 
shows on the early slate that bear 
mentioning. 

Opening the fest on Monday is 
the annual Best in Show showcase 
at Vermont Comedy Club, featuring 
finalists from the 2015 Vermont’s 
Funniest Comedian contest Scheduled 
to appear are Farrell, anya volz, tim 
bridge, mike Thomas and 2015 winner 


grant robin. GMCF founder Kathleen 
kanz hosts. That same evening, also at 
the VCC, is standup sean donnelly, who 
has made all the usual rounds of late- 
night shows and cable but who most 
notably has a bulldog named Rickies — 
as in don rickles. (Anyone under 30, ask 
your parents.) 

On Tuesday, comedian emma 
willmann from SiriusXM’s “The Check 
Spot" and the “First Time” podcast 
plays the early slot at VCC. Willmann 
recently was a finalist in the prestigious 
New York’s Funniest Stand-Up contest 
hosted by Caroline’s on Broadway, 
which is a pretty big deal. Later at 
VCC, catch sam morril, of “Last Comic 
Standing,” “Conan” and “@Midnight” 
renown. 

Or you could pop on over to the 
Light Club Lamp Shop for the annual 
Oddballs Show, which features several 
of the area’s alt-iest standups, including 
Scribner, Robin, sean hunter williams, 

Madaila and Dwight & Nicole. (OK, 
fine, two of those are not appearing at 
the show. You can guess which ones.) 
RICHARD BOWEN hosts. 

Tune in for more on the GMCF next 
week. 

(Disclosure: Swale bassist tyler 
bolles is my brother.) 

BiteTorrent 

In other news, if you go to only one 
show this week. I'd make it katie trautz 
and sam moss at La Puerta Negra in 
Montpelier on Thursday, July 14. As 
you hopefully know by now, Trautz is 
one of the area’s most deeply respected 
fiddlers and folk music boosters — and 
she’s part of one of my favorite VT 
bands, wooden dinosaur, which doesn’t 
hurt. 

Moss, who currently lives in Boston 
but used to call Brattleboro home, also 
has a Wooden Dinosaur connection. 












Spruce teak 

Performing 
Arts Center 


FILM: LA DAMNATION 
DE FAUST 
Saturday, July 16, 7 pm 



COUNTERPOINT 
CHORUS 
Seasons: A Choral 
Celebration of the 
Changing Vear 
Saturday, July 23, 8 pm 



GIRLS GUNS 
AND GLORV 
Thursday, July 28, 8 pm 


TOM MURPHV IN 
MetaMURPHosis 
Thursday, August 4, 7 pm 


122 Hourglass Dr., Stowe 
760-4634 

SprucePeabArts.org 





barre/montpelier 

BAGITOS BAGEL AND BURRITO 

BUCH SPIELER RECORDS: 

LA PUERTA NEGRA: Katie Trautz, 


stowe/smuggs 

MARTELLS AT THE RED FOX: Lesley 

7 pm, free. Open Mic. 9 p.m, free. 

MOOGS PLACE: Open Mic. 8 p.m. 


m iddlebury area 


TWO BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE & 

northeast kingdom 

PARKER PIE CO.: Spencer Lewis 

outside Vermont 

with 95 Triple X (pop). 9 p.m.. NA. 



FRI.15 

burlington 


BLEU NORTHEAST SEAFOOD: Ted 
Crosby (jazz). 8:30 p.m., free. 

BREAKWATER CAFE & GRILL: Uncle 



HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: Made by 
Robots (experimental), 7 p.m, free. 


JUNIPER: Barbacoa (surf). 9 p.n 
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REVIEW this 



Milton Busker, 

You Are What You 
Pretend to Be 

(SELF-RELEASED. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD] 

Unless you keep a very close ear on the 
singer-songwriter sets at venues like 
Radio Bean and the Skinny Pancake, 
you could be forgiven for not knowing 
the name Milton Busker. His presence 
in the folk-pop scene over the past 
decade and a half has been inconsistent 
but rewarding. Busker, who calls himself 
“the world’s foremost purveyor of suit- 
folk,” won the Advance Music Singer/ 
Songwriter Contest back in 2002. He 
dropped an EP on CD, Dance Songs Vol. 
II, that same year, before mysteriously 
vanishing from the music scene. 

Fast-forward about a decade to 2013, 
when Busker emerged from his music- 
less bunker. He rereleased his older 
EP in digital form, adding two more 


tracks and branding it as Dance Songs, 
Vol. II +. In keeping with his slow-pitch 
approach. Busker took three years to 
release his latest album. You Are What 
You Pretend to Be. 

Busker sends a warning shot across 
our bow on opener "The Meanest Thing 
I’ll Ever Write.” The song kicks off the 
album with cheery guitar strumming and 
wry, knowing lyrics about hiding who 
you really are. It’s hard to believe that the 
generally winsome Busker could be truly 
mean, but his only-half-ironic musings 
lend some credence to the claim. 


Up next is “Dogs at the Door,” 
which — similar to the companion 
instrumental “Dogs at the Cafe,” a few 
tracks later — is an easy-to-gloss-over 
jazz-pop number. These moments are 
certainly not bad, just a bit bland. The 
same goes for “The Whole.” 

“Redemption on Pearl” is Busker’s 
strongest and most affecting vocal 
performance. His breathy voice is 
simultaneously urgent and distant, 
conveying a range of emotions with 
poise and control. 

Punchy vocal doo-wop and 
xylophonic keys open “The 
Interrogator.” It’s a get-up-and-go kind 
of tune, reminiscent of Spoon’s foot- 
tapping numbers “The Underdog” and 
“The Way We Get By.” 

Rapid synth beats combined with a 
surf-rock guitar line warm up the sixth 
cut, “My Fear of Losing You.” Evoking a 
one hit-wonder, Flock of Seagulls vibe, 
it’s an energetic track that helps Busker 


stand out from the generic pop-folk 

Slow and tender, “Babies to War” is 
a cautionary tale of growing up too fast 
and facing the cruel world before you're 
ready. “Don’t wake yet / Stay and dream 
while you still can,” Busker advises. 

Busker’s closing cover of Elliott Smith’s 
“Pitseleh” is a wistful, humble nod to the 
late indie icon, who seems to have inspired 
some of Busker’s hushed vocals. 

On You Are What You Pretend to Be, 
Busker sheds his reliance on guitar- 
centric arrangements and embraces 
more varied instrumentation. He 
seems simultaneously emboldened and 
relaxed by jaunty percussion and some 
surprising keyboard elements. A breezy 
warmth sweeps through the album, 
making for easy summer listening. 

Milton Busker’s You Are What 
You Pretend to Be is available at 
miltonbusker.com. 

LIZ CANTRELL 


Sink or Swim, 
Searching 
for Sincerity 

(SELF-RELEASED, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD] 

Burlington-based hardcore outfit Sink 
or Swim made their debut in 2013 with 
a short, brutal EP, Vermont Road Trips. 
They’ve since returned with a new 
drummer — and a full-length album, 
Searching for Sincerity. Well, “full- 
length” by genre standards, anyway. In 
time-honored hardcore punk tradition, 
the album clocks in at 12 tracks and just 
more than 20 minutes. 

Searching for Sincerity is a curious 
title for such an anarchic, sarcastic 
project — although there is plenty of 
serious stuff here. Matt Kimball (bass, 
vocals) and Nick Grandchamp (guitar, 
vocals) share primary songwriting 
duties. Both are hardcore scene 
veterans. Kimball cut his teeth on 
bass for Crucial Times and juggles 
several side projects. Grandchamp is a 



member of Rutland band Get a Grip, 
one of Vermont’s most successful 
hardcore groups in recent years. 

With the new addition on drums of 
Ruston Fettig (formerly of Bombardier 
to Pilot, currently holding down the 
Red Summer Sun), Sink or Swim have 
gathered a lineup that can pretty much 
do whatever they want. Fortunately, 
instead of math-rock wank, they favor 
loud, fast and fun. 

It’s a visceral approach, but there’s 
nothing primitive about it. The most 
consistently impressive aspect of 
Searching for Sincerity is how creative 
and surprising the arrangements can 


be. Kimball and Grandchamp bring a 
lot of experience and smarts to bear on 
every track. The sequencing is smooth, 
with songs folding into each other, 
creating the feel of a well-planned live 

Sink or Swim also have a talent for 
unabashed pop. The songs here are 
short but loaded with ideas both catchy 
and concise. There are an awful lot of 
earworms per square foot, and it’s hard 
to walk away from this album without 
humming a few. 

The vocals are, perhaps, an acquired 
taste. Yet it’s hard to fault a band who 
cheerfully describe themselves as 
“melodic punk/hardcore with off-key 
vocals" for crimes against pitch: We 
were warned. Besides, their sheer 
enthusiasm is entertaining, and their 
rough-hewn hooks are a welcome break 
from the usual Cookie Monster growls 
and stylized screams that so many genre 
vocalists settle for. 

Lyrically, the album is all over the 
map, which fits. There are vulnerable 


love songs (“World Without You” 
and “Just Mine”), manifestos against 
consumer culture (“Rat Syndicate”) 
and occasional attempts to incite a riot 
(“Violence Party”). There’s not much 
of a unifying theme, but at least all the 
important bases get covered. 

The production work on Searching 
for Sincerity is superb. The sound is 
raw and powerful without losing any 
balance or fidelity, just polished enough 
to sound damn good when you turn it 
up. Which you should. Eric “Noodle” 
Wisowaty did an expert job, and the 
album clearly benefits from a single 
hand doing the engineering, mixing and 
mastering. 

One thing Sink or Swim’s proper 
debut makes clear: They must be a 
nuclear blast onstage. Catch them in 
Vermont if you get the chance — the 
band is currently fundraising to play 
tour dates in Norway. In the meantime. 
Searching for Sincerity is available at 

P JUSTIN BOLAND 


® GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: ! 


Sau uou saw it in... SEVEN DAYS S 

«Vl sevendaysvt.com 0 U ! 



music 


CLUB DATES 



2016 Summer Casual Styles 


85 Main St, Burlington | skirack.com | 802.658.3313 


CRITICS PICK! MUST SEE EVENT! 

BttlHi, Columbia, Gncinnoti. NmhviRe, QiailoDo, RoloiglrDurham, Louisville, Allanta, Pillsburgh, Chicago, Dallas, Los Angolas, I 


COMIC 

GENIUS' 

-NY TIMES 


OF THE 

GREATEST 

STAND-UPS 


TUE.19 //THE PAPER KITES IINDIE FOLK) 



between the hours of midnight and 4 a-m. Fittingly, the record exudes a lulling, half- 
awake feel, with dreamy, swirling melodies and bleary-eyed lyricism, all woven together 
with the aid of acclaimed producer Phil Ek (Father John Misty, Fleet Foxes, the Shins.) 
The Paper Kites play the Higher Ground Showcase Lounge in South Burlington — at a 
reasonable hour — on Tuesday, July 19, with Atlanta's LARKIN POE. 


Ri RA IRISH PUB & WHISKEY ROOM: Supersound 

DJ (top 40), 10 p.m. free. 

RUBEN JAMES: DJ Cre8 (hip-hop), 10 p.m„ free. 
SIDEBAR: Crusty Cuts and Loupo (hip-hop). 10 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE (BURLINGTON): Barika 

(ethereal dub), 8 p.m., free. 

VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: Todd Glass (standup). 


stowe/smuggs 

MARTELL'S AT THE RED FOX: 66 City Band (GOs 
MOOGS PLACE: Abby Sherman (folk). 6:30 p.m., 


middlebury area 


ER GROUND SHOWCASE LO 


tainment (Top 40). 9:30 p.m.. 
(country). 7:- 


MONKEY HOUSE: Fri 




outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Folk Faces (folk rock). 10 p.m, free. 

MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: Happy Hour Tunes & 




barre/montpelier 

BAGITOS BAGEL AND BURRITO CAFE: Dave and 



SAT.16 

burlington 

ARTS RIOT: Dead Set (Grateful Dead tribute). 8:30 
p.m..$10.AA. 

BLEU NORTHEAST SEAFOOD: Audrey Bernstein 
CLUB METRONOME: 10th Annual Vermont Drag 

(•80S dance party), 9 p.m, free/$5. 






HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: Marcie Hernandez 


MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Lux (rock). 10 p.m.. 


6 p.m., free. Letter Castle (indie folk), 7 p.m., free. 
Sparrow Blue (folk), S:30 p.m., free. Folkfaces 
(folk), 10 p.m„ free. Otter (rock), 1Z:30 a.m.. free. 


Mashtodon (hip-hop), 11 p.m., $s! 




,$S. 




SIDEBAR: Revlbe (rock), 11 p.m, Tree. 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE (BURLINGTON): Zack 
Rhodes Trio (funk), B p.m, free. 

SMITTY S PUB: Think Twice (rock). B p.m, free. 
VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: Todd Glass (standup), 
7:30 & 10 p.m, 520. 

VERMONT PUB & BREWERY: Dionysia (rock). 10 


Chittenden county 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: VT Cover 




barre/montpelier 


BAGITOS BAGEL AND BURRITO CAFE: Bleeker & 
SWEET MELISSA'S: Kelly Ravin (country). 6:30 



p.m, free. Tymes Up ( rock). 9 p.m. free. 

STONE CORRAL BREWERY: Coon Hill John 
Connection (folk), 7 pjn. free. * 

40), 9:30 p.m., free. ' P 

barre/montpelier 

BAGITOS BAGEL AND BURRITO CAFE: Irish 
Session. 2 p.m.. donation. MothershipSoulBrother 
(gypsy-soul), 6 p.m, donation. 

stowe/smuggs 

MOOGS PLACE: Kelly Ravin (country). 9 p.m., free. 

middlebury area 

51 MAIN AT THE BRIDGE: John Lyons (Jazz), 7:30 


(top 40). 9:30 p.m. free. 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE & STAGE: 
Rehab Roadhouse (rock), 9 p.m„ $3. 

northeast kingdom 

JASPER'S TAVERN: NIX MIX (dance party). 9 p.m. 
PARKER PIE CO.: Celtic Session. 2 p.m.. free. 

outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Free Air (rock). 10 p.m. free. 


MON. 18 


burlington 



HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: Family Night (open 
JP*S PUB: Dance Video Request Night with 

JUNIPER: Trivia Night 7 p.m„ free. 

LIGHT CLUB LAMP SHOP: Lamp Shop Lit Club 


MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Karaoke. 9 p.m., free. 



RADIO BEAN: Able Thought (folk). 7 p.m„ free. 



RED SQUARE: Mashtodon (hip-hop). 8 p.m., free. 
SIDEBAR: Snakefoot (house), 10 pm, free. 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE (BURLINGTON): Comedy I 
Crepes (standup). 7 p.m. free. 

VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: GMCF: Best in Show 

( standup)! 9:30 pm. $15. * 


Chittenden county 



SUN. 17 

burlington 

BREAKWATER CAFE & GRILL: DJ Fattie B (hip- 


stowe/smuggs 

MOOGS PLACE: Seth Yacovone (solo acoustic 



Go to sevendaysvt.com ana a 

Or, come by Northern Lights (75 Main Street, Burlington). 


CALLING ALL ARTISTS! 

smuui - 

Ml 

LIBATIONS 

II QESIGli COHTESTTD BENEFIT SEAEA& 


YOUR 

ART 

HERE 


NORTHERN 

^ ^ PRESENT 


Little Tybee 


SATURDAY, JULY 23 

DOORS: 8:00 PM 
SHOW: 8:30 PM 
SHOWCASE LOUNGE 


and answer two trivia questions. 


Deadline; Tuesday, 7/19 at noo „. g 







northeast kingdom 

outside Vermont 



barre/montpelier 


8AGIT0S BAGEL AND BURRITO 



CHARLIE-O’S WORLD FAMOUS: 



TUE.I9 

burlington 

JP’S PUB: Open Mic with Kyle. 9 


stowe/smuggs 

MOOGS PLACE: Jason Wedlock 

(rock). 7:30 pm free. 

middlebury area 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN 
LOUNGE & STAGE: Karaoke with 




MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: 
Joey Keogh (folk). 10 pm, free. 


WED. 20 

burlington 



(BURLINGTON): CVS Jazz Night, 


VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: GMCF: 



Chittenden county 





Grouch. Eligh (reggae), 9 p.m, 
$15/17.18+. 

THE DAILY PLANET: Eric George 
HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: 



I Can Go for That GREYHOUNDS guitarist Andrew Trube 
describes his duo’s music thus: “Hall and Oates meets ZZ Top” He’s not 
wrong, but he's missing something. The Austin duo’s new album. Change of 
Pace, does evoke both hairy Southern guitar swagger and glistening blue- 
eyed sweetness. But it’s cut with the gritty Memphis soul that has long been 
Greyhounds’ foremost inspiration. So maybe: “Hall and Oates meet ZZ Top 
for drinks with James Carr.” We’ll work on that. In the meantime, catch 
Greyhounds at Club Metronome in Burlington this Thursday, July 14. 


barre/montpelier 

BAGITOS BAGEL AND BURRITO 
CAFE: Papa GreyBeard (blues), 6 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE 


(MONTPELIER): Cajun Jam with 
Jay Ekis. Lee Blackwell. Alec 



(country). 8 pjn, free. 

PIECASS0 PIZZERIA & LOUNGE: 


middlebury area 



LOUNGE & STAGE: Trivia Night 

7 pm, free. 


champlain 

islands/northwest 

BAYSIDE PAVILION: Starline 
Rhythm Boys (rockabilly). 6 p.m. 


northeast kingdom 

PARKER PIE COu Trivia Night 7 



Dance Party, 10 p.m, free. 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(BURLINGTON): Josh Panda's 
Acoustic Soul Night, 8 p.m. 


THE TAP ROOM AT SWITCHBACK 
BREWING: Open Mic, 6 p.m., free. 
VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: 



11 p.m. $10. 


Chittenden county 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
Forever (rock). B:30 pm $15/17. 

MONKEY HOUSE: Broca's Area, 
Dryfter Trio (future soul). 8:30 




outside Vermont 



^pulture 


cene. follow @DanBoll 






CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN CUISINE 





HOLY 



We're almost at 10,000 followers 
on Instagram! Help us get to 10K 
and you’ll be entered to win a 
^ fabulous prize. ^ 

HOW TO HELP? 

■ Follow us on Instagram @sevendaysvt — 
if you don't already. 

■ Look for the poop picture, tag two friends in 
the comments and ask them to follow, too. 

THE PRIZE: 

■ Three consecutive nights of lodging 
for two at the Killington Resort 

■ Three-day ski lift tickets OR two 18-hole 
rounds of golf at Killington Golf Course. 


DEADLINE: TUESDAY. JULY 19. 
AT MIDNIGHT. 




art 


Close Encounters 

"Portraiture Reimagined,” Champlain College Art Gallery 


S ince 2007, Burlington photog- 
rapher Todd R. Lockwood has 
used his 1967 Hasselblad to 
carefully capture the faces of 
some of his visually compelling friends 
and acquaintances. Not everyone makes 
the cut, and Lockwood does few com- 
missions. The selective results are large- 
scale, black-and-white, square-format 
portraits that are dazzling in detail and 
depth. His subjects look directly at the 
camera, allowing viewers to, in turn, 
study their gazes in a manner that’s rare 
in real life. Who knew, for instance, that 
former Vermont governor Madeleine 
Kunin had such mesmerizingly sultry 
eyes before Lockwood captured them? 

Kunin’s portrait, along with many 
others he has previously exhibited, 
currently line the two rooms of the 
Champlain College Art Gallery in 
Burlington. But the main focal point of 
“Portraiture Reimagined,” as the show 
is titled, is an 80-inch video monitor. On 
it are looped 10 portraits that one might 
call live. Any viewer can use a cordless 
mouse to start, pause and rewind the 
series of brief films. 

Lockwood began pursuing this new 
direction in portraiture after purchasing 
the latest in movie-camera technology 
last October: an EPIC-M DRAGON 
Monochrome made by RED, which 
shoots only in black and white and in 
extremely high resolution. The subjects 
of his “cinema portraits" — the photog- 
rapher coined the term — hold the same 
frontal gaze as in the stills but for two 
to three minutes each, with no edits. 
Viewers can practically see into their 
pores while actively returning their 

Lockwood didn’t just ask his sub- 
jects to look at the film camera for a 
few minutes, which would have been 
an intriguing but facile step beyond 
still photography. Instead, during each 
shoot, the subject was listening to 
his or her recorded voice — reading a 
poem, describing an experience or, in 
one case, playing a saxophone — and 
so the face is awash in changing emo- 
tions. Viewers hear the same recording 
while watching the silent subject react 
Some are more expressive than others, 
but in each case minute facial changes 
become riveting. 



The first portrait, 

titled “Chicago,” is a I U J|l I 
particular spectacle. 1 lln JB 

In it, a young black 
man named Claude Mumbere listens to 
himself reading Carl Sandburg’s poem 
of the same tide. It was the performance 
that launched the two-time high school 
winner of the Vermont Poetry Out Loud 
competition to second place nationally 
in 2012. Mumbere is a confident actor, 
and expressions roll like waves through 
his face. While his recorded voice utters 
the line “laughing with white teeth,” 
he laughs silently, revealing his own 
amazingly white teeth. Occasionally, 
Mumbere looks as if he can barely con- 
tain himself from mouthing the verses. 
He is re-creating his performance with- 
out actually uttering the words. 

Mumbere is made for film; viewers 
would be hard-pressed to tear one’s 
eyes from his expressive face, whether 
they know the subject’s history as a 
performance artist or not A brief in- 
troduction outside the viewing room 
mentions Mumbere’s accomplishments, 
but Lockwood provides little or no bio- 
graphical information about his other 
subjects. Nor does he offer any explana- 
tion for why they chose what to voice 



or, for that matter, why he chose these 
subjects in the first place. 

Margaret Strouse listens to herself read- 
ing a poem that’s not her own — Rainer 
Maria Rilke’s “You Who Never Arrived.” 
She is clearly not an actor; Strouse has a 
beautiful face, but literary-minded viewers 
may prefer to listen to the poem without 
that distraction. Her portrait might be 
more compelling if we knew the reason 
behind her choice of text 

John Killacky listens to a text he 
wrote that seems to be a poem. He has 


a long history with the stage; many 
Burlingtonians know him as the execu- 
tive director of the Flynn Center for the 
Performing Arts. What surprises in 
Killacky's portrait is the narrative from 
his earlier life as a former marathoner 
and dancer cut down by an unstated 
injury that made it difficult to stand, or 
maintain a love life. By the end of his por- 
trait, Killacky is moist-eyed, presumably 
reliving those difficult days in memory. 

In “Portraiture Reimagined,” the 
subjects with stage awareness are the 




ART SHOWS 



most compelling. Add to this category 
Phish bassist Mike Gordon. It is pure 
entertainment to watch his “perfor- 
mance” as he listens to his prose nar- 
ration about the inspiration for start- 
ing the now-renowned band. Smiling 
coyly, Gordon plays with Lockwood’s 
expectation of a frontal gaze and moves 
his eyes — in sync with small stretches 


craftedness. In remarks at the show’s 
opening, he said, “After a decade of 
making portraits, I’d been finding them 
too ambiguous.” In an email later, he 
specified that his still portraits provide 
viewers with “often too much room [for 
interpretation].” Stills cannot “capture 
a complex human story in a fraction of 
a second,” he added. 


DURING EACH SHOOT. THE SUBJECT WAS LISTENING TO HIS 


NEW THIS WEEK 


stowe/smuggs 

Q EXPOSED': The 25tll annual outdoor sculpture 
walkabout' Saturday. July 23. 4 p.m. July 23-October 


randolph/royalton 

Q ERIKA LAWLOR SCHMIDT: A solo exhibition of 


757-9670. EhgTown Gallery In Rochester 


AND SO THE FACE IS AWASH IN CHANGING 


ART EVENTS 

LIFE DRAWING/PAINTING: Join fellow artists for 


ft July 14. 7-9 p.m. $12. 


AU SABLE RIVER VALLEY STUDIO TOUR: The 


of his music that Lockwood inserted in 
his narrative — up, down or sideways. 
His eyes become a pair of veritable 
dancers. 

Whether featuring a performer or not, 
however, each of Lockwood’s portraits is 
a performance of sorts. The subjects are 
not spontaneously emoting they were 
given the finished audio file, sound effects 
and all, a week ahead of the shoot, accord- 
ing to the photographer. (Mumbere's, his 
first, is the exception: Lockwood told him 
to come back the day after he filmed him 
reciting but didn’t say why.) 

It’s impossible to know whether the 
subjects of “Portraiture Reimagined” 
practiced reacting to their own words 
in front of a mirror. Possibly the re- 
sults would have been different had 
Lockwood filmed them listening un- 
prepared, to the same recordings. 

Lockwood’s own declared in- 
tentions seem to point away from 


Can the cinema portraits? Clearly, 
Lockwood — who trained in photogra- 
phy and then took 30 years off to pursue 
other interests, including owning a re- 
cording studio — thinks they do a better 
job. As curator Chris Thompson points 
out, Lockwood’s project is not rooted 
in irony, as were Andy Warhol’s “screen 
test” films of visitors to his Factory, a 
project that might be considered a pro- 
genitor to this one. 

Instead, Lockwood’s is a genuine 
attempt to portray people’s essences. 
In his world, access to that certainty 
increases with the frames-per-second 
capacity of one's technology. Genuine or 
not, what a view it is. © 

■Portraiture Reimagined" by Todd R. Lock- 
wood, through September 3 at Champlain Col- 
lege Art Gallery in Burlington, champlain.edu 
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RACHEL ELIZABETH JONES. LISTINGS ARE RESTRICTED 
TO ART SHOWS IN TRULY PUBLIC PLACES. 




GET YOUR ART SHOW LISTED HERE! 

IF YOU'RE PROMOTING AN ART EXHIBIT. LET US KNOW BY POSTING 
INFO AND IMAGES BY THURSDAYS AT NOON ON OUR FORM AT 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT OR GALLERIESSFSEV ENDAYSVT.COM. 





ART SHOWS 



JOHNABELE 


7PM • July 22 • St. Johnsbury School • St.Johnsbury, Vt. • Free 



In 1 942, the USS Grunion disappeared without a trace. More than 
60 years later, the sons of the ship's commander searched for the 
wreckage . . . and found it! John Abele recounts the extraordinary 
historical and technological journey of his family's discovery. 

PRESENTED BY THE WILLIAM EDDY LECTURE SERIES 


Open doll, 9 a.m.to 5 p.m. FAIRBANKS 

1302 Main Street, St. Johnsbury VT MUSEUM of natural 

fairbanksmuseum.org Q planetarium history 


Get Organized! !S£is 



100+ Prints Scanned .29/per print 

50+ Slides Scanned .69/per slide 

Video to DVD Transfer 2 Free addM DVD c °P ies 

of any Paid Video Transfer 


RUTLAND/KILLINGTON SHOWS 


10 Dorset St, South Burlington 


802 • 863 • 1256 





: ART SHOWS = 





BURLINGTON 

VERMONT 

merchants**; 

pretext BANK 


busking, MUSIC, and 

CONTINUOUS 


FUN FOR ALL AGES 

moms* 

• HENDRICK'S 

- '.o I N-r 

| BURLINGTON LfllNIGS 

PRODUCED BE BCA | wms g/ifP 




(7 

movies 


Mike and Dave Need 



The Secret Life of Pets ★★★★★ 








Orcana 


Gardens & Greenhouses 

Certified Organic Plants & Produce 


50% OFF Herbs 


Culinary i Medicinal Herbs: 

Thyme, Oregano, Arnica, Sage, and 
, so many more. . . 

** j ,\nd, we've got a great selection of 
native, pollinator, and green roof 
P m ’nnials for yon to choose from! 


Only 4 miles from 1-89 in beautiful Jericho, Vermont 
Phone: 802-899-5123 www.arcana.ws 


LUCK WILL ONLY GET YOU SO FAR 
TOWARD THAT DREAM JOB OR 
BIGGER PAYCHECK. 


CCV.EDU/FALL 




idaysvt.com/enews 


movies 


local theaters 


R A I N T R E E 

HANDCRAFTED FINE JEWELRY 

THE 802 BRACELET 

raintreevt.com • 802.430.4825 
165 Main Street Vergennes 


ARE YOU A 

WEEKEND 

WARRIOR? 

Conquer your weekend 
NOW with Notes on 
the Weekend. This 
e-newsletter maps 
out the best weekend 
events every Thursday. 

Visit sevendaysvLcom/ 
enews to sign up. 

now ^ 
SEVEN DAYS 





Touring NOW!!! Pre-construction Pricing 
Window is Closing Fast! 







ulture 

VERMONT ARTS NEWS + VIEWS 


More movies! 


OFFBEAT FLICK OF THE WEEK 





View Model 
Apartments Today! 

Please RSVP today 
to learn about our 
Pre-Opening Pricing 
Promotion! 


Please contact Rachel Stadfeld for information: 


802-652-4113 or rstadfeld@residencequarryhill.com 


lVpQTnFNIPP 465 Quarry Hill Road 
^ -TV LkJ 1 1 — ‘ L I \V_ 1 - South Burlington, VT 05403 
at~ J 3 Cm www.residencequanyhill.con 



READ THESE EACH WEEK ON THE LIVE CULTURE BLOG AT 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture. 







fun stuff 



CARTOON FANS, UNITE! 

That is, help Seven Days unite around 
a brand-new cartoon for this page. 

If you’ve been following Lulu BghtbaU. you know artist Emily Rake* is retiring from making her 
long- ruining cartoon. We’re sorry to see her go, but this opens an opportunity for so 
lucky cartoonist to fil this here space. 



If you have a favorite you 
think we should hire, send 
a link to his/her website. If 
pick your nominee (and you live 
in Vermont), you’l be er 
win o gift certificate to 
local restaurant. 


Send your suggestion to pamela@sevendaysvt.com. 
Deadline for nominations: Friday, July 15. at noon. 

•You can find out what Emily's up to at emilyf1ake.com. 


DAVE LAPP 
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JEN SORENSEN 


MORE FUN! 

STRAIGHT DOPE (P.28) 
CROSSWORD (P.C-5) 
CALCOKU & SUDOKU (P.C-7) 


TO PARAPHRASE A RECENT 
STATEMENT 6Y OSAMA, TME DALLAS 
POLICE SNlPEft DIDN'T REPRESENT 
AFRICAN-AMERICANS... 





HARRY BLISS 
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Vermont's Only Annual Festival 
of LGBT Theater! 

Now In Our Sixth Summer Season 

Raggedy And 
July 22nd & 30th 
At the Flash 

ONE NIGHT ONLY July 23rd 
Mama 's Girls 
July 24th & 29th 

on the Verge of a His-Panic Breakdown 
ONE NIGHT ONLY July 31st 

i ^dl^krmltMvI oraiamdkrbmoma’ma 7284464 
Chandler Center lor Ihe Arts *71-7.3 Main Si * Randolph. VT 05060 


UVM researchers are conducting a study looking at 
eating behaviors, sugar and brain function. 

We are looking for volunteers ages 10 to 16 
who have a weight problem. 

Study is three visits and includes a physical exam, blood work 
and brain MRI scan. Up to $180 in compensation. 

Please contact brainsugar@uvm.edu, or call 802-656-3024 #2. 


Let us help you with your 
new house or renovation. 

Wide pine flooring 9”- 16" widths $ 1.40/square foot + 

Curly Vermont maple flooring 3"& 4” widths from $4/square foot+ 
Lumber hardwoods and softwoods 4/4-12/4 thickness 

Call us today for a consultation! 

Exclusively Vermont Wood Products 

HEWITT ROAD . BRISTOL . VERMONT . 802-453-2897 
5th generation lumberman — Tom C & Pam Lathrop 



NEED ADVICE ON LOVE, 
LUST AND LIFE? 

ASK 

ATHENA 

Email askathena@sevendaysvt.com 

with your questions. 

SEVEN DAYS 





fun stuff 


FRAN KRAUSE 



All THE HNWEP-SE IS JUST A DREW IN GOO'S IWNI), 




KAZ 



what a TeRRiBue 

THiHS To SAY. YOU 
APotoGlZe to THAT 
MAH RI6HT AWAY. 








CANCER 

(JUNE 21-JULY 22) 

If you are smoothly attuned with the 
cosmic rhythms and finely aligned 
with your unconscious wisdom, you 
could wake up one morning and 
find that a mental block has miracu- 
lously crumbled, instantly raising 
your intelligence. If you can find it 
in yourproud heart to surrender to 
“God," your weirdest dilemma will 
get at least partial ly solved during a 
magical three-hour interlude. And if 
you are able to forgive 50 percent of 
the wrongs that have been done to 
you in the last six years, you wil I no 
longer feel like you're running into 
a strong wind, but rather you'll feel 
like the beneficiary of a strong wind 
blowing in the same direction you're 
headed. 


ARIES (March 21-April 19): Upcoming ad- 
ventures might make you more manly if you 
are a woman. If you are a man. the coming 
escapades could make you more womanly. 
How about if you're trans? Odds are that 
you'll become even more gender fluid. I am 
exaggerating a bit of course. The transfor- 
mations I'm referring to may not be visible 
to casual observers. They will mostly unfold 
in the depths of your psyche. But they won't 
be merely symbolic, either. There'll be mu- 
tations in your biochemistry that will ex- 


pand your sense of your own gender. If you 
respond enthusiastically to these shifts, 
you will begin a process that could turn 
you into an even more complete and at- 
tractive human being than you already are. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): I'll name six 
heroic tasks you will have more than enough 
power to accomplish in the next eight 
months. 1. Turning an adversary into an ally. 
2. Converting a debilitating obsession into an 
empowering passion. 3. Transforming an ob- 
stacle into a motivator. 4. Discovering small 
treasures in the midst of junk and decay. 5. 
Using the unsolved riddles of childhood to 
create a living shrine to eternal youth. 6. Gath- 
ering a slew of new freedom songs, learning 
them by heart and singing them regularly — 
especially when habitual fears rise up in you. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your life has re- 
semblances to a jigsaw puzzle that lies unas- 
sembled on a kitchen table. Unbeknownst to 
you. but revealed to you by me, a few of the 
pieces are missing. Maybe your cat knocked 
them under the refrigerator or they fell out of 
their storage box somewhere along the way. 
But this doesn't have to be a problem. I bel ieve 
you can mostly put together the puzzle with- 
out the missing fragments. At the end, when 
you're finished, you may be tempted to feel 
frustration that the picture's not complete. 

Ninety-seven percent success will be just fine. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): How often have you 
visited hell or the suburbs of hell during the 
last few weeks? According to my guessti- 
mates, the time you spent there was exactly 
the right amount. You got the teachings you 
needed most, indudingafow tricks about how 
to steer clear of hell in the future. With this 
valuable information, you will forevermore be 
smarter about how to avoid unnecessary pain 
and irrelevant hindrances. So congratula- 
tions! I suggest you celebrate. And please use 
your newfound wisdom as you decline one last 
invitation to visit the heart of a big, hot mess. 

VIRGO (Aug . 23-Sept. 22): My friend Athena 
works as a masseuse. She says that the high- 
est praise she can receive is drool. When her 
clients feel so sublimely serene that threads 


of spit droop out of their mouths, she knows 
she's in top form. You might trigger respons- 
es akin to drool in the coming weeks, Virgo. 
Even if you don't work as a massage therapist. 
I think it's possible you'll provoke rather ex- 
treme expressions of approval, longing and 
curiosity. You will be at the height of your 
power to inspire potent feelings in those you 
encounter. In light of this situation, you might 
want to wear a smal I sign or button that reads. 
“You have my permission to drool freely." 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct 22): The latest Free 
Will Astrology poll shows that 33 percent of 
your friends, loved ones and acquaintances 
approve of your grab for glory. Thirty-eight 
percent disapprove. 18 percent remain un- 
decided and 11 percent wish you would grab 
for even greater glory. As for me. I'm aligned 
with the 11 percent minority. Here's what i 
say: Don't allow your quest for shiny break- 
throughs and brilliant accomplishments to be 
overly influenced by what people think of you. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov. 21): You are at the 
pinnacle of your powers to both hurt and 
heal. Your turbulent yearnings could disrupt 
the integrity of those whose self-knowledge 
is shaky, even as your smoldering radiance 
can illuminate the darkness for those who 
are lost or weak. As strong and confident 
as I am, even I would be cautious about en- 
gaging your tricky intelligence. Your pierc- 
ing perceptions and wild understandings 
might either undo me or vitalize me. Given 
these volatile conditions, I advise every- 
one to approach you as if you were a love 
bomb or a truth fire or a beauty tornado. 

SAG I TTAR I U S (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Here's the 
deal: I will confess a dark secret from my past if 
you confess an equivalent secret from yours. 
Shall I go first? When I first got started in the 
business of writing horoscope columns, I con- 
tributed a sexed-up monthly edition to a porn 
magazine published by smut magnate Larry 
Flynt What's even more scandalous is that I en- 
joyed doing it OK. It’s your turn. Locate a com- 
passionate listenerwho won't judge you harshly, 
and unveil one of your subterranean mysteries. 
You may be surprised at how much psychic 
energy this will liberate. (For extra credit and 
emancipation, spill two or even three secrets.) 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- Jan. 19): What do 
you want to be when you grow up, Capricorn? 
What? You say you are already all grown up. 
and my question is irrelevant? If that's your 
firm belief. I will ask you to set it aside for 
now. I'll invite you to entertain the possibil- 
ity that maybe some parts of you are not in 
fact fully mature: that no matter how ripe 
you imagine yourself to be, you could become 
even riper — an even more gorgeous version 
of your best self. I will also encourage you to 
immerse yourself in a mood of playful fun 
as you respond to the following question: 
"How can I activate and embody an even 
more complete version of my soul's code?" 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): On a sum- 
mer day 20 years ago, I took my 5-year-old 
daughter Zoe and her friend Max to the mer- 
ry-go-round in San Francisco's Golden Gate 
Park. Zoe jumped on the elegant golden- 
maned lion and Max mounted the wild blue 
horse. Me? I climbed aboard the humble pig. 
Its squat pink body didn't seem designed for 
rapid movement. Its timid gaze was fixed 
on the floor in front of it. As the man who 
operated the ride came around to see if ev- 
eryone was in place, he congratulated me 
on my bold choice. Very few riders preferred 
the porker, he said. Not glamorous enough. 
"But I'm sure I will arrive at our destination 
as quickly and efficiently as everyone else." 
I replied. Your immediate future. Aquarius, 
has symbolic resemblances to this scene. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Early on in our 
work together, my psychotherapist confessed 
that she only works with clients whose prob- 
lems are Interesting to her. In part, her mo- 
tivations are selfish: Her goal is to enjoy her 
work. But her motivations are also altruistic. 
She feels she's not likely to be of service to 
anyone with whom she can't be deeply en- 
gaged. I understand this perspective and am 
inclined to make it more universal, isn't it 
smart to pick all our allies according to this 
principle? Every one of us is a mess in one 
way or another, so why not choose to blend 
our fates with those whose messiness enter- 
tains us and teaches us the most? I suggest 
you experiment with this view in the coming 
weeks and months, Pisces. 


CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNY'S EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES & DAILY TEXT MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 



HOTEL “I 
VERMONT | 


v 

9 



SEVEN DAYS 


FERMRIS Vermonters 

For relationships, dates and flirts: dating.sevendaysvt.com 

W5MES MEN 


into the whole Myers-Briggs thing, 
lady with eclectic Interests. Must have 


Artistic. Carhartt-wearing. hands- 
in-the-dirt, butt-in-the-tractor-seat. 

joke-cracking, brain-in-deep-thought 
poetry-writing hot-rod and mud-truck- 

heart and soft eyes seeks earthy farm 


to skydive! Work in health care. Only 
have about another 30 or 40 years 


another. I love to laugh and to make you 
laugh, too. I love being out in the woods, 

bonfire with friends. I work. I spend time 
and sharing. Nowforthenextfifty. 50 


opinions (strong), interests (broad but 
perhaps quirky) and guilty pleasures 
I am easygoing but am not shy about 


Looking for my last date. I've been 
widowed many years. No kids no 
drama. A country girl at heart, I love 





BOHEMIAN ADVENTURER LOOKING 
FOR SAME 

I'm a recent transplant to Burlington 
from the Washington. O.C.. area. 

I'm originally from Long Island. N.Y.. 

California, Massachusetts and Virginia 


brief time in Ireland. I'm looking 
traveled and possesses a great 




the next few weeks. I am a chef by 
training and have run my own private 


good times with. Are you so 

world and enjoy being in the woods, 
art and culture. Magnolia77. 39. □ 


Water person looking to wade into a 
to copilot my BMW moto to new 

friend. And to booL I cook well and clean 



UO. OUTGOING 
Whenever I've tried to participate in 
a dating website, or anything of the 
sort before, I jazz myself up, and it 

here's the scoop: I like Netfllx. beer, 
mom, sleeping' being lazy, swimming 


to complete me. I 

in my life. I want a man in my life. Huge 
difference. Happiness2016. 52, 0 


If I catch your eye, don't 
hesitate to say hello! Locust21, 24, Cl 


OPEN FIELDS 


glass restoration. Volunteer efforts fill 
minutes left. A thoughtful, creative 



CURIoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 


2,000 local singles with 
profiles Including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company. 

a See photos of 
this person online. 


than at the top. I want to make new 

m relationship. Would like to 

e. Beachwalker. 67. 0 


MEiy^eebi^WSMLN 


and sailing into the sunset? Join 
me! My doctor says I will live another 


NVRQUITLOVE 


n. I tried POF with 


down. Tried DateHookup, but in 



IN-LOVING, ADVENTURING NATURE 


kinda nerdy. Let's chill and see what 
happens! Luckyduck620, 30. d 


I am looking for a girlfriend and 
wife to join me and my husband in 



gentleman seeks lady for walks, talks 
and more. Connection is the key 
word. I am a great listener. Nature 


BE MY HIKING PARTNER? 





SEVEN DAYS * 

HOOKERS 


For groups, BDSM, and kink: 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 


WoMLN&tfajg? 


SEXY PROFESSIONAL FOR PLAY 

exploring the lifestyle for a year now. 













NAUGHTY LOCAL GIRLS 

WANT TO CONNECT 
WITH YOU 

1 - 888 - 420-2223 
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ASK 

ATHENA 



I'm a gay man in a long-term relationship with 
another gay man. I like being anal passive, and he 
likes being a top. However, neither of us is satisfied 
with the frequency — it’s about once a week. We'd 
like to do it once a day. The problem is his slowness 
in getting to erection — sometimes it just doesn't 
happen, and he's terribly ashamed. Would it be OK if 
he used Viagra on a daily basis? 



Daily Sex, Please 



Right on! I dig your mutual "More sex, please!" 
attitude. It sounds like you and your boyfriend have 
a great thing going, and more sex will likely sweeten 
the deal. First off, I can't prescribe or recommend any 
drugs to anybody; I'm not a doctor. Your guy ought 
to get a diagnosis and a prescription before he starts 
popping pills. He may not actually be struggling with 
erectile dysfunction. What else could be at the source 
of this "slowness"? 

Maybe committing to a daily sex sesh is too much 
pressure — and pressure can be a total bedroom 
buzzkill. How about starting with three days a week? 
When you get into a nice little groove, take it up to 
four, and so on. Don't rush to add more days until 
you're both ready. A roll in the hay every day is kind 
of a big deal in the way of lifestyle changes, so take 
it slow. And be careful about creating too rigid a 
schedule. Believe it or not, even sex will get old if you 
take the spontaneity out of it. You don't want it to feel 
like washing the dishes. 

And for those moments when it's just not 
happening, chill. Sure, it's a bummer to miss out on 
booty, but your partner most certainly feels worse to 
be letting you down. Try to be empathetic. Move on 
to something fun and distracting. Make dessert. Turn 
on your favorite comedy. Take your time before you 
try again. Or share an activity that is intimate but not 
necessarily sexual, such as dancing, cuddling or going 
for a romantic walk. If you're feeling sexually stifled, 
take a run or a long, cool shower. 

Strong relationships grow stronger through 
tolerance and a whole heap of kindness. If you can 
accept each other exactly as you are — on the days 
that feels effortless and the ones that challenge you 
— anything is possible. 



$ 


Need advice? 

You can send your own question to 

her at askathena@sevendaysvt.com. 
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V If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


dating.sevendaysvt.com 
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AT MIRIAM BERNARDO'S BUCH SPEILER EVENT 



CUTE DARK-HAIRED JAZZ DRUMMER 

and talk about you. When: Friday. June 10, Z01G. 



THE 99 RESTAURANT ON 6-17-16 





the stoplight you caught me jamming out before 






CHILDREN DONT ARRIVE AS EXPECTED 

Who does the right thing, right away? You were 

empower her. I'm proud of you. Happy Father's 












away. I wish I had introduced myself despite the 



CURjoUS? 

You read Seven Days, these 
people read Seven Days — 
you already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 2,000 local 
singles with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your own 
profile online. Don't worry, 
you'll be in good company. 

a See photos of 
this person online. 




PRESENT 



BATTERY PARK 
FREE CONCERT SERIES 



July 7 
LISSIE 


STARTING AT 6:30PM 

NO ALCOHOL OR GLASS CONTAINERS ALLOWED 




July 21 
DARLINGSIDE 

Alt Folk Quartet Featuring Stunning Harmonies 

July 28 

MIKE EDEL / FOY VANCE 

International Double Bill: Canada's Mike Edel [lush indie pop) 
and Ireland's Foy Vance (singer-songwriter) 



8:00 PM 


8:00 PM 
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2016/2017 SEASON 


PARAMOUNT 30 center st, RUTLAND, vt 

802 . 775.0903 


Full details at: 







